THE 


MEMORIAL 4 


OF THE 


State of England, 


In Vindication of the *" 


QUEEN, 


THE 


CHURCH, 


AND THE 


Adminiſtration 


ö 
To rectify the mutual Miſtakes of Proteſtants, 
And to unite their Affections in Defence of our 


Religion « and Liberty. 


LONDON: 


Printed and fold by the Bookſellers of London and 
Weſtminſter. 1705. 


OI ACE 


——— 


— — 


—_— 


— 
. 


«—. 


. 
— * - - . * 
* . 
_ 4 . 
d , * * 
— } 
* 
Ly 
” 1 
a ; : 
7 * Loi 
% — * * * , 
bs * * A * 
4 * ry 
24 : 
3 N 1 
1 
1 1 . 
5. 
— - . 4 
- 
* w; 1 of 
r * % 
£ By 
* * * 
- & 
' 
* 
— — ef * 
* V * ; 
'® 3 : : 
. * 
Gs 
* * 
5 7 
4 * 
R 8. 
3 « 
. , 
- * 
4 | 
2 — 8 3 * 
"pw * I * ww U * 
a 4 3 
: U 4 4 
; | 7 4 r od 
* 5 . b 
i . 2 
Py * 
a 1 
45 rn of 7 
: o 
** * 
N 
3 4 b : 
. | EP 
oo Add. az ? 
k 
er 
3 — Cod IS. Aw . ag _ 


* 
a 
© 
* 
— 
4; 
* 
4. 
* 
33 2 
5 
48 
* 
— 
* 
© 
* » 
* 
* 


—— ñ ͥ 


aw. 


Ae 


To THE 


READER 


T* our . Conto ness es C 11 


and Religious, divers Expreſſions are 

A common in every body's mouth, but 

(as all Sides complain) rightly underſtood 
by fem; being miſtaken by ſome, and mil- 
repreſented by others, according as they 
are ſeverally influenc d by Ignorance, Pre. 
judice, Paſſion, or Deſign. Such are Church- 
men, the Church of England, the High- 
Church, the Low- Church, National and 
Tolerated Churches; the Diſſenters, Preſ- 
byterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, and 
Quakers; Toleration, Perſecution, Con- 
venticles, the Sacramental Teſt, Com 
ing; an, and Occaſional. Communion: 


„ Whis and Lory, the New and the 


of Miniſtry, and the Union of the Two. 


Kingdoms, want an Explanation: no. leſs 
2 Than. | 


Io tte Reader. 

than the reſt. Care has been taken there. 
fore, in the ſhort Gompaſs of the following 
Sheets, to ſet theſe Things in a fair Light, 
and to diſpel thoſe Miſts in which by Art 
or Chance they were involv d; yet no where 
ſo induſtriouſiy confounded as by the Sophi- 
firy and Illuſions of the Memorial of the 
Church of England, whereof the Pages 
and Paſſages are quoted out of the Second 
Edition corrected in Ofavo, but exattly 
compar d with the Firſt in Quarto, which 
did not come into ſo many as the other. 


1 * % 


The Principal Heads of this MEMORIAL. 
F the CHURCH, Page 6 


O the DESSENTERS, 24 
Of the TOLERATION, =”. 
Of the MINISTRY, 62 


Eſcapes of the Prefs correcfed. 


Age 2, line 13, for Memoraliſt read Memorialiſt. Page 9, 1. 29, for excute 
r. execute. Page 30, I. 13, for ReliFs r. Reliques. Page 34, I. 24, for 
Oppſit ion r. Oppoſition. Page 41, 1. 17, for Miſrepreſent ions r. Miſrepreſen- 
tations. Page 64, 1. 7, for have r. having . Page 65, I. 3, for Deviſes r. De- 
vices. Ibid. 1. 22, dele the. Page 67, I. 5, for open r. an open, Page 86, |. 20. 
fer Roſation r. Rotation. 
| There occur ſome few Miſpointings, but none that can diſturb rhe Reader, 
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The II TRODpDuCTION. 
5 S the Writer of this Diſcourſe has more reaſon, 


ſo he has as much Authority to entitle it, The 
Memorial of the State of England, as the Author 
of a late Zzbel to entitle his Book, The Memorial 
of the Church of Englaud. Few will be found weak enough 
to imagine, that either of them was commiſſion d by thoſe 
mighty Bodies to ſpeak in their Names to the Peop/e - 
But tho' ſome may reaſonably ſuppoſe that the State 
won't diſapprove a juſt Vindication of her Majeſty's Per- 
ſon, Laws, and Adminiſtration ; yet none will believe 
(at leaſt none ought to do ſo) that the Church will ap- 
prove a clandeſtine Libel, which is confidently ſaid to be 
her Offspring, tho' with no more reaſon than many Per- 
ſons have to call themſelves her Sons. She's too chaſt 
and prudent a Matron either to admit of ſuch diſho- 
nourable Pretences, or to forbcar expreſſing ſome 1 4 
l 
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lick Reſentment of the Afront ; ſince her Reputation is 
no leſs expos'd, than her Dignity and Poſſeſſions are en- 
danger'd, by the extravagant Behaviour of ſuch a ſpurious 
Iſſue, who want Duty and natural Affection to her, as 
they do Submiſſion and Loyalty to the Strate. But the 
Reſpect we owe to the Venerable Name under which the 
Memorial is uſher'd into the World, as well as the Occa- 
ſion it affords us of rectifying certain Vulgar Miſtakes, and 
of clearing other matters which are not generally un- 
derſtood, oblige us not to let it paſs without ſome Anz- 
madverſion, however the Magiſtrate will think fit to ac- 
count with the Author, whom we neither know, nor will 
endeavour to gueſs. Had the Memoraliſt's own Example 
been deemd a good Pattern to follow, or that prevailing 
Cuſtom were a ſufficient warrant for ſuch a Practice, 'twere 
ealy perhaps to trace and diſcover the true Author ; or, 
if there was a Club of them, twere eaſier ſtill to exerciſe 
our Satyr on their Charafers, as a certain Duke and a Do- 
ctor, a Lawyer and a Poet (the two laſt I believe unjuſt- 


I) have already experienc'd from other hands on this ve- 
ry account. 


P. 11. 68. 


But ſince we are only to examine the Merits of the mat- 
ter, we are nothing concern'd for the Names of the Per- 
ſons. Our Cauſe has as little need of ill Language as of 
violent Meaſures : For we are convinced Scarrility ſup- 
plies the want of Reaſon, and that ſuch things as cannot 


by Juſtice are maintain'd by Force. Yet of all Writers 


the Memoraliſt (for we'll ſuppofe it one hand) has leaſt 
reaſon to complain of ſarcaſtick, licentious, or foul- 
mouth'd Scriblers, whether he conſiders the choice Flowers 
of his own gentle and good-natur'd Rhetorick, or whe- 
ther he has any regard to the Credit and Honour of his 
Party. If the Vbigs have their O&ſervator, have not the 
Tories their Rehearſal > The Review does not take more 
liberty than the Whipping Pof?, nor is he a wilder Politi- 


clan 
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le State of England, Oc. 


cian than the Mercury. And many will think it a mea- 
ner Character for Ridpath to be Atwood's Antagoniſt, than 
to be Author of the Flying Poſt - For in one reſpect I place 
Atwood on the Tory ſide, ſince none in the Nation but the 
Memoralift and he aſſert our Dominion and Sovercignty 
over the Kingdom of Scotland. In free Countries ſuch 
Writers abound among, all Parties, tho' they are com- 
monly but Voluntiers, and ſupported more by their Hopes 
and good Opinion of themſelves, than by any real Eu- 
couragement from others, which makes it an unjuſt, tho' 
a common Practice, to charge whole Bodies of Men 
with their Faults or with their Vertues. And it argues 
want of Conſideration or Integrity to ſay, as the Memo- 


rialiſt does, That the Government by conniving are pleas d Page 68. 


rather to countenance than to correct or put a ſtop to em 
For our Government, unleſs they tranſgreſs the Laws, can- 
not ſilence theſe no more than other Writers, let them 
tell never ſo many unſeaſonable Truths, or form never ſo 
many indigeſted Schemes, which ſerve more for Entertain- 
ment than Inſtruction to the People. We may be ſure 
the Government, tho' none of theſe are maintaind at its 
charge, know what uſe to make of their Pens; and lam 
in doubt whether it be more ridiculous or officious to put 
thoſe in mind of ſuppreſſing ſuch Papers, who only can, 
and certainly will do fo, whenever they think it lawful 
and convenient. This looks in it ſelf like a trifling mat- 
ter; but ſuch as mean fairly and uprightly, will think 
nothing too little to be clear'd to well-meaning Doubt- 
ers, tho' others may abuſe their Goodneſs by the imper- 
tinent Explications they demand. 

For the reſt, let it be rememberd, that notwithſtand- 
ing we ſpeak for the State, we ſpeak our Thoughts ; ha- 
ving the Happineſs to write in detence of a Government, 
with which Honeſty is the beſt Policy: And fo long as the 
Pilots of it keep to that Point, that is, ſo long as they 
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appear to make the Intereſt of the Nation their own, and 
conſequently to purſue it with all their heart, they need 


not be diſturb'd by the Clamour or Envy of any Party; 


nor fear that the People will grudge 'em thoſe Honours 
or Fortunes which are but the juſt Rewards of their Care 
and Pains for the Publick Good. But thoſe Princes or 
Miniſters, who, from being the common Fathers and Shep- 
herds of all the Subjects, degrade themſelves into the pet- 
ty Heads of one Fadtion, will probably in a little time 
be undermin'd and blown up by the contrary Party, tho 
it ſhoud be the worſt and weakeſt of the two; for in 
ſuch a State Matters are no longer carryd on by pru- 
dent Deliberations, unanimous Withes, and mature Coun- 
fels, but by Numbers, Intrigues, Cabals, Expedients or 
Shifts, and at laſt by Tumults and Diſorders. When 
therefore a State that is ſenſible of theſe things by Ex- 
perience (ſuch as ours at preſent) comes to proceed on 
the true Foundations of Government, they muſt not only 
reſolve to bear at the beginning with the Vehemence, 
Calumnies, Railings, and other Afronts of thoſe Factions 
or Parties that monopoliz d all Profits and Preferments 
to themſelves before, and of ſuch as hop'd to gain their 


| ſiniſter Ends in the Confuſion and Subverſion of the 


whole Frame: but alſo the Complaints, Murmurs, Grum- 
bling and Repining, of thoſe other Parties or Factions, 
who, being hitherto oppreſs'd, and treated with Contempt, 
think it not enough that they are deliver'd from their 
Hardſhips, but judge themſelves unſecure from falling 
again under the hke Misfortunes, unleſs they obtain the 
Place and Power of their Adverſaries; which is to change 
Hands, but not to alter Meaſures, and to continue all 
Things as they were, with the Addition of mutual Re- 
venge and mercileſs Retaltations. People of either Stamp 
are aſtoniſh'd at Indifference; they condemn all prudent 
Meaſures as lute- warm, and abhor Moderation. 8 

| | Ot- 


i 
| 


the State of England, Oc. 
Notwithſtanding all this, we {hall diſcourſe with Can- 
dour and Impartiality in the following Sheets, of the 
ſeveral Churches, Parties, Miniſtries, and Pretences of this 
Kingdom, commending their Excellencies, blaming their 
Defects, and expoling their Miſcarriages ; but fo as to ex- 


pect little Applauſe from the furious, bigotted, or de- 


ſigning Men of any kind, tho' ſure of Thanks and Ap- 
robation from the calm, ſincere, religious, and Publick 
Spirited Perſons of all Denominations. The Grievances 
whereof the Memorialiſt complains, being the very Subject 
I propoſe to explicate, are chiefly reducible to Three 


Heads, The Church, the Diſſenters, and the Miniſtry, to 


which may be added the Toleration. But that the true 
State of our Religious Controverſies may the better ap- 
pear, and that the Reaſons of the preſent Adminiſtration 
may be the clearer percciv'd, we ſhall begin higher with 


| ſome of theſe Heads, than to unthinking Men will ſeem. 


neceſſary; but not ſo to thoſe who conſider how Con- 
ſtitutions vary in their Frame as well as Words in their 
Significations, both being in a perpetual Flux, and never 
long at a Stand. This produces great difference of Cir- 
cumſtances, not equally applicable to all Times, Places, 
or Perſons ; and therefore skilful Pilots will alter their 
Buoys, and direct their Courle, according to the ſhifting 
of the Sands or the Tides, and carefully avoid Ship- 
wreck on that Bank, where there was formerly deep and 


late riding for the Ship of the Common-wealth, 


6 


The MEMORIAL of 


Of che CHURCH. 


A Fer the Chriſtian Religion had been miſerably pol- 
luted and deprav'd almoſt over the whole World, 
and that it was metamorphos'd into the vileſt Superſtition, 


Idolatry, and Tyranny that ever was, far beyond the fol- 


lies of the Fews or the frauds of the Heathens; it was at laſt 
by the ſpecial favour and bleſſing of Almighty God, re- 
cover'd and reformd in many parts of Europe, and par- 
ticularly in theſe Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. It cou'd not be expected that this Reformation 


ſhou'd be fo perfect at the beginning, as that all Perſons 


ſhou'd have the ſame Notions about it, no more than they 
all had the ſame degrees of Application, Capacity, Light, 
or Knowledge : And it was a much greater wonder that 
any of em ſaw ſo much, conſidering the groſneſs of the 
preceding Ignorance, than that many of em did not ſee 
more or further. However, by the Church of England 
was then underſtood (in other reform'd Countries) all 
the Proteſtants in England without diſtinction, tho' from 
the very firſt they were divided in their Opinions; as we 
daily pray for the reform d Churches abroad, wherein the 
differences both of Doctrine and Diſcipline are very nu- 
merous. 

But as all Men are not agreed about what's order/ 
and decent, which 7deas cannot be the ſame to all Per- 


ſons or in all places, as depending on habitual Cuſtoms 


and Arbitrary Inſtitutions; ſo there aroſe many diſputes 
here as well as elſewhere, about the beſt manner of pre- 


ſerving 


the State of England, ec. 


ſerving the parity of our Religion, and the moſt accept- 
able way of performing our Worſhip to God. Some 
were perſwaded that the Doctrinal part being to be learn't 
only from the Scriptures, where it is fully expreſt, the 
Circumſtances of Worſhip ought to be regulated according 
to the light of Reaſon and the Cuſtoms of each Country, 
which tho' varying in many places might contain nothing 
wicked or prophane; as uncovering your head in one 
Region, and only bending your body in another, betoken 
the ſame reſpect and with equal decency. Theſe Men 
(who from a Learned Phylician of that Opinion were ſince 
called Eraſtians) thought the Government of the Church 
did not differ from that of the State, the ſame Perſons 
being Members of both, tho' the Church might have its 
proper Officers, about whoſe Names, Parity, or Subordi- 
nation, they were not very ſollicitous, provided they 
ſerv'd the purpoſes for which they were deſign'd and or- 
dain'd. Others, on the contrary, held all theſe things 
to be particularly defin'd and ſpecified in the Scripture, 
both as to the Names, Degrees, and Offices; and that 
the Eccleſiaſtical was wholly different from the Cv 
Power. The State, which in the mean while thought of 
theſe Matters with leſs paſſion and more circumſpection, 
concerted the molt effectual meaſures of bringing the body 
of the People to embrace the purity of the Doctrine as the 
principal matter; and were of opinion it might ſooneſt 
be accompliſh'd by changing as little as poſlible in the 
external Forms, Habits, and Ceremonies of the Clergy. 
Wherefore for this and ſome other conſiderations, after 
rejecting the Pope, Cardinals, and all Spiritual or Foreign 
Headſhip of the Church, they retain'd the Names and 
Offices of Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacons, 
and ſuch like. Yet few or none maintaind the Divine 
Right of Epiſcopacy till later days, tho' they highly and 
learnedly contended for the expediency and Is 
Nets. 
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The MEMORIAL of 
neſs of the ſame, no leſs from its being of ſo long ſtand” 
ing in the Church, than from its Conformity with the 
Civil part of our Conſtitution, 

There were others, and from the very beginning of 


the Reformation, who earneſtly ſollicited to have this 


Order of Dzoceſan Biſhops quite aboliſh'd, as Popiſb, un- 
necellary , not warranted by Scripture, and dangerous to 
the State. Theſe affirm'd the parity of all the Goſpel- 
Miniſters; but difter'd among themſelves about the manner 
and efficacy of Ordination, and the power of Synods. They, 
who for that Reaſon were called Presbyterzans, allow'd 
Presbyters only to ordain, and that with Impoſition of 
Hands, giving great Authority to their Synods over the 
inferior Presbyteries, equal to that of Epiſcopal Convoca- 
tions in matters of Diſcipline and Doctrine. And ſuch 
again, as were firſt call'd Bromuniſis from one of that 
name, and ſince Independents from their Opinion, main- 
tain'd againſt both the other, that Proteſtant Synods or 
Convocations cou d claim no more Power or Infallibility 
than Popiſh Councils, and that all Churches or Societies 
(gather d out of the World according to the mind of 
Cbriſt) might by common ſuffrage chuſe their own 
Paſtors, who were to be in no ſubjection to Syuods, nor 
accountable for their Doctrine to any higher Power on 


Earth, ſince they allow'd no Catholick Church as an Or- 
ganical body with Spiritual Authority, meaning only the 


whole multitude of Believers by the Carholick Church 
whenever they us'd that Phraſe. But Epiſcopacy was 
eſtabliſhd by Law, and the moſt rigid of that fide af- 
fected to call themſelves the Church of England excluſive- 
ly of others, which in time obtaind to be the Langu- 
age of Cuſtom, as it was the Stile of the Municipal and 
Canon Law before. Endeavours were us'd to bring to a 
Conformity the Iadependents and Presbyterians, who 
were all promiſcuouſly from their ſtrict manner of _ 
| an 
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the State of England, c. 

and Converſation, branded with the nick- name of Puri- 
tans: and when they would not yeild in diſpute, nor be 

reduced by perſuaſion, twas thought proper to treat em 
Vith force; tho” but a little before we juſtly exclaim'd 
againſt the Papiſts for the like practice, and expreſt our 
abhorrence of all compulſion in matters of Religion as un- 
reaſonable and tyrannical. They who meant the moſt 
honeſtly in adviſing this rzgour, were ſuch as had a mi- 
ſtaken notion, that diverſe Religions or diverſities in the 
ſame Religion, were inconſiſtent with Civil Government, 
which hereafter we ſhall demonſtrate to be an Error both 
in right and fact. They who meant worſe, were ſuch as 
profeſſedly allow'd of force over Conſcience, at leaſt in 
points of diſcipline, or who by excluding others wou'd 
engroſs the whole Emoluments and Benefices of the 
Church to their own Party. And they who meant worſt 
of all, were the ſecret favourers of Popery, who thought 
no method ſo likely to reſtore it, as to put our Princes 
on graſping at Arbitrary power, and ſetting our different 
Parties together by the Ears, thereby to weaken each o- 
ther, or to drive ſome of em to join out of reſentment 
with them. 

I make no doubt but all Proteſtants are convinced, 

that the Papiſts have been carrying on a Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt the Reformation in England, and conſequently 
againſt the State, ever ſince we aboliſh'd Popery; which 
is not ſo monſtrous in them who believe Iafalibility, as 
Perſecution is in other People. They have endeavour'd 
to excute this Plot many ways, and it has often broke 
out under various Circumſtances : But God has always 
defeated their miſchievous deſigns, and ſometimes won- 
derfully deliver d us when our Recovery was thought 
impoſſible. One of the Enemies devices was to exaſpe- 
rate the Church againſt the Nonconformiſis; and to create 
ſtrong Jealouſies between 2 Parties. This they . 

| cou 
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coud not fail of two effects: The one to make the | 
Church recede from the Nonconformiſts as far as they Wh 
cou'd, which gave the Papiſts hope they woud come th? | 
nearer to them; and the other, that the Nonconfarmiſts Z 
growing uneaſie under their Sufferings, and more ap- 
prehenſive of the growth of Popery, might prove un- 
dutiful, and provoke the Government to ule em worle than : 
before. In theſe diſorders they expected to find their 
own Account; and he that is not unacquainted with . 
Hiſtory, can tell how well they ſucceeded. By ſuch Ar- 0 
tifices many of our Clergy became more concern'd to 
preſerve the Hierarchy than the Proteſtant Religion; and 
J fear the Brains of fome others were intoxicated with 
the Grandeur and Splendor of the Ancient Patrzarchs 
and Councils, which made them in ſeveral Books regret 
the loſs of certain Powers and Offices at the Reformation, 
no leſs than the alienation of the 45 Lands to, Laymen, as 
judging em neceſſary to ſupport the Dignity of the 
Church, for the Church in the Senſe of theſe Men was 
only. a Corporation of the Clergy. Arcl-Biſhop Laud 
gave much reaſon to ſuſpect that he aim'd at a fort of 
Patriarchate, and to be ftild as the Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury was in former times, Alrerius Orbis Papa, the 
Pope of the other World; as the Britiſh WflandsWwere reck- 
ond on their firſt diſcovery : But l think em extreamly 
ignorant or unjuſt, who affirm that this great Prelate 
was in Doctrine a Papiſt or Popiſhly inclind. 

The Nonconſormiſis, on the other hand, conſidering. 
the. Biſhops were eſtabliſh'd by Laws, which mult be 
only repeal'd by the fame Authority, took ſometimes 
imprudent and - unprecedented: methods to hinder them 
from acquiring further Power, and to prevent the intro- 
ducing thoſe new or rather old Ceremonies, which were 
revivd to beget the greater veneration for the Eccle- 
haftical'Body under the pretences of Order _ I j 

355 ut 


the State of England, Oc. 
but which in eſſect begot a more viſible conformity be- 
tween us and the Church of Rome. To. Men of Senſe wis 
coud do no harm, yet was it of dangerous conſequence 
to the Vulgar, who are ordinarily led by appearances, 
and to whote diſpoſitions great regard is to be had in all 
concerns of this nature. The Generality of em were 
againſt theſe things. And when the ſtruggle was begun 
between Liberty and Prerogative, the Aſſertors of the 
firſt got alt the Nowconformiſts to join with em; to con- 
tinue which aſſiſtance they declar'd of courſe againſt the 
Biſhops, who had medled too much in Civil Affairs, and 
particularly by railing the Kings Perogative. As a return 
of this ſervice they hop'd to bring about their own de- 
ſigns, and to make his Majeſty their ſteady Friend and 
Patron againſt all their Oppoſers, wherein he ſhew'd 
more conſtancy and gratitude than his Son James the I. 
did to the Preachers of Pajive Obedience, The King's 
Enemies becoming ſuperior in the War, and the Gentle- 
nen who join d with the Noncouformiſis on a Political 
bottom, minding the fettling of the State and Foreign 
Alliances more than their particular Diſcipline ; the Non- 
conformiſts (who were the greater number) gave ſuch a 
weighty turn to affairs, that there was no protecting of 
their Adverſaries from their Vengeance. They return'd 
all their ill uſage fourfold upon their own heads, tho' it 
muſt be acknowledg d they gave no ſuch remarkable in- 
ſtances of Cruelty or Severity, as the Star- Chamber and 
the Spiritual Courts did before the War. But in their 
Committees, Tryals of Scandalous or unqualifi'd Miniſters, 
in their Deprivations, Cenſures, and the like Exercites 
of Authority, there were more abuſes and injuſtices com- 
ratted, than are capable of any Detence or Apology, and 
which the former rigorous proceedings of the Biſhops can- 
not any way juſtifie in Men profeſling the Chriſtian Re- 
{i20n, and that ſet up for Champions of Civil * 
C2 | We 
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We all know by what means Royalty and Epiſcopacy 


were afterwards reſtor'd ; and from the premiſes we may 
eaſily deduce the Original of the diſtinction which has 


ever ſince continu'd, and which makes ſo much noiſc 


among us at preſent, I mean the High and the Low- 


Church. By Low-Church- Men are ſignified thoſe who ap- 


prove of Epiſcopacy, the Liturgy, and Diſcipline eſtabliſh'd 
by Law, but who believe the Proteſtant Religion may ſub- 
fiſt (tho' not ſo well) without them; who therefore 
have a brotherly Charity and Communion with all other 
reform'd Churches; and who wiſh the diſſenting Prote- 


ſtauts at home wou'd comply with the Law in matters 


indifferent or unſinful, tho' in their private Opinion not 
the pureſt; but who, if the Diſſenters will not allow 
this indiſſerence or unſinfulneſs, are for bringing them 
to conformity, with calm reaſon and amicable perſwaſion, 
and not by laying them under any force or compulſion, 
fo long as they. join with us in defence of the ſame 
doctrine againſt the Papiſts, and are as hearty as our 
ſelves for ſupporting the Civil Government. The High- 
Church- Men are they who maintain the Order of B/hops 


(ſuperior to Presbyters) to be of Divine Inſtitution, be- 


ing of ſuch abfolute neceſſity that no true Orders can be 
cohferr'd, and that no regular Chriſtianity can ſubſiſt 
without it; who on no Conſiderations are for making any 
changes in our Diſcipline or Liturgy, tho they neither 
profeſs themſelves nor the Authors of it infallible ; who 
treat all Proteſtants abroad as if they were not Chri/tiars, 


ſo far are they from acknowledging them for Brethren ; 


and who are for compelling the Diſſenters at home to 
Conformity, by. Penal Laws, Cenſures, and Incapacities. 
The Low- Church. Men have been always for limitting the 


Civil Government with Laws, preſerving to the King and 


to the other two Eſtates, their ſeveral Priviledges and 


Prerogatives, and their Liberty and Property to the 
- People. 


the State of England, &c. 


people. But the Higb- Churchmen have been generally for 
the uncontroulable Power of the Prince in Temporal Af- 
fairs, as molt agreeable to the Juriſdiction they. claim 
themſelves in Eccleftaſticks ; tho tis obſervable that they 
have twice declar'd for Limitations to the Crown, firſt 
when they queſtion d the Prince's Title, and next when 
the Prince was not for their pur poſe. £ 

From this ſhort view, and from the whole courſe of the 
Enliſh Hiſtory it appears, that the High. Church is not 
the Church of England; but a certain number of Clergy- 
men and Laymen, who are either Favourers of Popery, or 
who are averſe to our mixt Government and her Majeſty's 
Right ; both which ſorts make thoſe their Tools who 
keep a mighty noiſe to be let into Places, or who raiſe 
a great Clamour for being turn'd out of them. The Bo- 
dy of the Church of England, on the contrary, are as zea- 
lous for the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberty of the 
Government, as any Community in the World, yielding 
to none for Learning, Piety, or Virtue. And therefore 
they are not to be charg'd with Diſaffection to her Maje- 
ty, or Inclination to Popery, from the Diſcourſes, Wri- 
tings, or Actions of thoſe Conſpirators, who, under fo ma- 
ny different Colours ſince the Reformation, have been la- 
bouring to deſtroy her, and who at length in our days 
have boldly thrown off the Mask, many of em refuſing 
all Communion with us, and arrogating the Name of 
the Church of England ſolely to themſelves. Nor needs 


there a more palpable demonſtration of their &ypocriſy to 


any Man of common Senſe, than the Schiſm that moſt of 
em have lately made from us, with whom they yet profeſs 
to agree in Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip having ſe- 
parated for no other Reaſon than becauſe we depos'd. a 


Priace that wou'd rob us of this ſame Doctrine, Diſcipline 


and Worſhip ; and becauſe our Parliament deprivd thoſe 
Biſhops who wou'd not approve our thus preſerving our 


Spiritual. 


—— 
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Spiritual and Civil Rights, according to the Laws of Na- 
ture and the Land, tho we ſupply d their Sees with Men 
of eminent Learning, Piety and Zeal, who ſignaliz'd their 
Abilities in defence of our Religion and Liberty. 

From the Church of England we muſt likewiſe transfer 
to theſe Men, the Reputation we have got of being both 
uncharitable and uumannerly. *Tis paſt controverſy, that 
their Notions of Schiſm and Ordination (never approv d 
or underſtood by the fiftieth Part of our Church) have 


occaſion'd the Imputation of UVucharitableneſs, and not 


without reaſon, had we been juſtly chargeable with ſuch 
{ſtrange Opinions. *Tis no leſs evident, that it is in the 


Polemical or rather Political Books of the fame Men, 


you read the ſcurrilous Reproaches they caſt on others, 


Page 21. 


and the vain-glorious Commendations they beſtow on them- 


felves, which are indeed the quinteſſence of ill manners: 


Such as that they are the beft Reform d Church in the World, 
which may be true, tho' not fit for them to ſay; that 
they fleer between the gaudy Dreſſes of affected Rome, and 


the flovenly Attire of naſty Geneva; and the Memoriali/t 


ſays, That 20 Sect or ſort of Chriſtians whatſoever can boaſt 
of ſo extenſive a Charity, or fo good natur'd a Diſcipline, 
when in the ſame Libel, he who pretends to be their 
Mouth, arraigns the Government for not paſſing the Bz// 
againſi Occaſional Conformity, falls foul on the Biſhops tor 
the Mildneſs of their Diſcipline, in relation to their Pro- 


reſlaut Brethren, without mentioning a Syllable of the 


Popiſh Recuſauts; and, finally, he heaps on the Noncon- 
formijis all the contumelious Nicknames, opprobrious Lan- 
guage, aid fcandalous Imputations, that ever the High- 


Churchmen invented ſince the Reformation, Our Church 


then, but not that uncharitdble and unmannerly Conven- 
#cle which public the Memorial, does glory in her AH 
ſeration, whilſt thoſe others declaim againſt her as indit- 
terent or treacherous on this very ſcore; and, as we 


(hall 
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the State of England, Oe. 


(hail ſee anon, they cannot endure tlie very ſound of tz 
word Moderation. To ſpeak of our Church likewiſe as part 
of the Civil Conſtitution in her Di/cip/ine, ſhe's truly the 
Mean, and for that reaſon ought to be a Mediatrix be- 
rween other Churches But the Minute that ſhe complies 
with the Schemes of the Fizh-Charch Faction, ſhe be- 
comes a Party, either by perſecuting the Diſſenters, which 
is not the Office of a Reconciler ; or, out of hatred to 


a particular Favour and Happineſs from Heaven to this 


Nation! | 


We ſhall now proceed with the Hiſtory of the pretended 
Churchmento this preſent time. Inſtead of compoſing Dif- 
ferences at the Reſtoration (notwithſtanding the dreadful 
Shipwreck they had ſo lately eſcap'd) they deftroy'd all 
Projects of an Union, their Deſign being, as ſome of em 


plainly: profeſt it, to keep the Diſſenters out of the Church, 


and not to bring them into her Commanion: It was their 


viual Cant, that no body knew what Alterations they de- 
| manded, and therefore twas uncertain where they wou'd 
ſtop. Whereas the Diſſeuters, to do em juſtice, had of- 
terd in writing ſeveral Schemes, all of em for Peace 


lake more moderate one than another, which are ſince 


printed, and yet theſe pretended Churchmes continue the 


lame Cant to this very hour. The Court, n FOE 
0 
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of their own toplay, fell in with the Reſentments of tlic 
Blergy. Hundreds of the Diſſenting Miniſters, many o 
whom wou'd have been of excellent Service to the Church, 
were turnd out of their Livings in one day. The Mo- 
derate and true Churchmen coud neither help nor prevent 
theſe things, the other Party having the countenance of 
the Government, and ſo not only appropriating to them- 
ſelves the Name of the Church, but calling in queſtion 
the Loyalty as well as the Orthodoxy of all that wou'd not 
mount to their own pitch of Violence, which they ſancti- 
fied, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, with the holy pretence of 
Zeal, The ſeveral Penal Laws which were made again; 
the Diſſenters, were executed with great Rage and Rigour, 
and the Statutes formerly paſt againſt the Papiſts (tho 
ſeldom extended to them) were turn'd againſt our Prote- 
Rant Brethren with the utmoſt Severity. It was a ſtrange 
kind of Edification to hear Clergymen quoting thoſe Laws 
inſtead of the Goſpel, for urging Conformity; witneſs the 
numerous Libels they daily publiſh'd, and the Sermons 
which they. preach'd before all Perſons in Authority, eſpe- 
cially at Aſſizes to animate the Judges, which are as la- 


Paſſive Obedience are indications of their affection to Civi! I 


puſs inſtances of their Moderation, as their Books for 


Liberty, What impious, vile, and infamous things were 
laid to the Diſſenters charge, to make em odious to the 
People, and by all diſhoneſt repreſentations to render em 
the abhorrence of the World! They were accordingly 
uſed with the utmoſt Contempt and Scorn, loaded with 
Opprobries and Reproaches, left at the mercy of wick- 
ed [formers and more corrupt Judges, laid in noiſom 
Goals in company of Felons, Rogues and Scoundrels, 
diſpoſſeſs'd of their Goods, many of them baniſh'd, and 
ſome were ſtarv'd to death in Priſon. 

This is undeniable and recent in moſt Men's memory, 


And what was the Occaſion, I don't mean the mn 0 
fecret 
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ſecret Reaſon of the Court to deſtroy the Proteſtants by 


one another, but the Reaſon that was openly pretended ? 
The Stateſmen ſaid it was becauſe they wou'd not con- 
form to the Church, and the Churchmen ſaid, it was be- 
cauſe they wou'd not comply with the State. This is the 
ſtale Pretence of the Clergy in all Countries, after they 


have ſollicited the Government to make Penal Laws againſt 


thoſe they call Ferericks or Sciſmaticks, and prompted the 
Magiſtrates to a vigorous execution, then they lay all the 
Odium on the Civ Power, for whom they have no Ex- 
cuſe to alledge, but that ſuch Men ſuffer d not for Reli- 
gion, but for Diſobedience to the Laws. But, O Reve- 
rend Guides and Fathers, What Precept or Example do 
you find in the Goſpel of our Lord, to make the Doctrine 
or Diſcipline of Religion the ſubject of human Laws and 
Puniſhments> The Terms of Communion you impos d 
on the Diſſenters were all of em in your own Judgment 
indifferent, and many of em unneceſſary; while the Dzſ- 
ſenters believ'd ſeveral of em to be uncertain, moſt of 
em falſe, and none to be forc'd on ſcrupulous Conſciences. 
They were not permitted to declare their ſenſe of the 
Subſcriptions requir d, or to make any Explications of 
the Oaths they were to take, tho willing on ſuch Con- 
ditions to conform; whereby it {till appears there was a 
fix d Reſolution not to receive em, for this agreed not 
with the deſign'd Monopoly. If they refus d Conformity 
they were reported to do fo, becauſe inconſiſtent with 
their Principles and Purpoſes of Rebellion; but if they 
ſubmitted, then twas to get Preferments in Church and 
State, that they might be the more capable to deſtroy 
both. This was the Language of that time, as it is of 


many at preſent. In this manner therefore they ſhut the 


Church Doors againſt them, and then excommunicated em 
for not coming in. King Charles indeed took upon him 
once to grant them Liberty by diſperjing with the Penal 

„ Laus; 
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Laws; tho' ſome wiſe Men of that time ſuſpected it was 
not out of Tenderneſs of Conſcience or Kindneſs to them, 
but that he might di/perſe with all the other Laws ot 
England according to this Example. His Brother King 
James made the like uſe of his:Prerogative, that this Li- 
berty might alſo be extended to thoſe of his own Religion. 
And tho ſome Excuſes might be made in favour of human 
Nature under the miſerable circumſtances of the Diſſenters, 
yet (if they underſtood our Conſtitution) they were cer- 
tainly to blame, not who usd this Liberty which was 
their natural Right, but who addreſs'd for that Indulgence, 


tho very few in compariſon of the reſt. But this ought 


not to be made an Objection to em by thoſe, whoſe 46 
horrences againſt Parliaments are as much upon record to 
Poſterity, as the Memorialiſt will have theſe Addreſſes ſor 


Liberty of Conſcience to remain; and 'tis no uneaſy thing 


to gueſs which of em Poſterity will be moſt inclind to 
pardon. k | 

It wou'd be ſuperfluous to relate how the Prieſts of 
the High-Church preach'd Paſſive Obedience to our Popiſb 
Princes, and promoted their Arbitrary Power over the Pro- 
teſtant Laity, till they perceiv'd King James was bringing 
Papiſts into their Colleges, Biſhopricks and Benefices, and 
that tho' he had made em his Scaffolds, they were not 
the hands with which he meant to work. Then and 


not til] then, not for God's fake or the Peoples, but for 


their own Preſervation and Intereſt, the Nature of theſe 
High-Church-men (to uſe the Language of the Memorial) 
begun to rebel againſt their Principles ; and ſo they join'd 
in their Fright with the Low-Charch-men, nay, what is yet 
ſtranger, they leagu'd with the Dzſſenters themſelves to 
call over the Prince, of Orange, who generouſly came to 
reſcue our Religion and Laws from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power. At this ſtupendous and memorable Revolution the 
true ſtate of the Church of England did manifeſtly appear 5 
—_ an 


the State of England, c. 


and thouſands were curd of their innocent prejudices 
againſt her, which they had unwarily imbib'd from the 
Conſpirators aſſuming that Name of a long time wholly 
to themſelves. The Bulk of the Epiſcopal Laity, who 
never conſented to the Hardſhips we have mention'd 
(tho' they cou'd not hinder them, nor believe they wou'd 
be carry'd ſo far) did now moſt chearfully concur to re- 
move them. They ſhew'd their deteſtation of the High- 
Church Meaſures, and their contempt for Paſſive Obedience 
more (if it were poſſible) than the very Diſſenters, and 
_ were as forward to grant as theſe to deſire a legal Tolera- 
tion; Which is a ſufficient Juſtification of the Church of 
England (as ſuch) that ſhe never was, nor ever will be for 
Perſecution, | 

It muſt be confeſs'd that as more Pains were taken by 
the former Courts to pervert the Clergy, in order the ber- 
ter to ſeduce the Laity; ſo in proportion many more of 
the C/ergy than of the Laity were at this time in the 
High Church Intereſt. And 'tis obſervable that the Jaco- 
bites are ſtill moſt numerous where the Clergy are moſt 
powerful, as in your Cathedral Towns and the Univerſities. 
This is likewiſe the Reaſon, why, in the Convocation ſum - 
 mon'd immediately after the Revolution to heal our unhap- 
py Breaches, there was not found that Readineſs and 
compliance to cementing, peaceable, and moderate Reſo- 
lutions, as appear'd in the Parliament ; and therefore the 
Toleration was far from being parely the Reſult and Indul- 

gence of the Church, meaning thereby the Clergy, who Page 25. 

now wou'd not conſent to the leaſt alteration, notwith- 
ſtanding their late repeated Promiſes to the Diſſenters. 
On the coatrary, the High- Church men ſeem'd every where 
to repent, that once in their Lives they had been in the 
right, They opposd King Williams coming to the 
Crown, and conſequently Queen Anne. But, when they 
cou'd not prevent his Promotion, they were induſtrious to 
| D 3 furnih 
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furniſh him with a falſe Title, as if he had been only a 
King de facto, or by Force and Uſurpation, but not de 
jure, or by Right and Law. They were engag d in conti- 
nual Plots againſt him all his life, and never preach'd Paſ- 
five Obedience to him no more than they do to her preſent 
Majeſty, tho' profeſt Members of the Church of England, 
and zealous Defenders of the true Faith, King William 
(molt ingratefully accus'd of Jealouſy, Coldneſs or Indif- 
terence in that point, by the Memorialiſt) did more than 
all his Predeceſſors together for the Church of England, 
not only in expoſing his Perſon to deliver her out of 
the Pope's expanded Jaws, and ſo perpetually ſecuring to 
her all her Privileges and Emoluments, but alſo in filling 
the Places of thoſe who were depriv'd (for adhering to 
King James) with the very Perſons who had appear d du- 
ring his Reign with the greateſt Magnanimity, Learn- 
ing, and Applauſe, in defence of the Church againſt Po- 


pery. He likewiſe gave the Royal Aſſent to Laws exclu- 


ding for the future all Popiſh Kings and Queens from 
the Throne, that the Church may never hereafter fall 
into the like danger with that ſhe then eſcap'd: And at- 
terwards, in the new Limztations of the Crown, he pro- 
vided that the Proteſtant Succeſſor ſhould be a Member of 
the Church eſtabliſp d by Law, which is the utmoſt that 
cou'd be reaſonably wiſh'd or deſird. I mention theſe 
but as the principal of very many other Laws that paſt 
in his Reign, whereby the Church of England (both as it 
means all the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, and particu- 
larly as it ſignifies the National Eſtabliſpment of Worſhip 


and Diſcipline) was left by him in a moſt fafe and flouriſh- 


ing condition, as it ſtill continues under our moſt Gracious 
and Excellent Queen, bred from her Infancy of the Epiſ- 
copal Perſuaſion, tho abounding with Love and Charity 
to all other good Chriſtzans. | 


But 


the State of England, &c. 


But the High Church. Men, who can no longer mo- 
nopolixe the Dignities and Benefices to themſelves, nor 
Domineer over their Fellows by the Prince's Favour, at 
the expence of the Peoples Liberty, are enrag'd to be 


21 


brought down to an equal level with others, and won'd - 


fain perſwade us that the Church is in imminent danger, 


tho they are wonderfully put to it to ſhow us what or 


from whence we are to fear. Popery they dont pretend, 
of which on the contrary they endeavour to leſſen our 


apprehenſions, becauſe they are themſelves in the Intereſt Page 4s. 


of a Popiſh Pretender to the Crown, and therefore 71 


linkd in Amity, Counſels, and Purpoſes with the Papiſts 


that adhere to him. And tis matter of fact, that part- 
ly from this odd Conjunction, and partly from their 


implacable Reſentment, very many of em have apoſta- 
tizd to Popery ſince the Revolution. What is our dan- 
ger then? Firſt they fondly imagine, that after ſixteen 


Lears experience the Nation is ſtill blinded with thoſe 


prejudices which the High- Church. Men had formerly 
created againſt the Diſſenters; Next, They do as vainly 


ſuppoſe, that all who acknowledge the Diſſenters as Bre- 


thren will be held for Favourers of their Cauſe and Way; 


and laſtly, from theſe premiſes, which they expect will 
be taken for granted, they conclude that the Diſſenters 


are a very formidable Party, likely to overthrow the 


National Religion, and ſo to ſet up for themfelves. But 
of this Argument we'll evince the fallacy and impoſſi- 


- bility, when we come to conſider the preſent ſtate of 


the Diſſenters. 


Nevertheleſs to gain credit to ſuch abſurd Suppoſitions, 
the Tongues and Pens of the High- Churchmen are let looſe- 
againſt the moderate Clergy every where, repreſenting 
em all as Presbyterians, Their Rage is ſharpnd in a 
ſpecial manner againſt the Biſhops, whom they revile, 
beſpatter, and abuſe in a ſtrain neither becoming Prieſts 

| nor. 


20 


The MEMORIAL of 


furniſh him with a falſe Title, as if he had been only a 
King de facto, or by Force and Uſurpation, but not die 
jure, or by Right and Law. They were engag d in conti- 
nual Plots againſt him all his life, and never preach'd Paſ- 
five Obedience to him no more than they do to her preſent 
Majeſty, tho' profeſt Members of the Church of England, 
and zealous Defenders of the true Faith. King William 


_ (molt ingratefully accus'd of Jealouſy, Coldneſs or Indif- 


Pa. 25,26. 


terence in that point, by the Memorzaliſt) did more than 
all his Predeceſſors together for the Church of England, 
not only in expoſing his Perſon to deliver her out of 
the Pope's expanded Jaws, and fo perpetually ſecuring to 
her all her Privileges and Emoluments, but alſo in filling 
the Places of thoſe who were depriv'd (for adhering to 
King James) with the very Perſons who had appear d du- 
ring his Reign with the greateſt Magnanimity, Learn- 
ing, and Applauſe, in defence of the Church againſt Po- 
pery. He likewiſe gave the Royal Aſſent to Laws exclu- 
ding for the future all Popiſh Kings and Queens from 


the Throne, that the Church may never hereafter fall 


into the like danger with that ſhe then eſcap'd: And at- 
terwards, in the new Limztations of the Crown, he pro- 
vided that the Proteſtant Succeſſor ſhould be a Member of 
the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, which is the utmoſt that 
cou'd be reaſonably wiſh'd or deſir'd. I mention theſe 
but as the principal of very many other Laws that paſt 
in his Reign, whereby the Church of England (both as it 
means all the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, and particu- 
larly as it ſignifies the National Eſtabliſhment of Worſhip 
and Diſcipline) was left by him in a moſt ſafe and flouriſh- 
ing condition, as it ſtill continues under our molt Gracious 
and Excellent Queen, bred from her Infancy of the Epiſ- 
copal Perſuaſion, tho abounding with Love and Charity 
to all other good Chriſtians. | 


But 
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But the High Church. Mex, who can no longer mo- 
nopolixe the Dignities and Benefices to themſelves, nor 
Domineer over their Fellows by the Princes Favour, at 
the expence of the Peoples Liberty, are enrag'd to be 
brought down to an equal level with others, and wou'd 
fain perſwade us that the Church is in imminent danger, 
tho they are wonderfully put to it to ſhow us what or 
from whence we are to fear. Popery they dont pretend, 
of which on the contrary they endeavour to leſſen our 
apprehenſions, becauſe they are themſelves in the Intereſt Page 3 
of a Popiſh Pretender to the Crown, and therefore cloſely 
linkd in Amity, Counſels, and Purpoſes with the Papiſts 
that adhere to him. And tis matter of fact, that part- 
ly from this odd Conjunction, and partly from their 
implacable Reſentment, very many of em have apoſta- 
tizd to Popery ſince the Revolution. What is our dan- 
ger then? Firſt they fondly imagine, that after ſixteen - 
Years experience the Nation is ſtill blinded with thoſe 
prejudices which the High- Church. Men had formerly 
created againſt the Diſſenters; Next, They do as vainly 
ſuppoſe, that all who acknowledge the Diſſenters as Bre- 
thren will be held for Favourers of their Cauſe and Way; 
and laſtly, from theſe premiſes, which they expect will 
be taken for granted, they conclude that the Diſſeuters 
are a very formidable Party, likely to overthrow the 
National Religion, and ſo to ſet up for themſelves. But 
of this Argument we'll evince the fallacy and impoſſi- 
bility, when we come to conſider the preſent ſtate of | 
the Diſſenters. | 
Nevertheleſs to gain credit to ſuch abſurd Suppoſitions, 
the Tongues and Pens of the High- Churchmen are let looſe. 
2gainſt the moderate Clergy every where, repreſenting. 
em all as Presbyterians, Their Rage is ſharpnd in a 
{pecial manner againſt the Biſhops, whom they revile, 
beipatter, and abuſe in a ſtrain neither becoming Prie/ts 
nor: 
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nor Gentlemen; tho' many of theſe worthy Fathers be the 
individual Perſons whole Zeal and Fortitude they cxtoll'd 
in King James's Reign, and with whoſe learned Labours 
they do at this time reproach the Diſſenters. This among 
others is done by the Memorialiſt, boaſting that the Church 
of England alone defended the Proteſtant Religion againſt 
Popery; and yet ſays, that the corruption is jo far ſpread, 
that Lawn-Sleeves are no ſure fign of a Churchman, But 
in King Charles the Firſt and Second's days, when the 


ſeverities us'd againſt the Diſſexters (as Oppreſſion will 


make wiſe Men mad) had provok'd em to Cenſure the 
immoral Actions of certain Bi/hops, tho the Facts were 
got deny'd, yet the very Character of thoſe Biſhops was 
urged as a ſufficient reaſon not to have their failings ex- 
pos d. But theſe were favourite Biſhops, Men famous in 
their Generation for preaching Mill and Pleaſure to the 
Prince, Non. Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience to the People, 
and for preſſing inexorable executions againſt the Di, 
ſenters. For theſe vertues the preſent want of em is re- 
gretted by ſuch as are animated with the ſame Spirit, 
and the Memorialiſt ſadly complains, that the Church has 
loſt ſeventeen of thoſe beroick Prelates that gave Life aud 
Vigour to thoſe noble Sentiments; and that moſt of their 
places are fill d with Men of another ſtamp, who, not leing 
warm d themſelves with the ſame Zeal for it, by preaching 
indifference to the Intereſts of the Church under the ſpecious 


deceitful name of Moderation, have very much dampt and 


in a manner extiuzuifſhd that noble Spirit, which their Pre- 


deceſſors had infus d into the inferiour Clergy, The beſt 


News that ever England heard, and the greateſt Service 


the B/hops ever did the Church! ] {hall not particularly 


examine into the Characters of theſe ſeventeen Heroes: 
but I hope its no crime to ſay, that, to the great loſs of 
the Church, one of em dy'd in Ireland with King James, 
when he was fighting there againſt the Proteſtants, and 


had 
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had filld all their Churches with Popifh Eccleſiaſticks; 


and that four of em, who join'd firſt with the Prince of 


Orange againſt King James at the Revolution, deſerted him 
ina Months time to King James again, as they and others 
of theſe ſame Heroes have deſerted the Communion of 
the Church of England ever ſince. They are loſt there- 
fore to the Church to all intents and purpoſes ;; and we 
heartily wiſh for the ſake both of Church and Govern- 
ment, that the furious Spirit of Bigotry and Perſecution, 
with the Arbitrary and Slaviſh Sentzments which they 
have infus'd into ſome of the Inferiour Clergy, were not 
only (as they now are) much dampt, and in a manner ex- 
tinguiſb by the free Principles and. moderation of the 
preſent Biſhops, but likewiſe that they were entirely loſt 
with their deceas'd and abdicated Authors, Infuſers, and 
Abettors. 

Thus from its firſt Original, and thro' all the Grada- 
tions of it, we have given the brief Hiſtory of the High- 
Church, that, in the firſt place, by ſhewing what the Me- 
morialiſt and his Party mean by the Church, the Diſſen- 
ters might be undeceivd from their prejudices, and not 
raſhly impute to the Church of England the Principles or 
Practices of a head- ſtrong, Ambitious, or Popiſh Faction, 
which ſhe never approvd: And Secondly, That no true 
Charch-mun might be impos'd on by Words or Names, 
but judge of all Perſons by their Actions, bletiing God 
inceſſantly for a Queen, who is ſo true a Nurſing Mother 
to the Church; for Biſhops fo Learned, Charitable, and 
Religious; and for living under ſo wiſe and good a 
Coverntaent, where Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each 
other. | 
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Of the DISSENT ERS 


| E have already diſcours d of the Riſe of the D/ 
ſenters, and their various Fortune till the late 


Revolution; ſince which time they are tolerated by Lau, 


and enjoy at preſent the benefit of her Majeſty's Glorious 
Reign in common with her other Loyal Subjects. 
Tho' we be no Diſſenters our ſelves, yet the Principles 


'of the Church of England have taught us to be juſt to 
them as well as to all the World: and tho' we do not 


join in their Diſſent, yet as we woud not uſe force to 


reduce them to Conformity, ſo we wou'd lay nothing to 


their charge but what in Juſtice they deſerve. Where- 
fore we mult needs ſay that they ſpeak improperly who 
repreſent 'em as leaving our Church, and who are for 
treating 'em on that Account as Schiſmaticks, There 
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were as early and illuſtrious Reformers in this Kingdom of 


their Opinions as any whatſoever, and even ſeveral Bi- 
ſhops profeſt themſelves of their Mind in matters of 


Diſcipline and Worſhip ; which are the only things where: 
in we differ. They were fellow-ſuſferers with us in the 


Marian Perſecution: Hooper was not the only Perſon oi 
theſe Sentiments, Who offer d his Body to the Flames 


in defence of the Prote/tant Religion: And the Exiles 


from the Popiſh Fury, carried their Diviſions about thoſe 
points along with them, and kept em ſtill on foot in the 
places of their refuge. We commend not the Rigid-e/s 
of the one fide or the other, tho' we cannot blame Men 
for modeſtly teſtifying their diſagreement where ther 

| ale 
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are not fully ſatisfied in their Judgments. They may 
call it Conformity, but it wou'd be Zypocrifie to do other- 
wiſe. | 

On the ceaſing of the Perſecution, by Queen Elizabeths 
mounting the Throne, they all return'd to Exglaud, but 
more potitively reſolv'd in their Diviſions; thoſe we now 
call the Diſſenters being encouraged and confirm'd by 
the example of Foreign Churches, Exceptions indeed 
they have always made to the Liturgy, either as im- 
perfect, tho' excellent for the time; or as ſymbolizing 
too much with the Maſs, which was counted needlets 
after the general Converſion of the Nation; or as actu- 
ally containing certain Errors which they cou'd not ſub- 
ſcribe, and much leſs read in the Church. Catalogues 
of theſe Exceptions they have often deliver'd, the Lin- 
coln-Miniſters and others before the Civil Warrs, and after 
the Reſtoration at the Savoy-Conference, They have like- 
wile given the Liturgy compleat as they wou'd have it 
re form d, which is ſtill extant in Print. And here we have 
two things to obſerve : Firſt that the Diſſenters are miſ- 
repreſented, when accus'd of never offering the terms on 


which they wou d unite; And, Secondly, That they never 


declar'd peremptorily againſt the uſe of all Litarzies, no 
more than the other reform d Churches which have their ſet 
Forms, without excluding the gitts of their Miniſters in Ex- 


tempore Prayer,which is alſo practis'd by the Miniſters of the 


Church of England before their Sermons. I wou'd there- 
tore charitably believe, it is in expectation of a more fa- 
vourable diſpoſition for a Union, that they have hitherto 
neither tranſlated the Liturgy of the other Reform'd Churches, 
nor evereſtablilh'd any of their own. But the Innovations 
in Arch-Biſhop Laud's time drove em too much to the other 
extreme; and made em guilty of many unſeemly and 
ſometimes uncharitable expreſſions againſt our Common 
Prayers: With which nevertheleſs the whole Body of them 
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is no more to be charg'd, than the Church of England with 
all the exorbitancies of the High- Churcb. No Man pre- 
tends but the Diſſenters had their Tantivies of ſeveral forts: 
nevertheleſs where Men are inclin'd to Peace, ſuch things 
are mutually forgot; and if they have but natural Equity, 
the faults of a few will never be imputed to all. 

But in the Memorial the Diſſenters are made to aim at 
ſubverting the Church and the Monarchy, which is the Prin- 
cipal Subject of the Book. Cou'd this Charge be prov'd 
| ſhoud not be the Man to make their Apology. They 
enjoy already as full, as free, and as legal a liberty as any 
others to Worſhip God according to the dictates of their 
own Conſciences, in which Reſpect they have nothing 
more to deſire, and they neither can nor do complain. But 
throughout the whole Memorial tis inculcated, that they 
deſign to overthrow the Hierarchy, and to make themſelves 
the National Church. Whoever gives himſelf leiſure to con- 
ſider never ſo little, will perceive how wild and groundleſs 
this ſuppoſition muſt needs be, and how diſſonant from 
the true ſtate of things. For if the Diſſenters had the 
Power, tis impoſſible they cou'd altogether and at once 
become the National Church, ſince they conſiſt of various 
Sects and Conſtitutions, as different from one another as 
every one of em is from the Church of England, which is a 
thing indiſputable and ſelf-evident, own'd even by the 
Memorialiſt. | 

But then if they had the Power, I deny they can have 
the Will to be the National Church. The Quaſters, with 
whom the Memorialiſt is very angry, are againſt all ſtated 
Clergymen, againſt any Spiritual Juriſdiction, Church Re- 
venue t, or maintenance of Miniſters from the Publick ; and 
therefore they ought not to be reckon d among the Can- 
didates for a National Church, which without theſe things 
cannot ſubſiſt as ſuch, and for the ſake of which the 


| aakers alledge that all the buſtle is made. They allow 


every 


Jn 


eo 


JJ ,! 


the State of England, Oc. 
. C 

every individual Chriſtian (not excepting their. Women) 
to Pray and Preach in their /ſee?ings, according to every 
ones meaſure of Light of Knowledge, and as they are dit- 
pos'd by the Spirit of God to propagate his Goſpel of Trurh 
for the benefit of their fellow Creatures. his is the Ac- 
count they give of themſelves agreeable to their Practice; 


27 


and therefore are not concern'd by Intereſt or Inclination 


to alliſt one Party more than another in their contentions 
about this matter. But finding their ſafety in Civil Liberty 
(from which Toleration in Religion is inſeparable) they 
join in Elections for Parliament Men, with the Party like- 
lieft to grant or to preſerve it, in which regerd they are in- 
deed the exacteſt Trimmers in the Nation. Their Conduct 
in the laſt Elecllon is one of the fruits of the Bill againſt 
Occaſional Conformity, and we know it to be the Cauſe of 
the High-Church-mer's diſpleaſure againſt them now; but 
they ſhou'd remember the time (tor tis within memory) 
when they voted, and that judiciouſſy on their ſſde, which 
was one of the two times I mention d that the High Churcb- 


men were againſt the Preregative, and would paſs for pro- 


teſt Converts to Lilerty both Civil and Religious. The 
Memorialiſt was therefore in a Paſſion when he rathly faid, 
that they never extend their Alliance, Commerce, or Charity 
beyond their own Seft. 1 97 
The Independents are as little as the Quaters for a Na- 
tional Church, allowing only of Congregations voluntarily 
gather d and call'd our of the World, wich Societies are 
mndependent of all Dioceſſes or Preibyferics, not admitting 
Synods with any manner of Church Power, but only tot 
mutual help and advice. The emorialiſt poſitively affirms 
that every individual Paſtor among them is Biſbop of bis 
Congregation, Abſolute, Arbitrary, aud uncontroulavle in Spi- 
rituals, which will find credit only with thoſe who ex- 
amine tlie truth as little, or diſſemble it as much as him- 
ſelf: for an Independent Miniſter is ſo far from having any 
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point of Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, that he can do nothing 
without the joint conſent of the Church. Members, among 
which the Women are permitted in ſome caſes to give their 
ſuffrage. He farther affirms, that each Miniſter is ſubject 
and accountable in matters of Religion to none but God, which 
is no Priviledge more peculiar to him than to every one 
of his Congregation, and what every Proteſtant profeſſes 
as the firſt principle of the Reformation, But meaning it, 
as he does, of the Miniſters Authority in ordering and di- 
recting matters of Religion or Diſcipline, he has no power 
at all, ſo far is he from being Arbitrary and Abſolute. 
The People may withdraw from him when they- have juſt 
Exceptions to his Life or Doctrine. Nor do's Ordination 
alone conſtitute a Miniſter among them without the E- 
lection of his Hearers, which is another thing inconſiſtent 
with a National Church; and I ſaid before that they reject 
the Notion of a Catholicꝶ Church, as a Society veſted with 
Authority, and to which all particalar Churches are in Sub- 
orcination and Subjection. Thus the Jeſt of the Memo- 
rialiſt is ſpoilt, That the Independents have a little Pope in 
every Congregation, and that every individual Preacher a- 
mong them is a whole petty Antichriſt himſelf. This indeed 
is Language befitting ſuch as only think of Dragooning 
Men to their way without ſatisfying their Reaſons; but 
not leſs becoming thoſe who underſtand as little of the 


Controverſies they manage, or the Men they Condemn, 


as the Spaniards or the Turks, This appears further in 
the like Sarcaſm upon the Presbyterians, who, he ſays, 
have one Pope in each Nation, which is the Synod; and that 
the ſeveral Miniſters of which it is compos'd, are but fo many 
Limbs of Antichriſt. The Anataptiſts agree in all the fore- 
mention'd things with the Independents, permitting every 
Man that has gifts enabling him for it, to teach in the 
Congregation ; and truly (as a Perſon of ſingular Worth, 
Knowledge, and Moderation, ſaid once in a merry hu- 
| mour) 
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mour) the Anabaptiſt is but an Independent under Ma- 
fer. 


Church of England has to fear. They place Authority, we 


own, in their Presbyteries over the Parochial Miniſters ; 


but none ought to arraign em for that, who allow as 
much to the Biſhop in his Dioceſs, for this is only a Diſpute 
about the proper hands wherein to ſettle the Power. What 


The Presbyterians therefore are the only Rivals the 


2 


wou'd the Memorialiſt infer from it, if we granted that page 41. 


the Presbyterians lodge the Juriſdiction of Archbiſhops and 


Biſhops in their Synods aud Claſſes, tho” it be not in all 
things the ſame Power? Beſides that the ſame Power dif- 
ferently lodg'd makes a great alteration in Government, as 
the Supreme Power in a Single Perſon is one thing, and 
quite another thing in the Three Eſlates. Now, we readi- 
ly yield him what no body ever deny'd, that the Presby- 
terians are capable of being a National Church, and that 
they are actually ſo in many places of Europe. But he un- 


fairly repreſents them, when he ſays, their Clergy pretend Page 433 


to be infallible, and exempt from Lay-Juriſdiftion ; and that 


-” 


the ſentencing and correction of Sinners without limitation of 


kind, either of Sin or Puniſhment, belongs to their Miniſters. 
| defy any Man to produce an Inſtance wherein the Jeſuits 
did ever more audaciouſly calumniate. But becauſe he 
was aware that nothing of this is known in England, he 
affirms that 27 i fil pradtis'd in Scotland, where upon what- 
ever account the Presbytery is pleas'd to excommunicate any 
one, the cuſtom of Forning ſtill remains, that i, of ſeizing 
all his Eſtate and Effects at the found of a Horn, which us 
the Kirk's Warrant for execution; and againſt this Sentence 
(however unjuſt) the Governmeat dare not give any relief. 
If it were really thus in Scotland, what's that to the 
Churches where it is not ſo ; as in Holland, for Example? 
For Biſhops, no more than Presbyters, have not equal 
Power every where, theſe and the like Temporal Privileges 
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Due MEMORIAL of 
being eſſentially inherent to neither; but as the Civil Go 
Vernment is pleas'd to grant or to take them away.in ſuch 
degrees or proportions as they think moſt convenient. But 
every Syllable of what he ſays is falſe in fact; and in- 
deed there was never known a more diſingenuous Writer. 
In the late Rezgn the Civil Sting or Puniſhment of Excom- 
munication was aboliſh'd in that Kingdom by A of Par- 
liament; which is one of the important Services King 


William render'd the Proteſtant Religion there: And cer- 


tainly 'tis no ſmall Service to Religion to take away any 
Power from a Church, which is liable to be partially or 


vindictively exercis d, and perhaps on very light or trivial 


occaſions; beſides that this was one of the worſt Relicts 


of Popery, not grounded on Scripture, nor to be tolera- 
ted by common Prudence. Tis moſt unqueſtionably true, 
that by the handle of Excommunication inſufferable Abuſes 
were formerly committed in Scotland, whereof we hear 
nothing ſince the Revolution; tho? we need not go far for 


Examples, when in our own Church (a thing which all 
the ſound Members of it paſſionately long to ſee reform'd) 
Men are daily made over to the Devil with great ſolem- 
nity for a Tith-Pig, or Eaſter-Fggs, or three Tiles of 
a Church, whereby their Credit is ruin'd, their Goods 
ſelz d, and their Perſons often impriſon d. Beſides the 


- Blemilh this brings on our excellent Church, it takes away 


in great part the true Ends and Awe of the Scripture Ex- 
communication; nor ſhoud this Power of inflicting Civil 
Puniſhments be committed to any Church, being a blame- 
worthy Article wherever found, whether among the Fpi/- 
copals, Presbyterians, or Papiſts, from the laſt of Which 
both the others have borrow'd it. Bur ſtill tis objected 
with an ill grace by us to the Presbyterians, till we come 
to a temper firſt to reform it at home, As for Horning, 
tis not the warrant of the Air, but of the State, on 
occaſions of Treaſon or Outlawry, But in ſuch of = Mi- 
2 © Rakes 
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ſtakes we are no further concern d, than to ſhew with what 
an air of Aſſurance he utters the groſſeſt Falſhoods. 


Now the laborious reſearch of the Memorzalzft, to diſco- Page 21. 
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ver which Sect of the Difſenters bids faireſt for the Na- 5738. He. 


tional Church, on the ſuppos'd Downfal of our Hierarchy, 


appearing impertinent; and acknowledging it poſſible for 
the Presbyterians alone to become the National Church in 
that caſe, yet tis moſt certain that their Miniſters, in the 


firſt place, would be no Gainers by it, they being already 
as well if not better (and the Memorialiſt owns more equal- page 41. 


iy) provided for, than the /»ferzour Clergy of the National 
Church, The rich Dzgnities woud not fall to the ſhare 
of their Clergy, with whoſe Parity they are incompatible ; 
but, as it happen d here as well as in other places before, 
and lately in Scotland, they wou'd all devolve to the State. 
Neither wou'd their Peop/e get any more by it, than to 
be exempted from their voluntary Contributions, which 
among ſo many are inſenſible, and no ſuch Burden as that 
to eaſe their Purſes of it, they wou'd madly hazard their 


Civil and Religious Liberty. None of the other Sedts - 
wou'd aſſiſt the Pre/byterians in ſuch an Enterprize, it be- 


ing indifferent to them which is the National Church, 


provided they enjoy a free Toleration of their own way: 


For as to the degrees of Severity they felt in their turns 


under each, they are not more natural to one than to 
the other, all National Churches being ready enough at 
that ſport, where the Clergy are not over-rul'd- and kept 
on their good Behaviour, as they are in every wiſe G- 


vernment by the Civil Magiſtrates. 


We grant the Presbyterians may act againſt their Interelt 
as well as other Men ; but we deny, that, if they were 


infatuated enough to deſign it, they can ever be able to 
| | con- 


But it will be objected, That Men have often acted by o 
Paſſion and Ambition againſt their Intereſt, and that the 
other Sects did actually join with the Presbyterians before. 
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contend with the National Church, in reſpect of which they 


are an inconſiderable number, and indeed deſerving little 
regard when the other Sets and the Church are both una- 


nimous againſt them. But the other Sets did combine 
with them before. They did ſo; but it was not to ad- 
vance em to the Preheminence of a National Church, but 
to pull down another Church. power that oppreſs'd em all 
witch a heavy Yoke and an intolerable hand. The Gen- 


emen who reſiſted the Encroachments made on their na- 


tive and legal Liberty, invited to their aſſiſtance the Non- 
conformiſis, who were Sufferers for their Religion under the 


ſame Power; and aſſoon as the Order of Biſhops was abo- 


liſh'd, the Presbyterians did of courſe, and as a reward of 
their Services, come without Competitors to be the Na- 
tional Church. Yet this Exchange was not made with the 
conſent or good liking of the other Sects. For in the be- 
ginning of that unhappy War, nothing was generally 
propos d but reducing the Prerogative within its juſt 
bounds, and timely reſtraining the Innovations of the Cler- 
O, without Peoples laying any Schemes beforehand of 
what was to be done in caſe they ſucceeded, becauſe they 
really deſign'd no alteration in the Civil Government. 
Therefore after they had obtain'd their principal Aim, all 
ſorts of Men found themſelves deceiv'd in their particu- 
lar expectations; and, as it ſeldom fails to happen in ſuch 
Conſuſions, ſome were inſenſibly and moſt were impe- 
ruouſly carry'd beyond their firſt Intentions with the 
Torrent. To exemply. this in: detail, fuch as intended 
no more than the ſecuring our Conſtitution, which they 
reaſonably thought to be in ſome danger from certain Ar- 
bitrary Proceedings, did above all others abhor the In- 
vaſion of the Military Power, and the barbarous Mur- 
der of the King. The Independents, the Anabaptiſts, the 
new ſprung Sect of the Quabers and others, were not 
leſs irritated to find the Presbyterians rigidly W the 

ſame 
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fame Power the Biſhops had done before, which they 
promis'd themſelves wou d be aboliſp d here tor the fu 
ture in all Churches, loudly proteſting that they chiefly 
fought for this purpoſe, and that the Liberty of the Nation 
was not compleat without it. The Republicans were no leis 
diſappointed in their Models of Government by Cromwel's 
treacherous Uſurpation, And all of em together ſucceſ- 
fully join'd to undermine the Presbyterians, the Army for 
their proteſting againſt the King's Death, the Setlarzes for 
their refuſing Liberty of Conſcience, and the Epiſcopals (to 
name no others) that they might return once more to be 
the National Phurch, For in Conjunctures of this kind, 
there's no neceſſity of Agents or Treaties between the ſe- 


veral Parties (as there was then no ſetled intercourſe 


or correſpondence between ſo many hoſtile and repug- 
nant Intereſts) becauſe all are united by their preſent Sut- 
fering, or impending Danger; and, however diſagreeing 
in their other Actions, yet by a fort of Mechaniſm in Po- 
liticts, they naturally tend to the ſame Centre of Oppo- 
ſition againſt their common Adverſary. This Obſerva- 
tion was eminently verify'd by the univerſal Reſiſtance 
made to the late Bi againſt Occaſional Conformity ; and pru- 
dent Governors will accordingly ſquare their Meaſures in 
all ſuch Occurrences. | 

The other Sefs therefore and the Presbyterians did 
once join together; but it depends upon us that they ne- 
ver do ſo again. Let not our Clergy, inſtead of looking 
alter the Souls of their Flocks, buſy themſelves in Poli- 
ticks ; let them not be the Inſtruments of the Prince to 
enſlave the People: and let them neither be rigorous them- 
ſelves, nor excite others to be ſo, againſt ſuch as ent 
from them in matters of Religion. The only poſſible way 
for the Presbyterians to become the National Church, is 
by the Laiiys being ever forc'd again to call for their 


help (and they never do't unleſs they be forc'd) or by 


obliging 


3% De MEMORIAL of 
obliging the other Sefs to confederate with them for their 
mutual defence. But we leave every one to judge, whe- 
ther the High. Church Methods be the moſt likely to pre- 
vent ſuch a fatal Cataſtrophe ; eſpecially if it be conſider'd 
(for I think it worth repeating,) that the very 2yakers, 
who are not immediately touch'd by ſuch a Law, yet 
ſRrenuouſly oppos'd the Bil againſt Occaſional Conformity, 
as a degree of Infraction upon our common Liberty, and 
which they reaſonably expected might afterwards be ex- 

tended to other matters. For any thing elſe in the World, 
not reliſh d by the Faction of the High- Church, might as 

Page 18. Well be call'd Spiritual Jugling, were they left Judges of 

Men's Sincerity or Hypocriſy ; And all Acts of Worſhip 

_ perform'd by Diſſenters, tho agreeable to our Confeſſion 

of Faith or Liturgy, might be reputed, proſtituting thoſe 

Conſciences of which they pretended to be ſo tender, aud pro- 

Page 25. faning the moft ſolemn and holy Myſteries of the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion, to the baſe finiſtrous ends of eludiug the Law. 

It wou'd therefore be a lamentable proſpect (were we 
not ſecure in the Temper of our Government, and the 
Wiſdom of our Mini/ters) to ſee how certain Perſons, in- 
ſtead of bending their Care to preſerve the preſent Trau- 
guility, labour with all their Might and Induſtry to bring 
us again to Confuſton, uſing the moſt ſophiſtical and nefa- 
rious Arts imaginable to compals their wicked Deſigns. 

They talk of Diſſenters always in a Lump, to render em 

1 the more formidable to ignorant Bigots, as if they had 

1 all the ſame concerted Views, or were equally charge- 

F able with the ſame Imputations. Three of their Accuſa- 

tious I ſhall diſtinctly examine, as injurious to the Diſſen- 

{ ters, tending to diſturb tne Peace of the Church and Go- 

F verument, and reflecting on her Majeſty's Perſon. Firſt, 

3 they are all charg'd with being Common-wealths-men, or 

1 for popular Government, in oppſition to our eſtabliſh'd 

1 Conſtitution of Aing, Lords, and Commons. This Invention 


might 
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might paſs on thoſe Princes who held all for Republicans, 
that diſlik'd their Deſigns of Arbitrary and Defporick 
Power, But now, that the Liberty of the anticnt Exg- 
liſh Government is ſecur d to Poſterity by the confirmation of 
all former Laws in its Favour, by the B of Rights, the 
Limitations on the next Succeſſor, and by divers other ex- 
cellent Regulations; there is not a Difſenter in the Na- 
tion a Republican in any other ſenſe, than as being ready 
to expoſe his Life and Fortune for this admirable Form, 


| whereof they daily taſte the incomparable Bleilings, which 


have cur'd the few Democraticks we had (and thoſe moſtly 
Church. men) from the Impreſſions they receivd by King 
Charles and King James's Adminiſtration, They were all 
moſt cordial for King Milliam; they are as truly loyal 
and dutiful to Queen Axze : And not one of em but are 
ſuch Republicans as to be zealous for the Houſe of Hano- 
der, Which is like (they ſay) to furniſh the Crown with 
numerous Succeſſors. But conſidering the High- Church- 
men had fo lately endeavour'd to turn the Monarchy into 
an Oligarchy, or rather from the conſequences of it into 
an Anarchy, by the Regency they propos d at the Revoly- 


tion; they ought to be the more reſerv'd in aſperſing ſome 


with the Chimera of a Common wealth, as they wou'd 

fright others with the ridiculous Sham of the Church, 
The Diſſenters are, Secondly, accus'd of being againſt a 
Toleration to one another or to others, becauſe ſome of 
em were for Perſecution in the late times. *Tis the moſt 
abſurd and unjuſt thing conceivable, and fuificiently re- 
futed by daily Experience, to make Parties, Opinions, 
Virtues or Vices, fo abſolutely hereditary to Families or 
Nations, that they can never be cur'a of em. Had this 
Poſition been true, how from Heathens cou'd we have be- 
come Chriſtians, or from Papiſis turn Proteſlants > All 
the Poſterity of the late Sectaries have no more the ſame 
Deſigns with their Fathers, than all the Deſcendants of 
1 2 the 
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the Royaliſts : For not a few of both ſides have very fip- 
nally diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in contrary Notions and 
Parties to their Progenitors. But the Memorial;/? tells us 
not only that the Sous of thoſe Men yet remain, aud tu. 
herit many of em the Principles of their Fathers ; but that 
it wou'd therefore be no very uncharitable Suppelition, wit i» 
out any other Argument, to imagine 'em-l'tirs of their De- 
frens likewiſe, It were certainly moſt uncharitable to take 
that for granted, which is poſſible to be otherwiſe ; but 
if we us d ub farther Argument in the matter, that is, it © 
we made no uſe of our Reaſon, we cou'd imagine this 8 | 
as eaſy as any thing elſe, and all things in the World alike. 1 
The Independents and Anabaptiſts were profeſt Advocates > 


for Toleration from the beginning, and they ſtill continue 
of the ſame Opinion as well as the 2auakters, The Preſ- 
byterians were not always ſo, but have ſometimes us d . 
Compulſion in matters purely religious, and publiſh'd di- 1 
verſe Books to juſtify their Proceedings. Yet Experience, ; 

and a more ſedate Conſideration of things, have furniſh 
em with clearer Information and better Diſpoſitions. As 
many antient and modern Churches have frequently chang'd 
their Sentiments about certain, Articles, fo the Presbyte- 
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| rians are all now for Liberty of Conſcience to all Men in 2 | 
Points of meer Religion or Opinion ; and they have ex- 3 
preily declar'd their Minds to this purpoſe in ſeveral of 4 


their late Books, particularly in the Writings of Mr. Ca- 

lamy, which they generally approve. But, as an evidence 
ot their Sincerity in Fact, Ill give an Inſtance worthy 

O Publick Notice. Certain Quabers came not long ſince 

to ſome of the moſt eminent Miniſters of the Diſfexters, 

complaining that their Friends were hardly uſed in New- 

England, and even ſome of 'em put to death for their 

Perivation, tho' under the thread-bare pretence of di, 
eceytng the Laws, Wherefore they defird thoſe Miniſters, 

that, if they allow'd of the ſame Liberty to others they 

en- 
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-njoy'd here from the Government, they wou'd write their 
Thoughts of this Affair to their Brethren in New-Eng- 
and, who, they doubted not, woud reſpect their Judg- 
went. Whereupon thoſe Miniſters, after conjulting the reſt 
or their Body, and receiving their Conſent, diſpatchd two 
i ctters to New. England, one from the Inde pendents, and 
another from the Presbyterians, to the perſect Satisfaction 
of the Puakers. | 

The Diſſenters are, Thirdly, accus'd of Diſafßfeclion to 
the Queen's Perion. Of all Calumnics this ſurely is the 
moſt hardy as Kell as the moſt groundleſs. Tis now 
the Fourth Year of her Majeſtys Reign (which God long 
continue) and in this whole time there has not been one 
Dillenter heard to murmur or repine, ſo far are they from 
being found guilty of any Conſpiracy or Treafon ; whereas 
us notoriouſly known, that many who highly value them- 
{-lves on being Church-men, do obſtinately difown her 
Tirle, and very vndutifully reflect both upon her Perſon 
and Goverament, Never was Prince ſo rever'd and belov'd 
almoſt to Adoration by her Subjects, and by all the Pro- 
ſeſlant Sects without exception, as is Queen Auue, for her 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, Piety, Moderation, Clemency, and 
other Royal Virtues without number. She's truly Head 
and Queen of all her People, which has ſeated her Throne 
ſo jirm, that ſhe may reſt ſecure and eaſy at all the rude 
Clamours of the Conſpirators (and not even be provok'd 
to let the Laws looſe againſt them) were they twenty 
times more numerous; conſidering ihe has the Hearts and 
Hands of all the Low-Church-men at her Service, that is, 


ot almoſt the whole Lait) and Clergy of the Church of 


England, with the powerful addition of all the Di{fenters 
in the Kingdom. In reſpect of theſe the Papiſts and 
Hizh-Church-men are but a. handful ; and are therefore 
in their preſent ſeditious /zvedives and ſenſeleſs Me- 
vaces, rather the Objects of all Men's Laughter, Scorn 

| | and 
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and Contempt, than of her Majeſty's notice or indigns- 
tion. | 
Notwithſtanding the evident truth of this, yet one part 
of the grand Conſpiracy, and on which did hang the mol; 
promiſing hopes of the Popiſh Pretender, was a deſperate 
effort the High. Churchmen made to impoſe on the Queen 
- at the beginning of her Auſpicious Reign, before (as they 
imagin'd_) ſhe cou'd have time or opportunity to learn the 
true ſtate of her Subjects; and fo to prepoſſeſs her Royal 
Breaſt with an Opinion that the Whigs and Diſſenters were 
{worn Enemies to her Perſon, that they had always en- 
deavour'd to leſſen her Reputation with the People, and 
enter d into cloſe meaſures with the late King to Exclude 
her from the Crown. Theſe things, we may remember, 
were induſtriouſly ſpread and reported every where with 
the utmoſt aſſurance: and had her Majeſty been more cre- 
dulous or worſe inform'd, ſhe muſt of neceſſity have caus'd 
inexpreſſible grief to the greateſt number of her Faithful 
Subjects to be ſo unhappily miſunderſtood by her, and per- 
haps ſhe had through a fatal iſtate rhrown her ſelf into 
the Arms of inſidious Men, who preſerr'd the Tiile of 
another to hers, and were prepar d to deliver her Perſon, 


the Church, and all of us into the hands of their Foreign 3 


Protector and Confederate. 

The Queen to the unſpeakable felicity of theſe Nations 
knew better things; and every day of her Life ſince has 
afforded her freſh proofs that ſhe was not deceiv'd. But 
for the ſatisfaction of the People a Committe of Lords, who 
had examin d the Kings Papers, Publith'd their Report by 
Order of the Houſe ; and Dr. Drake's Book was by the ſame 
Houſe Order'd to be burnt as Falſe, Malicious, Villanous, 
and Scandalous, tending to create diviſions and jealouſies 
between her Majeſty and her People, for countenancing and 
promoting that heinous Aſperſion, without being able to 
produce any- Voucher or Author for the fame, But the 
{ Memo- 
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I ſemorialiſt, as if he were ignorant that any thing of 
this had happen'd, harps (till on the ſame ſtring, and 
2 Qrives in vain to render the Difſexters ſuſpected, in ſpight 
of the Queen's and the Nation's Experience. They, lays 


: he, who not a Month before (the King's Death) Breath d Page s. 


E nothing but Defiance, and inſulted the Church, and treated 
the Princeſs with the moſt ſcandalous Indignities and rudeſt 


Z Calumnies, were in an inſtaut grown the moſt dutiſul Subjects, 
the moſt affectionate Friends, and the moſt peaceable, meek, 


e Chriſtian-ſpirited People in the Univerſe. This is the 


ronical Turn he gives the matter, becauſe the Queen did 


f not find 'em what they were repreſented by the Higb- 
& Church. And in another place he inſinuates a diſtruſt of 
their peaceable Demeanor, Perſonal Reſpect, and cheer- 


ful Submiſſion to her Majefy, by asking whether we are Page v. 


= are, that they who ill treated and beſpatter d the Princeſs, 
and hop'd that ſhe never wou'd reign, are grown ſincerely fond 
= of the Queen, and heartily glad that ſhe does reign? By no 
means; he'll have their Loyalty and Moderation only a 
copy of their countenance, from the terrifying apprehen- 


ſion of their Guilt. Mas it zatural, ſays he, No, he an- Page 5. 


ers himſelf ! But they bad juſt before (tho Dr. Drake 


could not tell how, or by whom, or where, or when) 
E ivjured and affronted the Princeſs and Church of England, 


in ſo inſolent and outragious a manner, upon preſumption that 
= durable Schemes were upon the Anvil in their Favour, that 
| their own Conſciences upon the vaniſhing of them, prompted 
them to ſeek Pardon and Peace from thoſe they had ſo abus d, 
by an extraordinary Submiſſion, One wou'd think by read- 
ing ſuch Paſſages, that there had been Tumults againſt 
the Church, Endeavours for a Bill of Excluſion, and in- 
lamous Lzbels at leaſt diſpers'd againſt the Princeſs; . 
when all was orderly and quiet, without a word or ſy lla- 
ble of this matter. The Project they reported to be found 
| among the King's Papers is broadly hinted by the durable 


Scheme: 
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Schemes upon the Anvil, which we muſt needs call, tho 
we love not ſuch Language, a Villanous Calumny in tl: 
Forgers of the Story, and incorrigible Impudence in thr 
Memorialiſt. Vet the fancy of it tickles him; for in th 
ſame Page he ſays that he Diſſenters were mortiſy d, bun 
Bled, and diſappointed at the late King's death, and that 
the Whigs wou'd have been glad to have taken a genere 
Indemnity, with an Excluſion from all Truſt and Ofice 
Whereas King Williams Death (for which the Diſſenter;, 
no doubt, were ſorry) was no otherwiſe a Diſappointmcni 
to them than as it was to all Europe, having had no De 
| ſigns of their own to carry on by him, ſeparate from «:: 
Common Cauſe of Liberty and the Proteſtant Religion. 

Neither were the Whigs conſcious to themſelves of an; 
Crimes why they ſhou'd need or deſire an Indemnity iro 
that Faction he calls the Church, who thought to manage 
all without Control at that time, and who were neve 
known to be fo liberal of their Pardons when they ha- 
em to give. They were thoſe Zigh Church. men, on th 
contrary, who wanted an Indemnity, and had it at th 
Revolution, having jultly deſerv'd to be for ever ec 
from all Truſt and Ogice, which they had forfeited by their 
baſe and rrairerous Surrender of Charters to the foregoins 
Kings; whillt the Hhigs as bravely and loyally oppos's 
that Invaſion of our Rights, for which they were find, 
impriſon'd, baniſh'd, hang'd, and libell'd for Rebels by 
thoſe pretended Church men all over the Nation, But 
are the Whigs no better known yet to the Hemoriali(t, wi 
ſo oiten goes out of his way to dive into the inmoll 
Folds of their Hearts > Whereas, when on the fuppo!.- 
tion of thoſe Forgeries which he imprudently revives, 3 
certain di/mal Gentleman, of ſuch deep Pelzticks that 1:15 
idem never appears till he quits Baſineſs, and of {ucil 
unparallel'd Elogquencè that his Speeches are never under. 
tiood for the muſical ch ι¹i of his Words; I ſay When 
| | | {13:S 
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this Secretary of the F7igh-Church had gravely propos'd 
ſuch an Indemnity to certain Whigs, they rejected his Offer 
with the Scorn-and-Tndignation that became their Tano- 
cence, letting him underſtand (in very plain Language) 
who it was that ſtood in greater nced of a Pardon; and 
that they were reſolv d with the laſt drop of their Blood 
to ſtand by the Queen's Perſon, to ſupport the Freedom 
of the Government, and to maintain the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
/ion againſt all Attempts and Adverſaries whatſoever, 
wherein they have been hitherto, and ever will remain, as 
good as their Words. 

We held our ſelves oblig'd in duty as good Subjects, 
who deſire the Peace and Welfare of our Country, and 
that our Fellow- Citizens (who are hearty for the ſame 
Cauſe) may not fight againſt one another in the dark, to 
defend the Diſſenters againſt the virulent and manifold 
Miſrepreſentions of the Memorialiſt. But in particular we 
ſincerely aim d at three things: That the Church may not 


be diſturb'd by imaginary Fears of the Diſſenters form- 


ing any Deſigns againſt her National Eſtabliſhment ; that 
the Diſſenters may be convincd, tis neither their Intereſt 
nor in their Power to deſtroy the Church ; and that eve- 
ry body may perceive what a perfect Harmony there is be- 
tween all the Subjects of this Kingdom ?o perpetuate the 
Toleration of Religions, except a certain Faction (more con- 
ſiderable for their Noiſe than for their Number) who ſe- 
dulouſly endeavour to ſet the Queen againſt all the reſt, 


that they may the eaſier ſet up a Aing of their own againſt 
her Majeſty. 
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Of the TOLERATION. 


| | 'HE right Notion of the Church, and the true State 
of the Diſſenters being thus fairly ſetled, tis time 

we ſhou' d begin the Vindication of the Queen and her 
Miniſters, who are invidiouſly traduc'd as favouring tlie 
Dilſenters againſt the Church of England. But becauſe we 
begun ſo high with the other Heads of this Diſcourſe, as 
to leave nothing ſuppos'd or to be underſtood that was 
neceſſary for the clearing of what follow'd ; ſo the To- 
leration of Religions (which extends much further than a 
bare Permiſſion of Publick Wor(hip) being the avow'd Prin- 
ciple of the Queen and her Miniſters, and one of the prin- 
cipal Maxims by which they govern, to inſiſt a little on 
that Sabject, before we deſcend to Particulars, will neither 
be unneceſſary nor unprofitable. According to the Me- 
Page 36. morialiſi, there is no High-Church-man of em all who would 
break in upon the Toleration if it were in their Power, pro- 
vided that the Ambition of the Diſſenters would ſtop there. 
But who is to be Judge, whether or. no they preciſely 
keep. to the 7Toleration > When Writing or Preaching in 
defence of their Separation may, by the ſtronger Pari), 
be deem d exceeding what they are allow'd ; as the Per» 
fecution in France did firſt begin under pretence that by 
the ſeveral Edids the Proteſtants might publickly perform 
their Worſbip, but not defend their Religion by oppoſing 
the Roman Catholick. Beſides that we have reaſon (till to 
believe that the High- Church men are no real Friends to 
the Zeleratlion, ſince the Promiſe of ſecuring it in the 7% 
Bt: 


ww 


r — tn 


ie rm ne 


by - — r —— 2 + 8 - 838 = * —2 - — - - 
. — Lo —— TORAH 33 HOY EA DIO USD rx og" 8 — — — — — — 
. — — — _ pa ad... N r WY = . , 5 ; => 2 
N : — ITY 2 » XP” — . og . * 
: : 2 2 : — 7 — 2 = 8 E 


I — — 


the State of England, c. 


Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity was wholly forgot in the 
liſt. But be this as it will, 'tis impoſſible to diſcourſe in- 
telligibly and diſtinctly of Comprehenſion, Occaſional Con- 
formity, the Sacramental Teſt, and the Conſiſtency or Tacon- 
hiſtency of many Religions with Civil Government (which 
come all under that head) without previouſly ſtating 
the, nature and extent of 7o/eratzon. 
Firſt then we muſt conſider that no Argument can be 
drawn for Compulſion in matters of Religzon, from the Power 
of the Magiſtrate to puniſh Offenders in the State, for the 
\ Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate being to take care of the Pub- 
lick Quiet, and to preſerye every Subject from Violence 
and Fraud, he takes notice only of Actions which confeſ- 
ſedly tend to the diſturbance or ſubverſion of the Society, 
and to the injuring of any Man in his Perſon or Poſſeſ- 
ſions ; but he has nothing to do with what either does 
no. harm in theſe reſpects to any body, or that wholly 
conſiſts in Speculation and Opinion. He therefore reſtrains 
outward Tranſgreſſions and immoral Actions, let the Mo- 
tives of him that commits them be what they will. But 
he can take no cognizance of thoſe inward Diſpoſitions 
which are wholly ſeated in the Mind, nor can he certain» 
ly judge of the Docility or invincible Errors of others, 
whether they truly want Light and Satisfaction, or are 
whimſical, obſtinate, and refractory. So that, with re- 
ſpect to the Government, tis all the ſame to the Magi- 
rates, whether a Man be ſincere or a Hypocrite in his Opi- 
nions, ſince no other receives any damage, tho' perhaps 
he gets no good by them himſelf, Had the Memorzalift 
obſerv'd this diſtinction, he had not confounded Perſecu- 
tion for Opinions with Puniſhment for Crimes, as he does 


+3 


when he ſays, that if diverſe Perſons were not almoſt dai- Page 1. 


ly perſecuted at certain places call'd Old Bailies, we ſhou'd 


neither ſleep, walk, nor ride in ſafety. And then applying 
this worthy Principle to the Diſſenters, he adds, 


that if Page 12, 
G 2 taking 
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taking away the benefit of Hypocriſy be Perſecution, hanging 
for picking a Pocket is undoubtedly Martyrdom, But leaving 


him to pleaſe himſelf, for I'm perſwaded he'll convince no 


other, with ſuch firange fort of Reaſoning; we are all 
agreed, that as Men have different Capacities, Apprehen- 


ſions, and Opportunities, ſo they cannot poſlibly but have 


different Notions of things. This is no truer of Men in 
Free than in Arbitrary Dominions. But a great variety 
of Opinions is a certain ſign of a Free Government ; and 
no wonder, ſince Men are there permitted to live as Men, 


making uſe of their Reaſoning Faculties, and ſpeaking 


what they think, as they think what they pleaſe. 

It being granted then that we cannot be of the ſame 
Mind in all things, the only Queſtion. is about openly pro- 
felſing our Sentiments, and particularly about joining to 
this Profeſſion ſuch external Ceremonies, as every Sec or 
Perſon does judge the moſt agreeable to God, or conve- 
nient among Men. As for the meer Articles of any 
Man's Creed, they hurt no body beſides ; for tho' a Man 
may ſpend his time in vain, who thinks he profits very 
much by praying an hour to a Saint or an Idol, how does 
ſuch his Belief injure any other? And if the Rites he 
uſes be as harmleſs to his Neighbour, tho' in themſelves 
abſurd or ridiculous, why ſhou'd any compel him if he 
will not be perſuaded to quit them > As a Man may kill 
his own Calf, or eat his own Loaf at home, (to uſe the 
Inſtance of a celebrated Author) fo he may do in his Clo- 
ſet or in his Temple, without Loſs or Danger to any Man. 
But whenever ſuch Obſervances are with Juſtice prohibi- 
ted, 'tis not as they are the Ceremonies of any Religion, 
but as they are deſtructive of Society; for which reaſon 
human Sacrifices deſerv'd to be aboliſh'd, but not as Honour 
was intended thereby to the Deity. Otherwiſe, no Man 
hurts another by his particular Docfrines or Worſhip. And 


therefore he ought not to be puniſh'd, becauſe not — 
* 
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of a fault. The time or place, the habit or poſture, and 
other neceſſary Circumſtances of Worſhip, may be good 
and convenient after ſeveral manners; but to all Men and 
in all Seaſons and Countries they cannot poflibly be the 
ſame. But as all Societies agree on their particular rules, 
what imports it me how they order their affairs, if they 
leave me at liberty to do in mine as I pleaſe? Yet ſup- 
poſe my holding another Opinion were to be reſtrain d or 
puniſh'd, where (hall we find a Judg in ſuch Controverſſes, 
| do not ſay i»fal/itle which is a jeſt, but who is of neither 
fide ; as the Magiſtrate ought to be in point of property: 
Or where will the conſequences of this practice ſtop 2? 
For ſuch as are perſecuted now, will reſent this uſage when 
they are got uppermoſt, as it often happens in this 
changeable World : and the others cannot perſwade them 
that they ought not to do as themſelves did, becauſe they 
(forſooth) are ſound and Orthodox, and theſe are Schi/= 
maticks, Fereticks, Idolaters, or Unbelievers; for every 
Man thinks himſelf in the right, and will or may uſe the 
like power when he's able. And therefore 'tis a wonder 
how ſuch as are Advocates for any fort of Reſtraint amon 
us (for they are grown aſham d of the Word Perſecation 
ſhou'd pretend to blame the Severities under the Roman 
Emperors, or declaim againſt the Mahometans for propa- 
eating the Alcoran by the Sword; when the Chriſtians in 
perſecuting one another, and ſometimes forcing whole 
Countries to their way (as Charles the Great did the 
Saxons, and the Houſe of Auſtria the Bohemians) have 
often out- done the molt barbarous Nations, are a ſhame 
to humanity, and far more Savage than Lyons, Bears, 
or Tygers. 

Here ſome Sed or Party will fay, we are not ſo cruel 
and bloody as thoſe you mention, but very moderate in 
cur Reſtraints, laying only ſuch eaſie Mulets and Penalties 
as may diſpoſe People to conſider, or perhaps bring them 

to 


—— 
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.eration of Religions. But of this hereafter. As for com- 
pelling Men to come into the way of Iuſtruction, this 
Treatment, inſtead of diſpoſing em to hearken and ex- 
amine, does infallibly prejudice and imbitter them, taking 


of ſuch proo:s; and therefore believe they commend it 0: 


which may as well be done for the falſe as the true HC 
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to Church to be in the way of inſtruction, and that they 
may hearken to the truth. Now all this is Sophiſtry and the 
Illuſion. There's no Puniſhment ſo ſmall but it juſtifics : pre 
greater. He that „nes me a. Shilling every Sunday, | ou 
abſent from the publick Worſhip, may Fre me two, ot un 
ten, or twenty, if he thinks this will make me comp!,, th 
He that like wiſe deprives me of my liberty may de— an 
prive me of my Life ; and he does as much in effect who Wn 
brings me to Poverty or Diſgrace. Every one of thick 00 
puniſhments is a real Perſecution, which is but a Mans ſuffer. tt 
ing in any manner for his Opinion, And *tis plain that the t. 
leaſt of theſe Perſecutious does naturally; if not inevitably, 6 
lead to the greateſt ; nor without good reaſon, ſince it : ic 
ſmall. degree has any effect, a greater muſt have more j 
They impoſe on themſelves and others therefore, dh q 
pretend that an Incapacity from places of honour,  truli, 
-or. profit, is no perſecution, nor inconſiſtent with the 710. t 


themſelves to be mock'd by thoſe who profeſs a tender); 


for them, and nevertheleſs uſe em as barbarou{ly as i 
they were not reaſonable creatures: eſpecially when they 


reflect that the ſame {indneſs is pretended by ſuch as re- 
vile, impriſon, or baniſh, who deliver their bodies to the 
fxecutioner here, and their Souls to the Devil hereaiter 


And indeed the teſtimonies or arguments which Perſecato; : 
alledge in behalf of Religion, tho poſſibly true in them- 


ſelves, yet loſe all their weight with their hearers, vi. 
remark that they do not truſt their Cauſe to the evidence 


of Iutereſt, as they ſupport or propagate it by 79/cuce. 


ligion. 
Mc tl, 
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ey Men, you'l ſay, ſnou'd not think thus, but tis certain 
nd they will think thus. And in all Po/ztical.or Legi/lative 
$ 2 proceedings, We are not ſo much to mind what Men 
” ought to be, as what they are, Then, as for laying 'em 
or under gentle Fines to make em conſider, it looks as if we 
ly, tiovght none did conſider but our ſelves; or if we allow 


any others to do fo, why do we hold thoſe that do con- 
der and thoſe that do not conſider alike culpable > If it 
e reply'd that they have not conſider'd ſufficiently, tho 
they proteſt to have ſincerely usd their utmoſt applica- 
ton; The meaning is plain, that we allow none to think 
/uficiently, but ſuch who think as we do. Wherefore to 
{ay, that thoſe who do not Conform are weak or ob/tinate, 
is but to ſay, that they are weak or o/{tinate who do not 
conform. | | 

Now, from all this it follows as clear as the Sun, that 
the Magiſtrate taking care of the Civil Intereſts of rhe 
Government, is to leave Men to their own perſwaſion in 
matters of meer Religion; and that Admonitions and 
Advice, Perſuaſion, Arguments, and Examples, are the 
only efficacious Spiritual Arms, or juſt means of con- 
verting the Erioneous. The Queſtion is not if Mens 
Oyinions be true, or their Ceremonzes the beſt, but if they 
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y f be hurtful or not; and they are till leſs to be forcd 
- WW when reckon'd Indiſferent, becauſe they may not be ſo 
0 to another, or, if they be indifferent to him, tis like he 


| will not have them impos'd on him as neceſſary. In theie 
] or the like cates twere better to let ſuch D;/putes inſen- 
ſibly drop on all hands, then to create any Diſturbances about 
matters of little importance. So long as we are not hurt 
or injur'd, God is Judg of the Honour or Diſhonour 
done to him; and that Law of antient heathen Rome is to 
be wiſh'd were obſervd in Modern Chriſtian Rome : Dives 
adeunto caſte; Siquis ſecus fecerit, Deus ipſe vindex eſto : 
Let the Gods be purely, worſhipd; but if any is guilty of 
| * 
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Pagans thought God to be potent enough to vindicate 
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the contrary, let God himſelf be the Avenger. But theſe 


profane Addreſſes, or clement enough to forgive devout 
Ignorance ; but we Chriſtians muſt come to the help of the 
Lord againſt the mighty, and be readier to execute his 
Juſtice, than to exerciſe his mercy. 

But Perſecution is in it ſelf fo horrid and abominable, 
ſo prejudicial to. Truth, and fo deſtructive to Society, that 
nothing more demonſtrates the pravity of humane nature, 
than to find it ever had any Advocates or Abbettors in 
the World, It obſtructs all progreſs in &»ow/edge or ad- 
vancement of Learning and Sciences, which is as true of 
Divinity as of Politicks or Phileſophy, And on the other 
hand, it begets ignorance, prejudice, narrowneſs of Soul, 
a ſlaviſh diſpoſition, and a brutal barbarity. Theſe effects 
are as natural to Proteſtant as to Popiſh perſecution. Lubect 
in its empty Streets, ſmarts as much for denying liberty 
to its inhabitants, as Colen. And the contrary of all this 
is ſeen wherever Men enjoy a free and Impartial Tolera- 
tion; witneſs the Plenty, Riches, Power, and Populouſ- 
neſs of Holland. How amazing is it that Men ſhoud 
proceed ſo far as to put their fellows to Death by Mur- 
ders, or Maſlacres, or under forms of Law, not becauſc 
they are not Temperate, Charitable, Meek, Honeſt, 
Good, or Pious (which vertues have been often reckon'd 
the Symptoms of their Hereſie) but for Notions, Falhi- 


ons, Abſtruſe Speculations, Diſcipline, and Rites. Put- 


ting a Man to Death for a Religion by which you think 
Salvation is not to be had, is no better nor worſe than 
the Action of that Italian, who made his Enemy #4/4/- 
pheme God, and then Stabd him that he might be damn d. 
We may expreſs what deteſtation we pleaſe againſt thoſe 
Heathens who are ſaid to have offer'd human YViftims ; but 
putting Men to Death for Religion, is abſolutely making 


them grateful Sacrifices to God for corrupting his Insti- 
| | tution, 
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?ution, as Goats were offer d to Bacchus for ſpoiling his 
Vines, The Papiſts openly allert that Death ought to be 
indicted on Hereticks, which with them are all thoſe 
that will not do as they are bid; and under this exe- 


crable pretence they have deſtroy'd many Millions by 


{ſeveral other Barbarities beſides their horrendous, moſt 
unmerciful, and unparalleld Court of [nquifition, never 
ſatiated with Blood, nor weary 'd with Tormeating, indiſ- 
criminately exerciſing their Cruelties on Mahometans, Jews, 
[afidels, and all Chriftians that will not be abſolute Slaves 
to the Pope and his Clergy. Calvin, Beza, and Rutherford, 
are not the only Proteſtants who wrote Books to recom- 
mend Compulſion in matters of Religion, and to juſtifie 
in certain Caſes the putting of Heretichs and Apoſtates to 
Death. Servetus was burnt for Arianiſm at Geneva, and 
Valentine Gentilis for Tritheiſm at Bern. Pranciſcus Davidis 
for denying adoration to Chriſt was ſeverely perlecuted by 
the Socinians in Poland, who themſelves deny'd him to be 
God; and were they in poſſeſſion of executive Power, I 
doubt not but Davidis had been prevented by the Fire or 
the Sword from flying for mercy among the Turks. We 
burnt ſome Anabaptiſts here in England at the beginning 
of the Reformation. Bartholomew Legat and 
were put to Death for the ſame Opinion, and for de- 
tending thoſe of the Arians and Sociniaus, in the Reign 
of King James the tirit, who was more eager than the 
very B:ſhops to cry out Faggots and Flames: and I wiſh 
no other Inſtances of this kind could be producd among 
Proteſtauts any where before or ſince that time. | 

But how is it poſſible to prevent this, if Perſecution be 
allow'd in any degree; for we have prov'd that the leaſt 


docs juſtiſie rhe greateſt, The Clergy when poſſeſt of 
ſuch a power, will not fail (as univerſal experience ſhows ) 


to preaci {uch Notions as make for their own Credit and 
Ad vantage, and none mult contradict them under pain of 
| H ſuffering 
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ſuflering for it one way or another: but Wiſe Miniſters 


of State will obſerve, that, conſidering the Paſſions and 
frailties of human Nature, the moſt Orthodox Divines arc 
inclin'd to ſuch methods, no leſs than the moſt Heterodoæ 
and Erroneous, This is not the worſt. In all Ages and 
Countries, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chri/tianity, am- 
bitious or diſcontented Perſons have endeavour'd to gain 
the Multitude to their ſide by Zealors and Seditious Prea- 
chers, as making the deepeſt Impreſſion on the Minds of 
the People; who think they obey God when they obey 
their Miniſters, but that they only obey Men, when they 
obey their Magiſtrates; and fo, according to their ſeve- 
ral Intereſts or Inclinations, they apply the Scripture to 
their own purpoſe, that it better to obey God than Men. 
This is what ſome directly aim at among us now; but 
their labour is ſpent in vain, ſince there are no Diſcontents 
tor want of Liberty. And, upon the whole; as nothing 
can proceed from God but what tends to our Happineſs, 
tis impollible that Perſecution ſhould be acceptable to 
him, which diſturbs the Peace of the World, and de- 
ſtroys all vertue, familiarity, friendſhip, and true Love a- 
mong Men. | 

There remain two Ohjections againſt this Doctrine 
that Conventicles are not to be ſuffer'd, as dangerous to the 
State; and that Diver/ity of Religions is inconſiſtent with 
all good Goverument, as being the occaſion of Tumults 
and Diforders. In anſwer to the firſt of theſe, we have 
already prov'd, that Conventicles are not to be fear'd on 
the ſcore of Opinions, the Magiſtrate having no Right to 
dilturb any Church as a Conventicle or unlawtul, ſince & hat 
tney are about is lawful and good, to wit, the Worſhip 
ot God. Asto the danger from private Meetings, where 
Men might be hatching treaſon under pretext of preach- 
ing Religion, the Severity of their Enemies is to blame 
it the Privacy of ſuch Conventicles be ſuſpected, and all 


complaints 
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the State of England, . 
complaints againſt em will ceaſe wherever a free Tole- 
ration is Eſtabliſh'd, as may be ſeen now in this King 
where no ſuch private Meetings are held, the Doors of al! 
Religious Aſſemblies being as open and free for any Mar 
to enter as thoſe of the Public Church. And 'tis molt im- 
pertinent, I may ſay diſingenuous and inſolent, for per- 
ſecuting Magiſtrates to brand any private Meetings with 
the name of Conventicles, as the firſt CHriſtiau Allemblies 
were opprobriouſly call'd by the Heathens; or for perſe- 
cuting Writers to challenge an A»/wer to what they pub- 
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liſh themſelves, and then to paniſb the Authors for de- 


fending their Belief, tho' at their own requeſt and deſire. 
This commonly keeps the Advocates of Truth ſilent, 
and makes their Adverſaries ridiculouſly 7riumph, 

The ſecond Objection againſt a compleat Toleration 
brings us nearer to our point: for if Diverſity of Religions 
in the State, or even Diverſities in the ſame Religion be 
inconſiſtent with good Government, it muſt be confeſt 
that all we have ſaid hitherto about Toleration, was to no 
purpoſe, and that the High- Church. Men are the only Men 
of the Nation that are in the Right. But is it not obvious 
and manifeſt, that not the Difference of Opinions, but 
ing Men ill for this Difference, is the true caule of the 
hatred and animoſity between various Sets > Of this 
the Heathens are an Example, who differ d among them- 
{elves as much as we do, and wrote as many Books againſt 
one another, which is praiſe- worthy and lawful for each 
to inform, inſtruct, or perſwade his Neighbour ; but none 
of them ſuffering for their Diſſent, and being all em- 
ploy'd in the State without Preference or Diſtinction, 
there were no Diſorders among em on a Religious ac- 
count. This is not more peculiar to the Genius of /Zea- 
ens, than to any other Communities of Men under the 
like Circumſtances, as it appears in Holland, in many 
parts of German), and ſome other places of the World, 

2 where 
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where they have many Religions, and yet they occaſion 
no Diſorders. We our ſelves the nearer we approach 
this State, the more we enjoy the Benefits of it, and the 
more we are likewiſe convinc'd that Dzver/ity of Religions 
is ſo far from being dangerous, that it ought rather to 
be counted beneficial, as it creates a noble Emulation in 
Manners, Learning, Induſtry, and Loyalty. The Dzſſer- 
ters are as faithful to the e , and as zealous for the Go- 
vernment, againſt all Foreign or Domeſtick Enemies as 
the Church eſtabliſpd by Law; their Purſes are as open to 
ſupport both, and their Hands (if they were permitted) 
are as ready to defend them as any whatſoever, Our Peo- 
ple of all ſorts drive their Traffick and Commerce, ſet 


up their Stocks and Companies, and keep their Feaſts and 


Clubs promeſcuouſly, without exception to one another's 
Opinions. And who ſees not that the Heats which yet re- 
main among us, are by no means owing to the Church 
of England, or the different Perſuaſions from it; but 
to that Party, who, under pretence of being this Church, 
endeavour to take away our Liberty of Conſcience, or, 
which is as bad, to hinder the Government from ma- 


king it more durable and compleat : I appeal to all 


the Subjects of England if this be not fo in fact; or, 
if any is yet in doubt of what can be a Secret to no bo- 
dy, let him read the Memorial, and fee u ho are the Com- 
plainers, the Diſſenting Religions, or certain Members of 
the Ejtabliſhd Church. Iis a Notion therefore falle as 
common, that rs neceſſary for a Government to have but on 
Religion. Nor do | ſee any reaſon why ue ſhou'd even 
with tor ſuch a thing, as many good To/eranis co; tor 
to worinip ͤ Cod purely and ſincerely, it is not neceijary 
that it be done by every body in the fame manner; belides 
that it's fooliſh ro with what is impoſſible to be obtain'd, 
ſince Men will inevitably be of different Opinions, and 
that in free Governments they may ſafely proteis their 
Differt, | it 
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If the Memorialiſt has any Project in reſerve (for he's 
as ſingular a Projector as Sir Z/umphry, the other Don 
Quixote of the Church) to make all Men in all things of 
one Mind, let him publith ſq advantageous a Diſcovery 
to the World : But as for the Expedient he wiſhes from 
Dr. Davenants Politicks, by which the Queen might have Page 16. 
the hearts of all her Subjects, J, that am no Projector nor 
Politician, will for once help him to that, and not value 
my ſelf on the Secret neither, as being the moſt audible 
Voice of God and Nature: And it is, that her Majeſty 
may go on to adminiſter Juſtice equally, and to employ 
all her good Subjects indifferently. Let the Reward of 
ſome Opinions, with the Puniſhment of others, be taken 
away; and there will be no longer any quarrel about 
them, tho' Men may æiffer {till as they did before. Let 
the Clergy of the National Church be obligd to preach 
Liberty of Conſcience, as being the conſtant Tenour of the 
Goſpel, the Diſſenters (we may be ſure) will not petition 
the Goverument to be perſecuted; and then all will be 
far Peace, as all will be for Liberty. May not our Na- 
tional Church continue in her Splendor, tho the Diſſenters 
continue in their Obſcurity ; as a great Lord lives never 
the worſe, that he has ſome mean neighbouring Cottages? 
They defire, according to the Precept of our Saviour, 
and the firſt Rule of Morality, that we would but do by 
them, as in the like Caſe we would be. done unto our 
{clves. And, conſidering among the Papiſts, that Here- 
ich Aſſemblies are hunted ro Deſtruction, while Gangs 
for Debauch and Riot are left undiſturb'd, it was a juſt 
Requeſt, rho' odly worded, which the Proteſtants made 
to them ſomewhere, That they might have as much Li- 
erty to ſerve God, as the Church's' Friends had to ſerve - 
the Devil, and they wou'd deſire no more. 

Now do we expect to hear the hideous Roar of ſuch as 
43:3 open Throats, and not without a Volley of Curſes, 

: Wil! 
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will ask a thouſand Queſtions in a breath, but ail ending in 


this, Whether we would have the Sacramental Teſt taken 


away, and the Diſſenters let into Civil Imployments as 
well as the Church men? Which they arc peremptorily 


reſolv'd never to ſuffer, nor to allow em as much as a 


Comprehenſion, We anſwer as plainly as we are poſitive- 
iy ask'd the Queſtion, That we are for repealing the Sa- 
cramental Teſt ; becauſe this is the moſt iriallible Method 
of preſerving the National Church, and of perpetuating the 
Tranquility, as well as augmenting tie Wealth, Power, 
and Plenty of the Nation. But before we give our Rea- 
{ons for this, we'll ſpeak one word concerning the long 
projected Deſign of a Comprehenſion, which we hold to be 
ablolutely impracticable, from what has been already {aid 
of the different Opinions which will be neceſlarily profeſt, 
where Men may freely declare their Minds. There can ne- 
ver, therefore, be any Comprehen/ton of all the Seds at once 
with the Church: And if the Deputies of any one of them 


vill come to an amicable Conference with her (as they 


may calily do, provided {he pleaſes to admit of it) and that 
they ſhou'd happen, which is not likely, to agree, theſe can 
only promiſe for themlelves; or it the whole Party ihou'd 
come over, tis but as every individual Perſon of 'em is 
perſuaded from the Arguments offter'd by the Church, or 
his own Ministers. All this is commendable, as are all 
other ways by Reaſonable or Chriſtian Overtures. But for 
2 Comprehenſion between the Church and any Party (as 
the Presbyterians for Example) on condition that all others 
be deny'd their Lilerty who will not come into it, what 
clie is this, but that th: Oppreſionusd by one Party will be 
infinitely more grievous by the combination of two? Yet 
this Deiign was once upon the Anvil, but quickly aban- 
don'd by the wortny Undertakers, when once they were 
made to perceive the conſequences. The Memorialilt therc- 
ore needs not dread a Comprehenſion of all the Difſenters 
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with the Church, and might have diſpens'd with the great 
Pains he has taken, both in reflecting on the Biſbeps and 
Miniſters of Stats for favouring ſach a Project, and in ex- Page 37, 
amining the ſeveral Methods, whereby it might be effect. 38, &. 
ed, where he is abſurdly miſtaken in every particular. 
But the Comprehenſion being according to himſelf, chimeri- Page 36. 
cal, we ſhall not diſpute with him about the means. How 
il did ſuch pious but weak Endeavoyrs ſucceed with Caſ- 
ſander, Duræus, Calixtus, Grotius, and all others whoſe 
charitable and moderate Dipoſitions engag'd em to write 
about the Reunion of Religions, as of all Chriſtian Churches 
in general, or of the Lutherans and the Papiſts, or the 
'alviniſts and the Latherans, or the Epiſcopals and Presby- 
terians, and the like numberleſs Diviſions! The End they 
propos d was undoubtedly good, being the ceaſing of 
Perjecution, and the eſtabliſhing of Brotherly Love. But 
this is only poſſible by granting Liberty of Conſcience and 
Community of Imployments, but by any manner of Compre- 
lenſion or Reunion is impracticable ; which ought to be 
well conſider'd by all Princes and Miniſters of State, who 
deiire the Peace of the Church or Country, but who abhor 
any Methods of Force or Perſecution, and therefore in At- 
fairs of this nature their Prie/ts muſt never be their Coun- 
8 lors, | 
: We ſhall now examine which is the likelieſt way of pre- 
| irrving the Dignity and Safety of the National Church: 
Whether by excluding all others but the Members of it 
irom Civil Truſts; or by letting all others fare with 
them, who love and own the Government as much as them- 
ielves. That is the National Church (true or falſe) whoſe 
Priejts and Places of Worſhip are maintaind at the com- 
mon charge of the Nation, which may be done in ſeve- 
ral manners, as by Tythes and Off'rings among the Jews, 
oy Land and Tythes here in England, or by Money quar- 
terly illu'd out of the Treaſury, as in Holland. Thoſe 
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of the Heathen Greeks and Rowans, tho falſe in their Opl. 
nions, were admirably accommodated to the Government 
yet not more than genuine Chriſtianity; but they were {6 
different in their Conſtitution from ours, that we ſhal! 5; 
no more of em as foreign to our purpoſe. The Tolerates 


Churches are they which maintain their Prieſts and Place, 
of Worſhip (or their Places of Worſhip only as the Os. 


fers) by the voluntary Contributions of all the Members 


that are not diſabled by Poverty. We have alre:y 
prov'd, and the Church of England does acknowledge, that 
{uch Tolerated Churches and Diverſities of Religion are con- 
ſiſtent with the Safety of the Government, or the had ge. 
ver conſented to grant them a Legal Joleration Tho th: 
Memorialiſt knows ſo little the ſenſe of that Charch, in 
whoſe Name he preſumes to write, that he repreſents a!! 
the Diſſenters as Enemies to Monarchy in ſeveral Places ot 
his Libel. The only Queſtion therefore is this, Whether, 
altho' they are good Subjects, it be for the Safety of th: 
National Church, to have them admitted into a ſhare of the 
Civil Government > Where I would have it noted, that 
I fling out of the Queſtion all who neither will nor can 
be good Subjects, as they who admit of any Power {upc- 
rior or more binding than that of the State, ſuch as the 
Members of the Roman Church: Or if any were found 
who think that Dominion is founded in Grace, as if none 
had a Right to govern, or indeed to poſſeſs any thing, 
but the Elect of God; and then nothing but Confz/rer 
could follow, ſince all forts wou'd believe or pretend them» 
{elves to be the only Saints. But we are certain thzt 


among all the Diſſenting Sects there is not one that holds 


this Ienet, whatever ſome Enthuſiaſts might have former- 
ly vented in England or elſeu here; which makes it high- 


ly unfair in the Memorialiſt to inſinuate as if at lealt 


the Presbyterians of Scotland were ſtill of this Opinion. 


Nou 
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Now, fo far is the ſafety of our Church from conſiſt- 
ing in the excluſion of Diſſenters, that this is the ſole in- 
teſtine Danger ſhe has to fear. Neither the IJadependants, 
Anabaptiſts, or Puakers (as we have ſhewn) wovld be 
the National Church, if permitted; nor can the Presby- 
terians ever be ſo, but by the help of others. And what 
help can they ſo probably expect as of thoſe, who' tho' 
good and faithful Subjects, yet are not only infamouſly 
branded for their Opinions, but depriv'd of the common Be- 
nefits of Nature, and from ſharing what is due to their 
Abilities, or ought to be the reward of their Services? 
The Memorialiſt, by his leave, is much miſtaken, when he 
ſays, that it i no Man's Birthright to enjoy Civil Truſts, but page 19. 
the reſult of the Confidence the Government has in his Merit 
or Fidelity. If the 4ſſertion were meant of this or that 
particular Man, no body wou'd queſtion their Preferment's 
being a matter of Grace and not of right ; ſince there are 
many others as capable as that one, and that the Goveru- 
ment among all may chuſe the beſt : But intended (as by 
him) of a whole Sea, which by the ſame Principle may 
as well be done of a whole County, tis egregiouſly falſe. - 
The Government has no right (however it may have Power) 
to exclude from a poſſibility of obtaining ſuch Traſts, thoſe 
who from Nature, Birth, or Endowments, have an equal 
Title with all of the fame Nation, unleſs they had jultly 
forfeited their Claim, of which forfeit Speculative Opinions 
in Religion can be no adequate Cauſe ; neither will any 
wiſe Government deprive themſelves of the Heads, Hands, 
and Hearts of ſo many Thouſands, as if they were Cap- 
tives taken in War, to be diſpos'd of at the Will and 
Pleaſure of their Maſters. The Presbyterian Miniſters, or 
any other ſet of Miniſters, might preach Seditien long 
enough to little purpoſe, if their Deſign was only to in- 
duce the People to make them the National Miniſters ; 
but when the Cauſe is the Peoples own, as to remove any 
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Yoke laid upon them by the National Church, they are 
diſpos d enough all over the World to hear their Miniſters, 
or any others that exhort them to ſhake off a Power by 
which they think themſelves oppreſt. 

What is to be done then? In the firſt place, let the Na. 
tional Church continue in her Legal Eccleſiaſtical Prehemi. 
ence to perpetuity ; let her Clergy enjoy all their preſent 


Dignities, Immunities and Poſſeſſions; and, to confirm 


theſe beneficial Privileges, let New Laws be added to the 
Old, if any be wanting. Secondly, let the Telerated 
Churches likewiſe enjoy their Legal Religious Liberty 
for ever; let them be treated, as well as reputed, like good 
Subjects, and admitted without any partial Diſtinition to 
all Offices in the State. And, Thirdly, let it be the 
Trrevocable Law of this Land, that whatever Sed is not 
contented with this Civil aud Religious Liberty, but ſhall 
endeavour at any time to make themſelves the National 
Church, be to all intents and purpoſes reduc'd to the con- 
dition of Helots or Slaves. But there will be no fear of 
this Direful Misfortune befalling any; for thoſe of the 
National Church finding themſelves in all reſpects ſecure 
and unmoleſled, will never ſeek to oppreſs the Diſſenters. 
The Diſſexters being permitted to worſhip God as they 
think moſt proper, and equally ſharing with others in the 
State, will never go about to diſturb the National Church, 
meerly to be eaſed of what they contribute to their Mi- 
niſters. And the Miniſters, being as largely provided for 
in this manner as if they had the inferior Benefices of the 
Church (for the greater Diznities agree not with their Pa- 
rity) would contentedly remain as they are, ſince they 
could get nothing, and would run a hazard to loſe all, 
by the change. Thus the Temptations and Cauſes of Srzare- 
tZypacriſy would be effectually taken away. But I mult 
not forget to mention, that as the Doctrine I here deliver 


is not only grounded on what Men ought to be, _ 
I alſo 
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alſo on what conduces to their Iutereſt; fo it is actually 
obſerv d, and with ſuitable ſucceſs, in other Places of the 


World. Yet as in all I have hitherto written of Teleration 
am perſuaded I ſpeak the Senſe of my Superiors; fo, 


in propoſing to abrogate the Sacramental Teft, I only deli- 


ver my own private Opinion, which I ſubmit to the Judg- 
ment of others. How the /Zigh-Church Faction obtain d 
the Corporation Act, and for what Ends it was granted by 
the Court, is too well known to need a particular Hiſto- 
ry here: But as it is no Diſparagement, but a glorious 
Teſtimony to the Wiſdom of the Government, and the 
Charity of the Church, to diipenſe with part of the Act of 
Uniformity, and to reſtore Liberty of Conſcience, which 
was taken away by the fame Men; ſo it will highly re- 
dound to the Safety of the Church, to the Strength of 
the Government, and to the Eternal Honour of both, by 
repealing that other Statute to compleat and perfect our 
Civil Liberty. | 
But the Conſpirators are ſo far from ſuch peaceable and 
prudent Difpoſitions, and are ſo averſe to bringing the 
Difſenters into the Church, that they cannot bear even 
their expreſſing any approbation of our way, or their con- 
forming occaſionally to our Worlhip, either to ſhew their 
charitable and good Opinion of us, or their laudable In- 
clinations to a Con : But they declaim againſt this Pra- 
ctice as hypocritical, and equivecal, a novel Trick to 
clude the Force of the Law that zncapacitates them for 
Civil Truſts. This Charge is contrary ro Charity, Fact, 
and Prudence. God alone can judge of the Difſenters 
Sincerity or Diſſimulation in this Caſe ; but they certain- 
ly make Hypocrites of others, who force them to come to 
Church, or to profeſs what they don't belicve ; and are 
Hypocrites themſelves who ſay they do this for God's fake 
or Religion's. The Diſſenters from the beginning of our 
Diviſions own d the Charch of England to be a true and moſt 
| * Pro- 
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Proteſtant Church, tho' not ſo pure as ſome other Reſorm d 
Churches ; yet not ſo corrupt but-that they could com- 
municate with her Members as Brethren, which they 
could not do with a Church ſo deprav'd and idolatrous as 
the Popiſh. Thus they profeſs Communion with the Latheran 
Churches, and even with the Greek; it being an ordinary thing 
for the Presbyterians, Inde pendants, and Anabaptiſts, to com- 
municate with one another. In effect, they did generally com- 
municate in our Cburches (except the Browniſts) before the 
Civil Wars, and would continue to do fo after the Re/to- 
ration, if by Oaths and Sabſcriptions (with which it was 
impoſſible for moſt of 'em to comply) they had not 
been caſt out of the Church; and afterwards in a manner 
out of the State. Let ſeveral of their moſt eminent Mi- 
niſters (of which I ſhall name for an Example but the 
deceas'd Mr. Baxter and Dr. Bates, with Mr. Humphrey: 
ſill alive) and a great many of their Lazy have practis d 
this Occaſional Communion long before the Revolution, and 
in times when Entire Conformity could not get the Whigs 
of any ſort into places of Truſt, whereof they had then 
10 Proſpect or Expectation. But the Ignorance or Ma- 
lice of thoſe who charge the Diſſenters with inventing 
this as a 7rick to evade the Laws, is at once laid open 
and for ever baffld by a Proof I am going to produce be- 
vond all exception: For the Independants, who in the 
Year 1658 were no Diſſenters, but rather had the diſpo- 
ial of moſt Preferments, and who'nevertheleſs, ſince they 
are become Diſſenters, get into Preferment the ſeldomeſt 
of any, did allow and ratify Occaſional Conformity in the 
Declaration of their Faith and Order agreed unto by their 
Elders and Meſſengers in their Aſſembly at the Savoy 
the ſame Year. Alter declaring, in the Twenty ninth 
Article or Paragraph of their Diſcipline, that Perſons found 
ia the Faith, and of Converſation becoming the Goſpel, tho”. 
of different reforming Churches, ought not to refuſe the Com- 
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munion of each other, ſo far forth as may conſſſi with their 
vion Principles reſpectively, tho they walk not in all things 
according to the ſame Rules of Church Order : The next 
Article, which is the faſt in the Book, runs in theſe Words; 
Churches gar herd and walking according to the mind of Chriſt, 
iudging other Churches, tho" leſs pure, to be true Churches, 
may receive unto Occaſional Communion w. them ſuch 
Members of thoſe Churches, as are credibly teſtify d to be 
godly, and to live without offence. The Text is ſo plain 
jor the Name and Thing, that it needs no Comment, and 
ſol leave it to the High- Churchmen's Conſideration. 

The Readers may be aſlurd that what we have hither- 
to faid, is not out of any particular Favour or Affection 
to the Diſſenters, whom we have not forborn to blame 
and condemn, when we found they deſerv'd it; but out 
of a due Concern for the National Church, which we 
thought our ſelves bound in Duty to vindicate from the 
Aſperſiogs of the Conſpirators, and the Prejudices of the 
Dilſenters. All who wiſh well to our Charches Peace, 
are * exceedingly pleas'd with the practice of Occaſioual 
Conformity, which has already brought over great numbers 
to her conſtant Communion, among whom are many conſi- 
derable Families; and the reſt, tho' they ſtill keep to their 
own Meetings, have yet a better Opinion of us than ſuch as 
never come into our Churches, For ſuch as leaſt frequent 
either way of Worſhip, or that never faw but their own, 
are obſerv'd to be the moſt poſitive in their Cexſures, the ba- 
ictt in their Repreſentations, and the boldeſt in their Ca- 
amnies; becauſe Ignorance is always furious and inconſi- 
ccrate, as not being moderated by the Dictates of Reaſon, 
nor enlighten'd by the Rays of Anowledge. Our Gover- 
nors both Spiritual and Temporal,perceive theſe Approaches 
with Joy, and forward 'em by their Encouragement, as 
the Care of the Church and State requires at their hands. 
But they who defign the Subverſion of the Government, 
and 
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and conſequently of the Church, by ſetting over both a 
Popiſh Head, are enrag d to ſee all their Meaſures ſo wiſe- 


ly diſconcerted, and their Projecis of dividing vs ſo hap- 


pily diſappointed. For this, without Fear or Caution (as 
Men plainly in Deſpair) they damn the Dzſſexters, rail at 
the Whigs, unchurch the Biſhops, degrade the Lords, threa- 
ten the Miniſters, vility King William's Memory, inſult 
and traduce Queen ANNE. Inſtances of all theſe, and 
much worſe things (if worſe can be) are to. be read in 
their late Memorial, whereof we have mention'd ſome, and 


many more will follow. 


Of the MINISTRY. 


II appears by the conſtant Series of our Hiſtory, as well 
as by the deduction now made of our Controverſies, 


that the greateſt Grievance and Unhappineſs of this Na- 


tion, was to have ſome of its Princes, who miſcarrying 
in their Aims at a larger Power than the Conſtitution al- 
low'd, were forc'd to make uſe of certain corrupt Iaſtru- 


ments, that for their own Luſt, or Gain, or Grandeur, 


would make no ſcruple of betraying their Native Coun- 


275; and theſe again, having no real or true /azereff among 


the People, were oblig'd to make uſe of Parties, either 
reſolutely to carry their Poixt, or to extricate the King 
and themſelves out of the Difficulties their Miſmanagement, 
had occaſion d. This Method of Government did of courſe 
produce a moſt unſtable and contemptible 4dminiſtration, 
hated at home, and without Weight or Credit abroad. 
Frequent changing of hands was one of its principal, but 

una- 
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unavoidable Effects; and how this encreaſt our Diviſions, 


cxaſperated the Parties againſt each other, and made Op- 
polſtion to the Court the ſureſt way to Preferment, witli 
the pernicious /fluexce of ſuch weak Counſels on all our 
publick and private A fairs, cannot be unknown to any 
Man of Obſervation, and therefore is a Subject, thar 
wants not here to be Illuſtrated. 

But it being now our unſpeakable Felicity, to have a 


Queen on the Throne, who has no Intereſt of her own 


ſeparate from the good of the Kingdom, and conſequently 
no need of Governing by Tricks or Expedients, ſhe has gra- 


 cioully choſen a Miniſtry, not only moſt capable of diſ- 


charging their ſeveral Offces, but inſtructed and inclind 
to treat all good Subjects without any Diſtinition or 


Partiality, having no defigns to carry on by one Party 


againſt the reſt, her Majeſty being the common Mother, 


| Ruler, and Protectreſs of al her People. Theſe Miniſters, 


as they are each of them ſincere Members of the National 
Church, which they deſervedly prefer to any other, and 
for whoſe Welfare they'l always be no leſs Vigilant, than 


 Zealous in it's Support, as a part of the Government com- 


mitted to their Care by her Majeſty; ſo they can Tolerate 
others according to their private Judgments and the 


Laws of the Land, without being /ukewarm or indifferent. 


in their own Faith, which is the common accuſation of 
Bizgots, againſt thoſe who are for Peace and Liberty of 
Conſcience, In the Diſ?ribution of Employments they chiefly 


conſider the Atneſs of the Perſon, yet confer no truſt on 


any that is not gaalified by Law, whatever Opinion they 
may have of his Fidelity or Merit: but, for the reaſons 
we have alledg'd above, they do not reckon Occa/tonat 


Conformity to be Hypccriſie, nor is it dangerous (as was 


town) but ſerviceable both to Charch and Strate. They 


obleſt as well as the moſt honeſt and certain way of 
recom 


are ſo thoroughly engag'd for Liberty {which is the 


N. 
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recommending themſelves to the Love of a Free Nation 
that they are againſt all new Impoſitious in matters of Re- 
ligion ; and ſo far from keeping up or perpetuating our 
Differences, that they do not unreaſonably impute to any 
of the preſent the Rebe//zons of the paſt Age, moſt Men 
now alive being then unhorn, others oppoſing what was 
done, many of the Guilty. have ſince repented, and all 
diſapproving thoſe Actions, which are much ſitter to be 
forgot, than revivd on every trifling occaſion ; for no 
Party could be innocent, were they accountable for the 


Opinions or Practices of their Predeceſſors. As the Churc/ 
f England has their Heart, ſo the Diſſeuters have their 


Protection, they finding them to be peaceable and Loyal 
Subjects, Numerous, Wealthy, and Induſtrious, Impro- 
vers of Land and Managers of Trade like other People, 
increaſing the Publick Revenues in proportion with their 
Neighbours, and paying their Taxes as willingly. But as 
vaſt numbers of People are the trueſt Riches of a Country, 
not only by their manifold Poſſeſſions, but alſo by their 
Strength or Wiſdom, and, in a word, by the united Ser- 


vice of all their Corporeal and Intellectual faculties; fo 


neither the preſent Miniſters, nor any future ſet that will 
be deſirous to reſemble them, will adviſe or contrive to 
rob the Queen of ſuch powerful Aſſiſtance, or by any de- 
gree of Perſecution to diminiſh the Wealth and Glory 
of the Nation ; either to gratifie the humorous ambition of 
a few, or for differences about certain Points not effen- 
tial to Chriſtianity or good Morals, and which on all ſides 
are conſiſtent with the Civil Government. 

Such a Prirce and ſuch a Miniſtry have long been the 
Objects of the Peoples withes, and for the happy enjoy- 
ment of both, their Expreſſions are as grateful as their 
Satisfaction is compleat. They are ſo univerſally pleas d 
with the ſteady and equal meaſures at home, with the 


great and glorious Actions abroad, with the unparailel'\ 
Oeconom) 
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Oeconomy and faithful Application of the Publick Treaſure, 
that neither the malicious Aſperſions of the deſpairing 
Conſpirators, nor the ſubtil Deviſes of any fort of Aldi- 
cated Miniſters, can gain the leaſt credit with either Mo- 
derate Church-Men or Diſſenters, who are all aware both 
of thoſe who envy the Nations Proſperous State, and of 
thoſe who are exrag d they are out of the Miniſtry, or 
that they cannot poſſibly get into it. | 
Diſcontented States-Men, and Traitors to the Govern- 
ment are thus ſtrictly combin d againſt the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration. But next the Queens Majeſty, the Lord 
Treaſurer is the Principal object of their ſpight: Firſt be- 
cauſe he purſues theſe excellent Maxims, and then be- 
cauſe he's not fo weak as to be frighted or buly'd out of 
them; for the Enemies of all Miſe-Men do hate em the 
more on this very account, that they {till continue to be 
[iſe, and will not fall into thoſe Snares, which they have 
laid for their Dz/grace or Deſtruction. Nevertheleſs, their 
/*exom is ſhed without poyloning the Judgment of the 
meaneſt Peaſant, ſince tis not unknown to any body, 
that all his fault is for being Faithful to the Queen, Im- 
partial to the Subjeds, and firm for the the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, - while the moſt virulent of his Enemies can 
make no exception to his Ability in the Poſt he poſſeſſes, 
or to his Integrity in the diſcharge of it; and truly tis an 
odd way of attacking a Publick Miniſter, by owning that 
he's the moſt deſerving in the Nation of his Publick Truſt, 
and yet to be unmeaſurably angry with him, without 
ever ſhewing that in his Ofice he has been guilty of the 
leaſt Miſcarriage. This ſerves but to render his worth 
more generally known, and to make him the more be- 
ov d and valu'd by the People, whoſe favour no Wiſe Man 
ever neglected ; for an inclination to Popularity from meri- 
torious Services, is not the weakneſs expos d by Hiſtorians, 
vut the vain Pretences to it, on very {light or no foun- 

| | dations. 
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dations. His incomparable Management needs no foils to 
ſet it in a better Light, and theretore I forbear to reflect, 
as much as I juſtly might, on any other Treaſurer who 
kept not his Accompts ſo fair and entire, or whoſe Zeal 
for the Church is hard to be prov'd from being employ'd 
in King Jame's High Commiſſion, How infatuated is the 
Faction grown, to pretend my Lord Godolphin is no good 
Church-Man by teaſon of his moderate carriage; at th: 
ſame time that they complain they are wrongtully accus'( 
F themſelves of being againſt the 7oleratiov 2 Whereas no 
i Family in the Kingdom has been more devoted to Fp;/- 
E copacy than his, and that he himſelf is acknowledg'd to 
4 have done molt ſignal Services to the Church. But they 
| {ay (without offering to prove it) that he has deſerted 
his Principles and Party; and, ſuppoſing it matter of 
Fact, that through the Contagion of King Char/e's Court 
4 (in which he was early bred) he were tainted with Prin- 
1 | ciples that had engag d him to any Faction, contrary to 
that Moderation and Latitude he now appears to have, 
the quitting of ſuch a Party and Principles, will but con- 
firm the Reputation he has obtain'd in the World of be- 
ing a Wiſe Man, and add Luſtre to his Name in Hiſtory, 
We muſt not forget that the pretended Church-men (as 
it's commonly known) do take it for granted that his 
Lordſhip is extreamly imorous, from their miſtaken No- 
tion of the Caution which is inſpir d by that Wiſdom they 
are forc'd to allow him; and the main end of publiſhing 
their Memorial, was, on that ſuppoſition, to terrifie him 
into their Meaſures or out of his own. But they ought 
to conſider, not only that the moſt Cautious are the moſt 
Conſtant ; but that as the Conſpirators have great fury, ſo 
they have little force. However, they are in the mean 
while moſt Prodigal of their Menaces, eſpecially againſt 
Ibid. one, who, the Memorialiſt ſays, has got the Reputation of 
a cunning Man ; to whom they allude in another place, 


when 
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when they complain of fome Mens coldneſs to what 
they call the Church, which, chey threaten, for all their 
cunning, may at ſome time or other undergo a ſevere Ex. Page 12. 
amination : And, at laſt, when they would have us expect 
no leſs than open Iuſurrectien from their Party (tho' few 
in their own account) or at leaſt, that they lay violent 
hands on the Miniſters, they tell us the Treaſurer is Wiſe 
(they mean Timorous) let him therefore look to it, and page 16. 
maturely weigh who are to be provok'd at this junclure. 
Now after all, if the Treaſurer proves Stout as well as 
Wiſe (which we have no Reaſon to doubt if his Poli- 
tical be as good as his Perſonal Courage) what a 
Diſappointment will it be to our profound Politicians ; 
and to what a fruitleſs purpoſe, was the Memorial con- 
triv'd, the laborious reſult of ſo much Oil and Thought. 
Beſides that if the old ſaying be true, forewarn'd fore- 
armd, his Lordſhip underſtands what Quarter he's to 
expect, and ſo will probably ſecure himſelf where he 
is. If they think him Wi/e (and if they don't, I gueſs page 3. 
who are fooliſh) why do they trouble him with Advice, 32. ; 
whereof no Wiſe Man was ever ignorant ; as if all Per- 
ſons in elevated Poſts did not know, that their fatterers 
were mixt with their Friends at their Levees, the Men of 
Expeflations with the Men of Buſineſs; and while he di- 
{tinguiſhes the one from the other, he needs not grudge 
the worlt of them room in his Anti-Chamber : For his re- 
liance is not on ſuch tranſitory crowds attending his Office, 
which are common to him with all M:»i/ters ; but in the 
knowledge of his own Integrity, in the Confidence of his 
Queen, and in the Gratitude of his Country. 

His Grace the Duke of Marlbrough, at the time that 
he expoſes his Perſon abroad in Defence of the Church 
againſt her profeſt Enemies, tho' he was one of the firſt, 
who, to reſcue the fame Church from Popery at home, 
join'd with the Pious Arms of the Prince of Orange (for f 
which he'll never by ſome Men be forgiven) yet he too i 
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is repreſented in the Memorial as having warpt from the 
Church, tho' we are ſtill left to conjecture. what Sect he 
has embrac'd, except that we are certain he's not a 2uaker, 
witneſs the Immortal Trophies gain'd by his Victorious 
Sword at Schellemberg, Hochſtet, and by his forcing of 
the Lines in Flanders. But this, even this, is his Crime; 
he thus irrecoverably defeats all the French Schemes of 
the Mock-Court at St. Germains, and fruſtrates the Ex- 
pectations of their Popiſh and Higb- Church Friends on 
this fide of the Water. He approves and aſſiſts the As. 
derate Councils of his Royal Miſtreſs, without which he 
could not be ſo truly faithful in her Service as his Duty 
and Gratitude oblige him. For the fame reaſon the 
Dutcheſs of Marlbrough, is alſo made to paſs tor an Un- 
dutiful Daughter to the Church, becauſe ſhe will be neither 
tempted, nor threatn'd, nor libelld to abuſe the Truſt re- 
pos d in her Fidelity by her Majeſiy, whoſe Honour, 
Safety, and Tranquility, ſhe's bound above all things to 
ſtudy and deſire. The Reflection of the He and 805 
Miniſters is ridiculous and elnldiſn as well as ſpightful and 
little; as if all Queens did not conſult the Ladies who are 
firſt in their Court or their Eſteem, whoſe advices won't be 
confider'd by the People as He or She Advices, but as the 
are noxious or ſalutary to the Kingdom: And we are not 
unfurniſh'd with Examples in our own Azzals, where 
tome of our wiſeſt Princes did not diſdain to receive good 
Counſel from the Female Sex, But theſe Nice Charc/-- 
Meu would find no fault with her Grace, did the but in con— 
junction with them, betray the Kingdom to France and 
Popery, no more than they did with thoſe famous Miſtreſſes 
who Reign'd over their own King Charles the Second. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Farley is not once 
nam'd or characteriz'd in the Memorial, which was not 
done by our #1gh- Flying-Politicians out of Deſign to ren- 
der him ſuſpected ; for he's fo much an Eng/ifhman, that, 
tmerarious and unthinking as they are, they could not hop? 
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to make him pals, even with the moſt credulous of their 
own implicite Herd, for a Friend to their Cauſe. But all 
mention of him was omitted either out of Hope or Fear; 
being too conſiderable to be neglected or forgot. If they 
fear'd to irritate him, and to rouſe fo formidable an Ad- 


veriary, their Caution is certainly to be commended : For 


none in the Three Kindoms better underſtands the extent 
of the Peoples Liberty, the Bounds of the Prince's Prero- 
zative, the Privileges of Parliaments, or the Force and 
Tenor of our Laws; all which Qualifications, with his con- 
ſummate Literature, render him indeed the moſt capable of 
any to encounter thoſe, who would confound all our Rights, 
and bring us under a ſlaviſh and barbarous Section. 
But if they had any ſuch fore-ſight, as to hope he would 
become a Mediator on their behalt, in caſe they found 
no pollibility of ſuccecding in their Deſign, they are a- 
gain no leis to be commended; for in every Party he al- 
ways hated extreams, which are apt to carry the beſt too 
far, and he has often generouſly endeavour'd to bring 


thoſe oi aZ fides to a right Underſtanding and Love 


of the true ol Engliſh Government : Wherefore even thoſe 
milled or pretended Church-men, may ſecurely depend on 
his good Offices, when ever they are ſo penitent as to- 
Jeſerve, or fo wiſe as to ſue for them. 

So far is the Government from being unforgiving or 
mplacable at the infinite Affronts offer d by theſe Men 
whoſe Welfare no leſs than that of other Subjects they 


would gladly procure) that whenever they return to- 


themſelves and their Duty, they may expect the ſame Me- 
lation from all her Majeſty's Miniſters, who (tis moſt ap- 


parent) were not advanc'd to the high Pots they enjoy, 


either for being all Tories, or for being all Whigs, and 
theretore much leis tor being the keeneſt of either Party: 
to execute tne vengeance of the Court, or to gratify their 


2wn private Piques. againſt the other; but for being Men. 
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of clear Eftates and undoubted 7ntereſt in their Country, of 


fair and unſpotted Repurations with all Men, declar'd Ad- 
vocates for Peace and Toleration about diſputable Opi- 
nions, and, notwithſtanding any Difference about ſmaller 
matters, having an Extenſive Charity for all Denomina- 
tions of Exgliſbmen that will unanimouſly agree to ſupport 
her Majeſty's Title and the Proteſtaut Succeſſion. Altho 
this Character does very particularly belong to his Grace 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, whoſe being more intimately re- 
ceiv'd into her Majeſty's Councils, was univerſally eſteem'd 
the Preſage of an upright and impartial Adminiſtration, 
as being a Perſon that could have no other poſſible End or 
Proſpect but the Service of his Country, in taking upon 


him the trouble of any Paſt: Yet without competent 


Meaſures of theſe 2alifications, Men of the greateſt 4;- 
{ities may aſpire in vain to the Honour of being the Queen's 
Miniſters, in whom ſhe indiſpenſably requires a high de- 


.gree of Moderation. For this Diſpoſition, we deny it not, 


they were pick'd out among ſo many; in theſe things we ac- 


knowledge they are ready to do as they are bid: And we 


have all the reaſon in the World to believe that the Queen 
will ſtill prefer the beſt and wiſeſt Men among the Whigs 
and the Tories; tho' tis ſomewhat odd, that no ſooner a 
Tory's known to be moderate, but he's preſently reported 


by his Party toturna Whig. | 


But why ſhou'd this become the ſubject of our won- 
'der? when even the Queen her (elf, for daily practiſing 


and recommending this healing Vertue of Moderation, is 


molt unworthily and falſely traduc'd in the Memorial, as 
partial to the Diſſenters, and obſtructing Laws in ſavour f 
the Church of England, for which the Author of that Lise! 
ſticks not boldly to ſay, that her Zeal is dampt, and that 
the Church holds not the ſame rank in her Eſteem and C5 
fidence that ſhe held heretofore. This needs no 4ygrava- 
ion, and as little needs any Anſwer, conſidering her oy 
jelt ys 
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jeſty's ſtrict Education in the Principles of the Church of 


England, her adorning the Doctrine of it with a Life fo 
religious and exemplary, appearing at the Revolution in 
it's defence (attended with the molt critical Circumſtances ) 
even to the hazard of her Life, and being ſo remarkably 
kind and bountiful to the Clergy, ſince her happy accelc. 
ſion to the Throne; and without queſtion their nume- 
rous Addreſſes, wherein they aſcribe all our Succeſſes to 
her appropriating part of her own Revenue for their 
Maintenance, will be thought a more authentick Evidence 
of her Affection for the Church, than the wretched Inſi- 
nuations of the Memorialiſt concerning her Partiality to 
the Diſſenters. All theſe things are as fully known to the 
Nation, as that the High- Church men never treated Charles 
the Second at this rate, nor gave any warning of the 


Churches Danger then, notwithſtanding the haſty Advances 


made to that Popery, which appear d bare-fac'd in his 
Brother's Reign. Wherefore their Calumnies are fufficient- 


ly anſwer'd by repeating them, and thereby ſhewing to the 


World the ZZigh-Church-men's matchleſs Ingratitude. But 
what can it be that has thus inflam'd their Rage beyond 
any regard to Truth or Probability > The Cauſe is plain 
and confeſt. Her Majeſty's repeated Cautions in her Speeches 
againſt Diviſions, Her frequent Inculcations of the neceſſity 


f moderate Counſels, and Her repeated Exhortations from 


the Throne to Peace and Union (the moſt glorious Elogies 
of the beſt of Princes) by which not the Church of Eng- 
land, but the Conſpirators aganſt both it and the Govern 
ment, find themſelves (as the Memorialiſt complains) ſenſi- 
bly reproach'd with waut of Chriſtian Charity, and the true 
Spirit of Peace, Now tor this very Reaſon, every Man en- 
dud with ordinary Senſe, muſt needs conclude them guilty; 
for if they are innocent, why ſhould they apply thoſe Ad- 


= vices particularly to themſelves, which her Majeſty with- 


vat Aiſtinction directs to all her Subjects repreſented in Par- 
| liament? 
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liament? For in order to conclude à Peace, both fides 
muſt conſent, and have the ſame Diſpoſition. 
Vet this ſenſible Reproach from the Throne is not all the 
cauſe of their Diſcontent. Moderation quite ſpoils their 
Deſigns, being the only thing that can «»zze the Nation 
againſt them, while their main hope conſiſts in our Divi- 
frons, which cannot be more ſucceſsſully effected than by 
Rigor and Perſecution. For this it is that the very Word 
Moderation is abhorr d, and ſo many Invecti ves have been 
made of late againſt the thing, that it has rais d a kind 
of Civil War among the Learned, one of em being forc d 
at laſt to write a whole Book to prove Moderation a Vir. 
tue, which Book was anſwer d and defended. The 4: br 
would run no ſmall risk of being counted phrenetick and 
ridiculous by Poſterity, if the other Party had not ſo warm- 
ly written againſt him: And that the Memorial of the Churci; 
of England, with ſeveral other ſuch Libels, will fully prove, 
that there was then in being the Set of the Tories, otherwilc 
call'd High- Church. men, who deny'd Moderation to be a Vir. 
tue; and that it will be recorded as a commendation, which 
few other Ses deſerve, that their Practice was ever agree- 
able to their Profeſſion. Nor will it be mention'd with 
leſs Honour to their Critical Learning, that one of their 
prime Doctors prov'd Moderation to mean Perſecution, u hen 
we are commanded in Scripture, to let our Moderation le 
known to all Men, which was an Exhortation to the B.. 
ſhops (as the Doctor will have it) to let the effects ot 
their Church Government be ſeverely felt by all Heretic: 
or Schiſmaticks, or other obſtinatè and contumacious Perſons; 
ſince in the Latin Tongue moderor ſigniſies to ſteer and go- 
dern. Now was not this an admirable Argument for 40 
worthy a Cauſe 2 And what pity is it the Doctor was nei 
ther ſo good a Divine as to know the New Teſtument was ori- 
ginally pennd in Greek, nor ſo good a Claſſic as to know 
that tho' Moderamen be put for Government, Moderatio is 
2 never 


who abuſe her extraordinary Lenity and Goodneſs. 
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never ſo, which makes me hope that this Sermon was not ; 
55 before the moſt literate Auditory at St. Mary's in 
Oxford. 

By this time every Man muſt perceive the meaning of ; 
the Outcry againſt both the Queen and her Miniſters for | 
their Moderation; and what the Memorialiſt intended a Re- | 
proach, is {ure to be hereafter, as it is at preſent, the tru- | 
eſt and nobleſt Character of this Reign, that Moderation 
was the Word, the Paſſe - par- tout that open d all the Place- Page 9. 
doors between the Lizzard- Point in Corn wal, aud the Town 
of Berwick upon Tweed : And that, at her firſt coming to 
the Throne, the Head of the Church inclin'd not only to for- Page 5, 
give but to forget paſt Injuries, for the Exerciſe of which 
Heroic Virtue {he has (till occaſion enough, as appears by 
the Memorial, and the Behaviour of certain of her Subjects 


The Memorzaliſt, among many other unneceſſary Pains 
he has taken, might have likewiſe omitted helping the 
Miniſters to an Apology for their moderate and impar- 
tial Conduct, ſince they need no Excuſes of any ſort, and 
leaſt of all ſuch as he borrows or makes for them ; as if 
they were fore d to comply with the Times, and to att by ne- Pa. 13,24 
cefity againſt their Iuclinations, till they find a favouraltle 
Opportunity of putting thoſe Projects in execution which they 
keep in reſerve. The Miniſters, on the contrary, are plain 
and above-board , they have none of the C Games to 
play in the dark; and one of the Eæcaſes he makes for 
em (a ſtrange thing indeed to be made an Excuſe) is the 
true and only ground on which they act, the fundamen- 
tal Maxim whereby they ſquare and order all their 
Meaſures, which is, that the Queen muſt have the Hearts page 13. 
of all her People, and in order to it, give equal Encourage- 
ment to all her loving Subjects without diſtinction of Parties. 
And is not this to be in the higheſt manner God's Vice- 
gerent, who is no Reſpelter of Perſons, but in every Nation, | 
Le x 
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he that fears him and works Righteouſneſs is accepted of him : 
if the Miniſters (as I doubt not but they will) do ſteadi- 


ly abide by this Profeſſion, and convince the Nation of 
their Sincerity by their Practice, they may boldly bid de- 


hance to all the Machinations and Enterprizes of thei: 


Adverſaries. But the Memorialiſt, who undertook to {right 
em out of their Wits, pretends they are not ſo ſecure, 


for that zhey have. forfeited the Eſteem and AM ecl ion of th 


whole Body of the Church. men, to make themſelves the Head 
of a prick-ear d Faction: As if loſing the good liking of 
the light and high-flying Body of ſuch Church men as hc 
means, was not the moſt certain way of recommending 


em to the Love and Confidence of the whole weighty 


Body of the Nation, able indeed to cruſh a corrupt Mini- 
ſtry to pieces (as it has frequently happen'd) but an un- 
ſhaken Support to the Good and the Wiſe of all ſorts. By 
the Contempt expreſs'd in the Phraſes of Prick-ear d Fa- 
ction, Spiriting up a Faction that was down, and a Broten 
Dejected Faction, one would think the Memorialiſt has not 
ſo good a Memory as he ſeems to have a claim to; for 
we have it more than once (as we are going to ſee) un- 
der his own hand, that his Party is but miſerably ſmall, 
and that the Whigs (on the contrary) are both numerous 
and formidable. Nor can I perceive that the Flower of 
his Charch-men are many in number above the conſtant ho- 
nourable few, who only by a ſingle couple exceed One 
hundred thirty and four; and theſe without any Depen- 
dance or Support, ſince their ſuppos d great Friends, A/ 


ſertors, Paſtors, and Protectors, are, according to himſelf, 


gone over to their Enemies: So that, for ought we can 
learn, they are without Prince, Biſhops, Miniſters or Stateſ- 

men. 5 
Why therefore all this hectoring, bluſtering, and ſwag- 
gering, from a deſpicable Handful in fo lamentable and 
torlorn a Condition? Conſidering eſpecially, that, in the 
brighteſt 
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brighteſt Sun-ſhine of the Tories Favour and Power, they 
were not an equal Match for the Whiggzs, tho labouring 
under a Thouſand Diſadvantages, and wholly depriv d of 
the Countenance of the Court? Should I be ſuſpected 
herein of Partiality, I humbly deſire the Memorialiſt may 


for once be heard with Patience: If while the Court was 


for us (lays he) the Touſe of Lords almoſt entirely with us, 


the Laws vigorous on our Side, even in thoſe Days, the 
Whigs, Republicans, and Fanaticks, encreas d and multi- 
ply'd upon us ; how will they inſult us now, when all our 
Strength is reducd to a Remnant in the Houſe of Commons 
only, and thoſe oppos d by the other Houſe, Brom leaten by the 
Court, and aſpers'd, vilify d, and abus'd by the Whigs, Re- 
publicans, and Fanaticks, all the Nation over? It may be 
juſtly wonderd how, after fo long Experience of their 
Principles and Practices, they ſhould happen to have 2 
Remnant any where among ſo free and intelligent a People | 
The beſt on't is, that the Court, the Lords, and the whole 
Body of the Nation, are againſt em in their own Opinion, 
as well as in Reality: And, ſince their Remnant in the preſent 
Houſe of Commons is almoſt reduc'd to nothing, they are 
rather to be pity'd than to be fear'd ; for the moſt help- 
leſs Women and Children in their Anger, are as liberal of 
their Threats as of their Tears. As for the Whzgs, there 


are among them, as in all other great Bodies of Men, 


ſelf· intereſted and corrupt Perſons, for whom 1 ſhall be 
far from making any Defence; I only juſtify ſuch as keep 
to the Principles of the Party, which the Tories themſelves 
know to be the Principles of the Nation, by affecting to 
honour the Memory of the 0/4 Whigs, whom yet they 
impriſon'd, baniſh'd, or hang 'd, in the foregoing Reigns, 
pretending now that the Practice of the Modern Whags is 
not anſwerable to their Profeſſion, being baſe Recreants, 
recanting, all their old Principles, in the Stile of the Memo- 


Page 34 
the Houſe of Commons undebauchd in their Principles, and 
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morial, which we grant cannot be objected to the Antje,: 
or Modern Tories, they being acted by the ſame uniform Spi. 
rit of Arbitrarineſs, Violence, and Perſecution ; and when- 
ever any of them quits theſe Principles, he's thought to quit 
his Party (as we ſaid) and to become at leaſt a Whig de fat, 
By the way, one prime Artifice of the Cozſpirators, is 
To talk conſtantly of the Whigs, as if they were all D;/- 
ſenters, when their main Body are Members of the Church 
of England; the diſtinction of Whigs and Tories being wholly 
Political, and relating only to Civil Afairs, The Whigs main- 
tain, That all good Governments are (under God) originally 
ſrom the Choice of the People, for whom,and by whom, they 
are Eſtablifſh'd; and that no Government is good which does 
not conſiſt of Laws, by which the Magiſtrates are reſtrain'd 
and regulated no lets than the Suljects, for their common 
Happineſs. This End of all Society, they think, may be 
compals'd by ſeveral Methods, Means, and Forms, ſince the 
Sovereign Authority is ſafely and commodiouſly lodg'd in 
a few or many Hands; and, among the reſt, they like none 
ſo well as our own Mix d Form, of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, the latter being purely Elective, the Second, abſo- 
lutely Hereditary, and the Firſt partating of both : For the 
Regal Line is on the one Hand, Hereditaty, to avoid 
the Uncertainty, Venality, Tumults, and Diſorders, of 
frequent Elections from different Families; but on the 
other Hand, to prevent the worſe Inconveniences of ha- 
ving for our Kings Mad-men, Fools, Tyrants, Papiſts, or 
Perſons otherwiſe unfit to govern, the Succeſſton is ſo 
limited by Laws as to be ſubject to divers Iacapacities, 
and *tis at the Pleaſure of the Legiſlave Power to en- 
creaſe or diminiſh ſuch Incapacities, as they ſhall find 
moſt conducing to the Welfare of the Nation. From 
theſe Principles of the Whigs, and from ſuch a Conſli- 
tution, tis eaſy to conclude, That, in the Firſt Place, 
they hold it lawfulto reſſt Tyrants and Uſurpers by _— 
elie- 


W 
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believing Princes to be made for the People, and not the 
people for the Uſe, Will, or Luſt of the Prince. Secondly, 
That the ample Revenues of Princes are a Reward pro- 
portionate to the high Dignity, and vaſt Pains, of their 
Ace: which are paid by every Man in particular (ac- 
cording to their Ability) for the aſliduous Care thoſe Fa- 
thers of the Country take of all the Subjects Intereſt in ge- 
neral. That, Thirdly, the Reſpect which is paid to their 
Perlons, is a grateful Acknowledgemeat of their prudent 
Councils, equitable Adminiſtration, or valiant Actions; 


and that thoſe Honours are only due by Cuſtom to bad 


Princes, the greateſt Profeſſions of Fidelity to abſolute 
Maſters being never offer'd from the bottom of the Heart, 
when either Fear requires ſuch Ceremonious Submil- 
ſions, or when Flattery finds em convenient. The 
Whigs are therefore avowedly Defenders of Liberty and 
Laws, Oppoſers of Licenſe, and deſpotick Power, Maintainers 
of the Legal, but not Abſolute Succeſſion of the Crown; the 


Friends of good Princes, for whom they wou'd freely expoſe 


their Lives, as they wou'd do the ſame againſt Tyrants to 
whom they are Enemies, being every one of them tor Liber- 
*y of Conſcience, and moſtly for a general Naturalization. 

The contrary of all this is a Tory, one who is for Paffve 
Obedience and Non Reſiſtauce to the Will of the Prince, for 
the Hereditary Succeſſion of the Crown without any Limi- 
tations, yielding a ſervil and blind obedience to the Pre- 


negative, being all for Perſecution in matters of Religion, 


and very few or none for any ſort of Nataralixation. Tis 
true their Nature is oſten apt to rebel againſt their Princt- 
ples, but that theſe are their profeſt Principles, is undeni- 
ably evident from all their Laymen and Divines Books in 


Charles the Second's time, which was properly their own 


Reign. The contrary Principles they did then (as they 
do ſtill) object to the Whizgs, for which, under the 
Name of Republicans, they render'd them odious to ſome 

Gi 
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of our Princes; and here refer in particular to the Decree 


publiſh'd by the Univerſity of Oxford in the Year 1683, 
and which (as 1 am inform'd) did lately, if not at pre- 
tent, hang in ſome of their College · Halls, notwithſtanding 
their Oaths to King Wiliam and Queen ANNE, and the 


Oath of Abjuration, which contains the Right of the 


Houſe of Hanover, with all which, and the Arms taken 
up in their Defence, that Famous Decree is flatly incom- 
patible. But whoever rejects and diſowns this Decree, 
or denies thoſe to be his Principles which are here im- 
puted to the Tories, he may diſlike the word Whigg or 
Republican as much as he pleaſes (and no body will quarrel 
with him for Names, commonly given to all ſides by their 
Enemies) but he certainly agrees about things with the 
Republicans: for there are no middle Principles between 
theirs and thoſe of the Tories; and we have already hinted 
that a Whigg does not peculiarly ſignifie a Difſenter. 

Now where is the wonder, if the Whigs have been 
always too hard for the Tories: That is, if the bulk of 


the Engliſh Nation, who live under a free Government, 


and are in their Principles for Liberty, ſhould continually 
get the better of a certain Faction of Ambitious Szates- 
Men and Clergy-Men, with their few implicite Followers; 
who, to gratifie their own Vanity, Avarice, Revenge, or 
Superſtition, would Sacrifice all our Civil and Sacred 
Rights, nay human Nature its ſelf, to the Arbitrary Will 
ot the Prince: for a Deſpotick Government is truly and 
properly a Government of Beaſts, tho' even molt of theſe 
will Grumble, Snarl, Roar, Kick and Bite, at Paſſive 
Obedience, Opinions in Religion then are not concern d 
in the diſtinction of Whigg and Tory ; for may not a Man 
be inditlerently a Whigg, or a Tory, whether he holds 


Baptiſm is beſt adminiltred by d:zpping or by ſprinkling ? 


Whether he underſtands Biſhop to be a Synonymous 
Name tor Presby/er, or the ſtile of a higher Order? Or 


which 
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wich ſoever he preters, receiving the Lords Supper „t- 
ting or kneeling, or to hear his Parſon preach in a Cloak, 
or in a Surplice, or without either 2 And were Mhiggiſim 
reſtrain'd to the Difſenters, I fancy the Memorialiſt would 
find it a hard task to make em ſo wife and powerful a 
Body as he's forc'd ſometimes to repreſent 'em: But the 
late Revolution with the Acts conſequential to it, is the 
moſt infallible Te whereby to diſtinguiſh and diſcover the 
true Whigs. | 

Ihe generality therefore of the Church of England, and 
all the Diſſenters being Whiggs, the Memorialiſt is in the 
right to adviſe the Miniſters, to be ſure that they are able 
to ſteer clear of theſe Rocks, which no Man has hitherto 
done he might have added, no, not the Whig Miniſters 
themſelves when they were playing a Tory Game, to the diſ- 
advantage of the Principles for which they were pre- 
tcrr'd, and to the Indigoation of thoſe whoſe popular Re- 
commendations brought em firſt to the knowledge of the 
Publick, and then advancd 'em on their Shoulders to 
thoſe Poſts, which ſome of them ſo little afterwards de- 
iervd by their mean Complaiſance, and thoſe haſty Me- 
thods which others took to raiſe E/tates, wherein Tools 
are ever neceſſary; and this laſt is the true Reaſon, why 


they generally deſerted or neglected their Old Friends, and 


were tonder of employing Footmen, Bankrupts, Poets, 
Players, and Pettyfoggers, than Men of Family, Learn- 
ing, Ability, or Virtue , beſides that one of two of em 
cou'd bear no Rivals to their reputed Capacities, which 
made em diſcountenance thoſe of their own Party who 
acre fitteſt for Buſineſs, and therefore all Buſineſs quickly 
miſcarry d in their hands. But (this Conduct relating on- 


y to their private Intereſt) what made em incur the Diſ- 

pleaſure of the Nation, was their endeavouring (tho' in 

vain) to bring all the Whigs to vote againſt the 7riennial 

Bll, the Judges Bill, the Bill for regul: ting Tryals in aig” 
| | 0 
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defrauding the very Tories of their ſhare in that Honour; 
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of THigh Treaſon, the Bill for disbanding the Army, and 
their contriving to gain certain other dangerous and 7invi- 


dlious Points, in order to make their own Court or Fortunes, 


tho directly contrary to their ſormer Profeſſions, which 
induc'd ſeveral to call their Ability in queſtion, no lels 
than their Integrity. As a Judgment of God the Tories 


might juſtly ſuffer in King Williams time under bril'd - 


Judges and perpetual Parliaments, without knowledge of 


their Crimes, or Advocates to plead their Cauſe, for pro- 


moting theſe Hardſhips formerly againſt others, without 
conſidering how another time they might turn on them- 
ſelves. But ſuch a Spirit of Partiality, Arbitrarineſs, and 
Revenge, was ſtrangely unbecoming any Whigs (and de- 
teſted indeed by the true Whigs) who by their Principles 
are Patrons of the Liberty of Mankind, and formerly 
ſtruggld to obtain thoſe Laws, as being the moſt genuine 
Dictates of Nature. Of theſe and the like things, that 
make for or againſt the Common Good, the People are 
ordinarily ſharp-ſighted Judges, even thoſe of em who 


know not what is meant by the Words Whig and Tory - 


And therefore all wiſe Miniſters, will take care to fleer clear 
of theſe Rocks, on which they may otherwiſe be ſure to ſplit. 
Even our Deliverer and Reſtorer King William himſelt, 
when (by the miſin formation of ſuch as ought, in Duty to 
him and the Publick, to have advisd him better) he fell 
once or twice into Meaſures not contributing ſo directly 
(as he intended) to his own Glory or the Intereſt of the 
Nation, found the Whigs no ſtupid ſilent Slaves, no obſe- 


quious Aſiatick Sycophants, which the Memorialiſt men- 


tions to their Reproach, calling their Oppoſition in ſuch 


Caſes Ungrateful Returns, and themſelves bitter and ungentile 


Enemies : Whereas others will remember this to their 


Everlaſting Praiſe, thus to obſtruct the Miſtakes of a Prince 


whom they ſo highly truſted, lov'd, and valud, without 


for 


n) ß ̃ “ß. ¾²Ü—9ümgf oe. ere eds é ],, ,,,, 


2 2 


the State of England, Oc. 81 


for tis no matter to the State who are for a good thing, 
nor for what Ezds, provided the thing its ſelf be truly 
uſeful, ſeaſonable, and neceſſary. i 
| But how comes the Memorialiſt all of a ſudden to be 
| thus ſollicitous for the ſafety of the preſent Miniſters, a- 
gainſt whoſe Fame, Deſigns, and Management, he has 
| Publiſh'd fo leud an InveFive? Why, meerly tocreate 
} Diviſions and Miſunderſtandings, according to the fun- 
| damental Maxim of the Conſpirators; and our Author (it 
| ſeems) was choſen for the ſubtle Ulyſſes to ſet the Lord 
| Treaſurer and the Whigs together by che ears, by giving 
| wonderful wiſe Cautions to the one againſt the other, as 
being equally concern'd for the good of both. You have 
heard how ſagely he was admoniſbing the Miniſters a- 
gainſt the Whigs; for he ſuppoſes my Lord Treaſurer all 
this while to act a part, and to be againſt the Whigs in 
his Soul, tho the Whigs are ſo ſimple as to be well fa- P. 24, &. 
tisfy'd of the contrary. Now he addreſſes himſelf to 
the Whigs, who, he ſays, if they be wiſe, will conſider for Page 30. 
what Ends they are at preſent careſt, and whether their own 
ſhare of the Nuts they are employ'd to rake out of the Fire, 
| be worth burning their Fingers for. They have conſider dit, 
and will conſider it the more to gratify their kind-heart- 
ed, civil, and ingenious Friend the Memorialiſt z but ſtill 
they are ſuch ſtupid Politicians, and ſtand ſo much in their 
own Light, that they can never conſider to his purpoſe, 
ſo long as they find their ſhare of the Nuts is honeſtly gi- 
ven them. Well, if he can't prevail with the Mhige, 
hell try his Lordſhip once more, and tell him a Story of 
Katherine de Medices, the French Hugonots,” and the Pa- Pa. 29,3% 
riſian Maſſacre 5 whereof the Moral is in his own Words, 
that Friendſhips founded on Ambition are fallacions and dan- 
gerous, and never laſting : For he that to ſerve apreſent turn, 
gives up his old Friends, to ſerve a future one, will give up 
his new ones to them to recover em again. And no doubt 


but the Treaſurer (Who acts not for mew or old Friends, _ 
| or 
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for the Qzeen and the Nation) will look on the applica. 
tion of this Moral, as a mighty Complement 3 eſpecially 
when tis thus by way of Advice, from ſo zealous a Weij. 
wiſher, who in the very next Lines ſays as much to hj; 
ſuppos'd Mhiggiſ Bubbles. I forbear to recite any more 
of theſe Connter- Advices juſt upon the heels of one any. 
ther, it being a nauſeous piece of Vanity in the Mew. WW | 
rialijt, when purblind Children may ſee thro his Cob. © / 
web Devices, to dream of deceiving the Eyes of one of | 21 « 
the moſt perſpicacious and wiſeſt Men in Europe; or of 
a Party, that in his own account made ſhipwreck of all 
the Kings and Miniſters that did not keep clear of em. | 

Page 31: Nay, they prov'd too hard for Sunderland himſelſ, who, with. | 
out all queſtion, was the ableſt Stateſman of his Time; 
and to whom, when his Story comes to be impartially told, 
England will appear to owe the higheſt Obligations, tho 
no leſs ungratefully usd by a few of the leading Whigs than 
vilely miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood by moſt of the 
Tories. But what all theſe could not effect, one ſingular 
Politician propos'd heroically to atchieve in the Name of 
the Church, as if that Word had carry d ſome irreſiſtible 
Charm ; and when he has done it, well be content to 
raiſe him Trophies as high as her Steeples. | 

What, is all the Wind and Venom againſt the Mini. 
try thus idly ſpent, and is there no Dirt that can ſtick? 

No Imputation that can faſten, or paſs at leaſt for pro- 

bable with the unthinking Mob of any Side ? Yes, a 

double Charge yet remains; and if neither hits, ſome Body 

is like to die in Deſpair, Firſt, We are told, that there 
needed no managing of the Diſſezters, by obſtructing the 
Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, and that therefore it was 
an unneceſſary Oppoſition to the Church, which makes it 
the leſs excuſable. But *ris ſuppos'd gratis here, that this 

was done by way of Trimming or Management, but not 
on the Principles of Toleration 5 and that Occaſional Con- 
formity is injurious or dangerous to the Church For both 


theſe 
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1 WE theſe Notions we have already exploded. Yet, contrary 
to all Reaſon and Experience, the Memorialiſt affirms, page 15. 
that the Diſſenters would not be diſoblig'd, if the Bil 
us 5 againſt Occaſional Conformity had paſt, But what if the Ibid. 


i 8 Diſenters were difobligd 2 What is it, ſays he, the Pub- 
„bal wants from them? Heanſwers, The Aſſiſtance of their 
. Hands and Purſes. The firſs of theſe, continues he, we 


b- I have not; and, pray, whoſe Fault is it, theirs who offer 
of | or refuſe that Aſſiſtance? And if our Fleets and Armies 
of | did wholly conſiſt, as they do not, of ſuch as can always 
ill © conform to the Public Service, yet would it not be {till 
n. much better, if all good Profeſtazts and faithful Subjects 


h. © might join their Strength in the Progreſs of our Aris, 

;  tho' they cannot agree in the Methods of their Prayers 2 

d, WF Beſides, that if our Forces (whoſe Gallantry expoſes em 

o daily to a thouſand deaths) are all form'd of Church. men, i} 

an the Diſexters, according to Political Arithmetick, muſt | 

he in time ſurpaſs us both in Wealth and Number, and con- | 

ar WW £quently in Power, As for their Purſes, the Taxes, he | 

of WF ſays, being impos'd by the Legiſlative Authority, they could Ibid. | 

le not refuſe, unleſs they would rebel. An Oracle fit for a | 

to WW High-Church or a Morocco Politician to utter! but not to 
be heard in Free Countries, where States and Princes muſt .Y 

zi. WE have the Hearts of their Subjects, as well as their Hand. | 

«2 WW or do 3 being never ſure of the two laſt, without 

o- W pollefling the firſt, and being only fare of the firſt by an 

a equal diſtribution of Law and Juſtice. But, it his Word 

ly WM betaken for it, there is no fear of their refuſing to lend 

re Money to the Government, while they receive good I- | 

ne bereſt; and may not this as well be turn d upon the High- [ 

as Church-men 2 only that they are neither ſuch good Sub- ö 

it jeFs nor fo rich (few Merchants being againſt Liberty ) = | 

Us that the Government ſhould much depend on their Loans. g 

ot Now the Memorialiſt turns Ad viſer again, and is not a 

u- little concern d that the Diſſenters are abetted, headed, 

1 or ſupported by Latitudinarians, Sociniaus, and other page 19 

le 
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Men of no Principles or immoral Lives. Our Biggots of 


the High- Church little think what Honour they fometimes 
do (by their unwary Heat) to thoſe they intend to 4% 
credit or defame ; for if any Man be more ſerious or ſtrict 


in his Converſation than others, he's ſtreight eſteem'd a 
Presbyterian, as if Levity and Looſeneſs were eſſential to a 


Church-man : Or he's branded for a Socinian, if he poſſeſſes 
more than ordinary Learning and Judgment; as if a Man 
of any Knowledge, Thought or Reach, could not poſſibly 
believe the received Opinions: And every one's a La. 


titudinarian in their account, who has any Friendſbip or 


Intercourſe with others, tho' never ſo firmly grounded 
in his own particular Faith; as if the Cauſe of a Church- 
man was ſo very weak, that he muſt needs give it up to 
the firſt who keeps him company, and therefore thoſe 
Babes of the Church are to be carefully kept out of harms 
way by their Spiritual Pedagogues. But, not to run into 
Digreſſions, the Diſſenters (if they be not Enthuſtaſts in- 
deed) would doubtleſs rejoice to obtain Favour or Aſſi- 
ſtance from Governors, Stateſmen, and Politicians (as ſuch) 
tho' not of their Perſuaſion, nay even from Mahometans 
or Heathens, were they under their Rule or Dominion, 
And if ſome of the great Men, the Memorialiſt names as 


their Patrons, were guilty of the Immoralities he lays to 


their charge, *tis evident fromthe Experience of all Ages, 
that an ill Man in his own Life may do excellent things 
for the Publick, as a great Pretender to Religion may poſ- 
fibly be a great Krave, a rapacious, cruel, or bloody 


Tyrant, who either ſeeks to cover his Villanies under this 


pious Claak, or imagines to atone for his Impieties by for- 
mal and ſuperſtitious Obſervations, of which we might 
produce numerous Examples. The Diſſenters therefore are 
not to blame, if ſome of the late Whig- Miniſters (as they 
are call'd) be neither finiſh'd Saints nor Heroes, They 
were ll ſtanch for Liberty of Conſcience; altho in the Me- 
moriali}t's uſual Rhetorick, they can never be brought to 

ſubmit 
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ſubmit to the ſower Rules and ſaucy Encroachments of Edin- 
lurg and Geneva. And might not good Men prudently 
wink at the Frailties of others in ſcraping for Eſzates at 


home, ſo long as either to ſecure theſe, or from a nobler 


principle, they would be zealous and vigorous againſt our 
Enenties abroad ? | 

Now, might I put in for an Adviſer with the Memo- 
rialift, I would conclude, from the Conſideration of ſuch 
heterogeneous and repugnant Intereſts, as the Deiſs, So- 
cinians, 1 atitudinarians, and the ſeveral SeFs of Diſſenters 
(ſuppoſing em all combin d, as he's pleas'd to tell us) that 
neither the Church nor the State ought to purſue any Mea- 
fares that will uni e all theſe againſt them: Since they can 
never naturally agree, unleſs compell'd by ſame Neceſſity, 
which Neceſſety mult directly, or by conſequence,touch em 
all; and therefore muſt be in it ſelf a National Grievance. 
It may well be ſomne common Oppreſſion of all other Men, 
to gratify the Humour or Ambition of a Few, but cannot 
be any Regulation tor the Pablick Good; for to all proper 
Laws for reſtraining, Murther, Theft, Adultery, and the 
like Vices, the Deijts, Socinians, Latitudinarians, and 
Diſſenters, are ſure toconcur: And ſo will the very Atheiſts 
(if ſuch there are in the World) as in all Things elſe 
where Social Vertue is concern d, and whereby they are 
to be Gainers as well as others. Nor will they likewiſe 


ever oppoſe any thing, wherein they are not particularly 


to be Loſers, fuch as all Laws 1n favonr of the Church, 

which tend not to the [jury or Netriment of others. 
But that the clamorous and bitter Zeat, which ſome 

Men of late havc expreſs d for the Church, is nothing elſe 


but a ſtruggle for Places, and that the Bill againſt Occaſtonal 


Conformity was but a meer worldly Project to monopolize 
all the Places to a few High-Churchmen, and a particular 
Set of Tories, is as true and certain, as commonly known 
and believ'd: And we are not to learn how the Brains of. 
ProjeFors are diſturb'd, when their Deſigns prove abor- 

tive,, 
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which is often a common Liar, I might quickly ſwell this 
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tive, are diſcover d or deſpis'd; and therefore they muſt 
have leave to talk, tho nor to engroſs that Commodity 
to themſelves, giving others, at leaſt, the liberty to laugh, 


And who can forbear doing fo, when we are told the 


Church is betray d, rum'd, and undone, becauſe the 
Queen has been pleas'd to make ſome Alterations in 
her Miniſtry, tho' ſhe has not brought one Diſſenter 
into Office, and that (without Envy be it ſpoken) all 


Things both at Home and Abroad are much mended, 


ſince Her Majeſty has mended Her M7ziſtry. This cannot 
be unknown to any Man in Europe; for the Characters of 
our ſeveral ſorts of Miniſters, are not more known at 
Home than Abroad, tho they are not all equally lovd, 
as they are not all equally feard in France: And which 
of em has done more Hurt to France, or more Good to 
England, given better Orders at Sea, or farniſh'd readier 
Supplies at Land, the reſt of the World is left to judge. 
Is it ſuch a novel Thing then for the Prince to change 
Hands, without any other reaſon ſometimes, but to gra- 
tify Men of Merit by this kind of Raſation? Or if fre- 
quent Alterations be the occaſion of their Complaint, why 


was no Alarm rais d when the Queen chang d Her Miniſtry 


before? O but the laſt Miniſters were the Great Patrons 
and Aſſertors of the Church at Court, able Miniſters, and the 
ſteddy Champions of the Church, the D. of B— n, the E—s 


of R-, N—m, 7— , W— ſea, D—rt, the L--ds Gu- vd, 


G—w—r, Gr—le, Sir E— d Sr, Sir G. R- A, &c. Here's 
the Church's White Liſt, or Black Liſt, which you will. 


And how bold ſoever the Memorialiſt was pleas'd to make 


with certain Noblemen's Perſonal Characters, even to the 


1maginary Faults of their moſt private Receſſes 3 yet J 


frankly profeſs to decline his Example, as being neither 
ſo little a Chriſtian, not ſo angry, nor ſo deſperate. Ne- 
vertheleſs, without having recourſe to ſuch unchariatable 
and improbable Conjectures, or relying on common Fame, 
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2 Diſcourſe into an authentick Hiſtory from Materials of the 
moſt Publick Records, as the Paper Office, the Council 
EZ Books, and the Journals of Parliament, where it will ap- 


pear that ſome of theſe Champions (if we be not miſtaken 


in their Names) are accus'd of being in the Popifſh Plot, 
and Penſioners to Fraxce, tor which-Crimes they were vo- 
ted Enemies to the King and Kingdom. Some of'em were 
employ'd in King James High Commiſſion to deſtroy the 
© Church of England, and not far from the Treaſury when 
© that Prince levy'd Money on the Subjects by his own Au- 
” thority. The ſame, and others of em, were open Ene- 


mies to the late Revolution, oppos d the Abdication of Kin 
james, and the Bill for recognizing King William's Title. 
Theſe are undiſputable Facts, and ſo is the notorious Cor- 
ruption and Bribery of one of e'm in Parliament, with the 
Behaviour of others in Her Majeſty's Councils, and of 
ſome in divers Tranſactions both by Land and Sea. I 
cannot therefore but admire at the Imprudence of 
the Memorialiſt to give the leaſt provocation of exa- 
mining the Merits of his ab/e Miniſters, If their Fare- 
man was to ſpeak for them (for they want but One 
to make them the Churches Jury as well as her Cham- 
pions) we would grant the whole Contents of the Me. 
morial to be true, could he find half as many Reputable 
Men, in any one, or in all the Parties of the Nation, that 
ſaid he was a good Chriſtian, a good Subject, or a good 
Mar, without ever deſcending to Particulars, Yet God 
forbid that the Ianocent ſhould ſuffer in their Reputations 
with the G#zltz, for a Libeller's tacking their Names to- 
gether without their Coaſent- For (if according to his 
own Rules) we are to judge of the Children by their Pa- 
rents, then my Lord Gower (Who is not turn'd out as he 
reports) may poſſibly be iſtalen, but can never be other 
than a true Eugliſoman; or if Onderſtandling and Vertue 
be the beſt Foundations for the Love of Liberty, my Lord 
Guilford may (as it daily happen-) loſe his Poſt for a time, 
Hit 
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but will be never the more for Popery or Arbitrary Power 

Reading the Court for the Church, and Places for Power 
in many parts of the Memorial, the Book will become 
a great deal more plain and intelligible : For if Djſciplin 
(as ſome would have it) were the ſole occaſion of our Di. 
ſpntes, then the Controverſy (one would think) might 
be managd with more Order; or certainly with more 
| Decency, if we only diſagreed about Ceremonies. No, no. 
there's another matter at bottom: And it we are to judge 

of the Tree by its Fruits, tis ſomething quite different 
from Religion, which naturally produces Goodneſ\:.. 
Meekneſs, Peace, mutual Forgiveneſs and Forbearance. 
However, tis not unſerviceable to our Conſtitution, that 
now and then (as it ſometimes happen d) Men of 
Arbitrary Principles, or Adherents to the Popiſb Intereſt, 
ſhou'd get into a few Imployments, becauſe the Prince 
will thus have an Opportunity of ſatisfying the Peop!:, 
why the reſt are excluded from any ſhare in the A4dmi- 
iſtration, For their very Scheme is founded on Violence, 
and violent Mer will be driving things too haſtily, and 
often to Extremities. The leaſt ſhew of Favour makes 
em imagine that the Government is going into all their 
Meaſures, then they perſuade themſelves that thoſe 
they did not love are in their Power, and ſo they begin 
to uſe*em as if they really were; which makes the Na- 
tion quickly grow weary of them, to whoſe Satisfaction 
they are immediately ſacrific'd by a wiſe Prince, and their 
Places fill'd with Men of contrary Characters. 

The laſt Charge againſt the preſent Miniſtry relates to 
the Affairs of Scotland, as if they were likewiſe Miniſters 
of that Kingdom, or anſwerable for any Tranſactions of 
the Parliament there. The Scots make lond Complaints 
(how juſtly I will not determine) that all the Affairs of 
their Country have been long manag'd by Ergliſh Coun. 
cils, as if they had been rather a conquer'd Province or 
Colony, than an Independant Kingdom. And in England 
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again We have certain Perſons giving ſo much counte- 
to that Accafation, as to arraign our Miniſters for leaving 
the Scots at this juncture to act by themſelves, or rather 
for «(ſit#ng and adviſing them. But of all others | won- 


der leaſt at this from the Memorialiſt, who ſays, that every pig «. 


thing paſt in Scotland at the deſire of the Presbytery, even to 
the endangering of the Church and Monarchy of i.ngland, and 
the Diſheriſon of its Crown, and the immediate prejudice of 
its Soveraignty « Whereas neither our Court nor Parlia- 
nent make any ſuch Claim of Soveraignty, all the Records 
to that purpoſe being Monkiſh Forgeries, or violently and 
fraudulently procurd 3 no Prince having any Right to 
diſpoſe by Will or Deed of his Kingdom, as a Man may 
do of his proper Goods and Chattels, Nor can any va- 
lid Pretence be drawn from antient Conqueſte, fince as 
good Authority may be alledg d from their ſetting them- 
ſelves again at Liberty either by Force or Treaty, And 
fortuitous Poſſeſſion is but the Right of Reunion, that was 
trumpt up ſome Years ago by the preſent King of France, 
whereby he laid claim to all the Countries formerly con- 
tain'd in the Empire of Charlemain, or which belong'd 
at any time to the Gallick Crown, not conſidering to 
whom the Gallick Crown it ſelf belong'd of old: For 
this Right of Reunion confounds all the Titles in the 
World, and that of France no leſs than the reſt, as much 
as Filmer's Patriarchal Succeſſion from the eldeſt Son of 


Noah. 


But (leaving ſuch fantaſtical Diſputes as I found em) 
ſince during the Reigrs of ſeveral Kings and Queens, we 
have treated with Scotland as an Independent Kingdom 
without any Saving or Exception; and ſince in the mein 
while they have exercis'd all the Rights of Soveraign Ma- 


jeſty within themſelves, without any proteſtation from us 


to the contrary, tis manifeſt that they were therefore as 


much at Liberty, and had as plenary Right to make Con- 
ditions of Government, as we in ſetling our S#cceſſzon on 
the 
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the moſt Serene Houſe of Hanover, Neither is it any 
Dilberiſon of our Crown (to which the Scots owe no Sub. 
j2ction) that they have not yet declar'd for the fame Fa. 
mily with us; tho' I doubt not, after their Limitations are 
compleated, but they will heartily join with us for the 
mutual Security of our Religious and Temporal Welfare, 
The Arming of their People is but the common Right of 
all others that are ee; and fitter for us to imitate, than 
meanly to fear, or ridiculouſly to blame. They are 
highly to be commended for obtaining their AF of Secu. 
rity, as the Queen will be for ever extoll'd and admir'd 
for adding 1ſnch excellent and inexpugnable Fences to 
their Liberty. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe the Adviſers 
of her Majeſty's paſſing that 4F, to have been Scotliſ 
Miniſters, who underſtood Liberty, and lov'd their Cons. 
try, as who but ſuch would intermeddle in Scottzfh At- 
fairs, otherwiſe than as they concern themſelves in thoſe 
of any other State or Kingdom, whoſe {tereſt has an 
immediate relation to ours? Yet if any Engliſhman had 
a hand in it, he ought to be proud of ſuch natural Poli- 
ticks and fo worthy a Deed, eternally beneficial to the 
Scots , and no way injurious to the Exgliſo; tho' we 
want not thoſe among us, who either think no other Na- 
tion deſerving of Liberty, or that none beſides us have 
the Senſe to value and acquire it. It would be therefore 


no Service to his Deſign, if we had the Clue, which the 


Memorialiſt mentions, to lead us to the knowledge of who 
were the Adviſers of the Scottiſh AF of Security 3 but we 
wou'd gladly learn how the Church here was diſarm'd at 
the ſame time the Presbytery was armd in Scotland; for 
the only Men diſarm'd in this Kingdom are ſuch as will 
not ſwear Allegiance to the Government (which no doubt 
are the Church he means) and the higheſt of all Church- 
men, the Papiſts, 

The laſt Dependance of the Conſpirators is upon Scot- 


land, hoping from thence for Troubles and — 
et 
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Yet the true Patriots there know very well, that many 
who joyn with them for Limitations, do it only to keep 
em the longer from nominating the Proteſtant Succeſſor, 
wherein they are not ſo weak as to refuſe their A{ſrſtarce, 


foreſeeing that theſe very Limitations (if they be juſt 


and reaſonable) will prove the Chains hereafter to reſtrain 
their Madnels, as it has already happen'd in Exgland. 
They likewiſe perceive that the fame ſort of Men, who 
are againſt declaring for the Houſe of Hanover in Scotland, 
pretend to be angry in Ergland, that it is not yet done 
therez notwithſtanding they tail not in both Countries on 
all occaſions to diſperſe their malicious Inſinuations a- 
gainſt that Family, as-if, like the late King, who they ſay 
was a Foreigner, educated out of the Pale of the Church 
(the Popiſh expreſſion diſcovers the Cloven Foot) they 
ſhould come over without any extraordinary tenderneſs or 
regard for the Church, tho in their own Church they have 
much the ſame Diſciplize and Ceremonies as in ours. But 
tis highly reaſonable to believe, ſays the Memorialiſt, that 
when a Prince educated in another Church fhall come to the 
Helm, his Servants and Favourites, who will have the privi- 
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ledge of his Ear in a peculiar manner, may take upon em the 


Patronage of the Diſſenters, who will not fail to make ſtronger 
Court to em, than the Church will think to be their Due (as 
it Happen d in the late Reign) and ſo occaſion ſuch Promoti- 
05, as may be of fatal Conſequence to the Church. Grant- 
ing the next Prince to be Educated in another Church, 
tho' not in another Religion, and that he may lie under 
any Biaſs in relation to our Religious Controverſies, tis 
much more reaſonable to believe, that it will be rather 
in favour of the Church of England, of which he's to be 
a Profeſt Member by the Zimitations of the Crown , 
than in favour of the Diſſenters, who have neither ſuch 
a Liturgy nor Ceremonies as he's accuſtomd to. All 
Churchmen made due Court to the late King (as well as 
the Diſſerters ) except them who dillik d his Cauſe or Ti- 
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tle; and ſure he needed not the inſtigation of Favon. 
rites, to make Promotions fatal to ſuch a Church or Fag;. 
on: Which Treatment is to be likewiſe naturally expect- 
ed from the next Succeſſor, towards all who oppoſe or diſ. 
like hims for Oppoſition to the Government, tho' not 
Opinions in Religion, is a ſufficient reaſon for an Excluſi. 
on from Offices. 8 | 

Here I would not be miſ underſtood, as if I meant e. 
very Scruple about the Princes Title, to be a good cauſe 
of keeping a Man out of a Employments in the King- 
dom; but only out of thoſe where his being entruſted 
might create any poſſibe danger to the Prince or the Pub- 
lick : For well-meaning ſcrupulous Perſons giving good 
Security for their peaceable Behaviour, may with ſafety 
to all others enjoy ſeveral Offices, from which they will 
not be debarr'd by Wiſe Miniſters, who are for reconci- 
ling as many as they can to the Government, and for en- 
larging the foundations of it, by endeavouring to make 
all Men whatſoever eaſy. And therefore in ſome Inſtan- 
ces the late Whig-Miniſters did not act very conforma- 
bly to the Maxims of Liberty, by excluding all Non-ju- 
rant Lawyers from the exerciſe of their Profeſſion with- 
out any Diſtiz#ion, which indeed was to take from them 
their Daily Bread. And (had it not been for ſome exaſ- 
perating Provocations) perhaps a Method might have been 
found out to prevent the ſenceing of certain unſatisfi'd, 
but pious Clergy-men, tho* they would not joyn with us 
in all the Prayers of the 3 when both the preach- 
ing of Divines, and the pleading of Lawyers, are per- 
form' d in ſo publick a manner, that they can never prove 
dangerous to the State, without bringing themſelves into 
the utmoſt Hazard. To this might be added the impo- 
litick device of Double Taxes, which create great Heart- 
burnings among Relations and Neighbours, are of no «fe 
to the Crown, and eaſe very. little the reſt of the Sub- 
jects. On this occafion I cannot but wiſh that the late 
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Aﬀs of Imdemnity had been more clear and general, and 
without ſo many Clogs, which render'd them of little uſe 
to many, for whom they were probably deſign d a Kind. 


neſs, wherein the Kings Gracious Intentions were fru- 


ſtrated by Clauſes, Quirks, and Cavils of Law. Norcan 
the preſent Miniſters perfect the Character they have ju- 
ſtly obtain d of Wiſe, Upright and Impartial, till (in or- 
der to reduce the Moderate, and to render the Obſtinate 


inexcuſable) they procure a more ample and intelligible 
Auneſty; without asking People before-hand (as we 


heard of another Miniſter) whether they will pleaſe to 
accept of it, which is to put thoſe to the relucting ſhame 
of accuſing themſelves, who without noiſe or notice, 
would gladly lay hold of the benefit of ſuch an A@. 
Hence the High-Church-men, may perceive the difference 
between the Genius of the Tories and the Whigs, the 
latter believing they may ſccure their own Liberty, with- 
out robbing other People of theirs; nor can any be diſ- 
pleas d at the Moderation we recommend to be us d to- 
wards honeſt and peaceable Non. jurants, but ſuch as are 
High- Flyers, tho they may be no High- Church men And 
every Miniſter ought to remember the old Advice, Mul- 
tis Terribilis, caveto Multos. 

But to return to the Affairs of Scotlaud, the glory of 
uniting the two Kingdoms is reſerv'd for Her Majeſty, in 
this moſt favourable conjuncture of Imminent Danger 
from Abroad, and the dread of Civil Broils or Conten- 
tions at Home. All the good People of both Nations 
earneſtly long for ſuch a Blejſz»g, and tis ſo much the 


Public Wiſh, that they who think it their intereſt to ren- 


der it ineffectual, dare only go about it by treacherouſly 
propoling an incorporate Union, or the impracticable 
Scheme of One Parliament, One Church, and One Body of 
Laws, which can never be accompliſht, but by a total alte- 
ration of the Conſtitution of one or both Kingdoms; nor can 
this be brought about under Ages, unleſs by Conqueſt, and 

wou'd 
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wou'd ſooner produce an Anarchy than an Union. Where- 
as a Federal Onion is eaſie and expeditious, without all 
Jealouſy, Diſputes, or Partiality, and confirm'd by ma- 
ny Ancient and Modern Examples, as particularly by the 
Union of the Seven United Provinces, where the Laws 
of Holland and Frieſland, are much more different than 
thoſe of England and Scotland; and by the League of the 
Achean Republicks, whoſe Conſtitutions were yet more 
different than ours. 

IJ. The Onion of England and Scotland does wholly con- 
ſiſt, according to my humble Opinion, in Three moſt in- 
telligible, practicable, and advantageous Articles. Both 
Kingdoms, in the Firſt Place, may ſtill continue Sove- 
reign and Independent within themſelves, neither of 
them yielding or being obnoxious to the other in 
the Forms of their Courts, in the conferring of Ho- 
nours, Or in preſerving the Precedence of Rank at 
Home, while they retain the Stile of Great Britain 
Abroad, as they do at preſent in that and ſome other 


Points; having each their particular Laws, ſages, 


and Cuſtome, and ordering their own Domeſtick Affairs by 
their own Legiſlatures, without occaſioning any Trouble 
or Expence to the other, after the Method of the Seven 
United Provinces, And, according to the Example of 
the Switzers, they may have their ſeveral National Reli- 
gions, as at this time. But there muſt be in Scotland (as 
well as here) a Law for Tolerating all Diſſenters, how falſe 
or abſurd ſoever in their Doctrine, whoſe Principles do 
not tend to the Subverſion of the Government. Nor is it 
to be fear'd, that the Scots will endeavour to impoſe their 
Diſcipline or Directory upon us, unleſs we endeavour (as 
formerly) to impoſe our Liturgy and Biſhops upon them: 
For this was one of the worſt Advices ever given our 
Kings, even had the Scots been of a different Religion 
with us, and that Epiſcopacy were abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation. But they were made to believe that Presbytery 
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was inconſiſtent with Monarchy, whereof we find tlie con- 


trary by Experience. And jthat 9 Biſhop no King, was 


neither a true nor a wile Saying, is moſt evident ; not 
only from the Kings of the Heat bens, but from thoſe 


Princes among Proteſtants who govern without Biſhops, 


and who, tho' in their Dominions they have no Eccleſia- 
ſtical Degree above Presbyrers, vet are abſdlute and un- 
controulable. | 

II. In the Second Place, Let both Nations agree to live 
under the fame Race of Princes for ever, having but 
one 1ztereſt, as they are to have the ſame Friends and 
Enemies, making Peace and War by common Conſent, and 
maintaining Flcets and Armies (to defend their Subjects, 
to offend their Foes, and to aſſiſt their Allies) ſupported 
at the Publick Charge of both, according to ſuch Propor- 
ions, as ſhall be agreed by Commiſſioners appointed to ſtate 
that Matter, with reſpect to Land Taxes, For as to Cu. 
toms, Exciſes, Capitations, and ſuch other Pablick Duties, 
they mult be equally laid (for keeping an even Ballance) 
on all Goods and Perſons concern'd in both Kingdoms : 
And ſince they are to be levy'd or collected by the Offr- 
cers of one and the ſame Prince; for the fame Ends and 
Purpoſes, there will be no Fear of Fraud or Partiality in 
favour of one, to the Prejudice of the other, The Civil 
Liſt of each Kingdom, and the particular Aſſeſſments re- 
lating to their ſeveral private Neceſſzties, being (as was 
{a1d) left ſolely to their own Diſcretion, there may be a 
Council appointed, veſted with ſuch Powers as ſhall be 
thought expedient, and conſiſting of an equal Number of 
Perſons of both Nations, to digeſt, prepare, and adjuſt thoſe 
other Matters of common Concern, for the Information of 
the Prince, and of his reſpective Parliaments. 

HI. In the Third Place, Since this Oxion (in the Re- 
gards above-mention'd) is for the utual Security of both 
Nations, as well againſt their common Enemies, as againſt 
the Invaſions or Foreign Alliances of any one of them 

| againſt 
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againſt the other; ſo let thereariſe from it a common Ad. 
vartage in an equal Diſtribution of Privileges and In- 
zuunities to the Natives of both Countries, and alſo in 
the Communication and ProteFion of Commerce. Let us 
not heſitate therefore to let the Scots come freely into 
our Plantation Trade, whereby thoſe particular Merchants 
may poſſibly be Loſers, who engroſs that Part of the 
World to themſelves; but the Plantations will flouriſh 
infinitely more, as the Profits are infinitely more that 
ariſe from the Induſtry and Conſumption of many than of 
few, which is unanſwerably prov'd by the ingenious Dr. 
Paxton. The Nation will likewiſe be Gaizers in Propor- 
tion, the Proprietors being all Exgliſh, and London (the 
Centre of Trade, and Seat of Empire) attracting all the 
Riches and Expence of the three Kingdoms into it's ca- 
pacious Boſom, by a regular and neceſſary Circulation. The 
cheapneſs of Food and Labour, will quickly be at an end 
in Scotland by the increaſe of Trade and People; and the 
Commodities and Manufuctures of Great Britain (all which 
things I would have alſo undeaſtood of Ireland) being 
thus united as well as their Inhabitants, Councils, and 
Power, we arenot only an equal match at leaſt for the 
greateſt Prince in Europe, but muſt overwork and under- 
ſel all other Nations of the Earth, which in matters of 
Trade, is the utmoſt we have to wiſh. Our preſent view 
will not let us enlarge on the other innumerable Benefits 
that will naturally flow from ſuch a nion to the Brita- 
nick Iſlands , which are truly alittle World by themſelves, 
and may thus not immodeſtly vie with the greater World ; 
but theſe ſeem to be the principal things, and all the reſt 
are eaſily reduceable to this Model, Nor ought any Exg- 
210%. Man, who regards our preſent Safety, or future Tran- 

quility, oppoſe ſo practicable and deſirable an Onion. 
We have done at laſt with all the Sophiſtry and Aſper- 
Hons of the Memorialiſts againſt the Queen, the Church, 
and the Miniſtry of England. And defended all 257 ot 
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Diſſenters againſt his Miſrepreſentations, not only as Ob- 


lig d by the rules of Truch and Juſtice in relating Mat- 
ters of Fad 5 but alſo on ſuch Grounds and Maxims as 
were thought moſt agreeable to our own Stare, and to 
all other kinds of Free Governmerts, Put if any one is 
curious to know what the M7g5-Church-men propoſe to do, 
in caſe (as it's more than probable ) that their Mesoriai 
is deteſted by the People, and neglected by the Court, 'twere 
eaſy for a Man of no greater reach than his Neighbours, 
to tell what is fitteſt tor em to do in ſuch a Condition. 
Yet in this particular, which concerns them ſo nearly, they 
are as much in the wrong, as in every thing beſides. For 
contrary to all their reiterated profeſſions vi Paſſrve Obe- 
dience to Princes, notwithſtanding their continual re- 
proaches of Rebellion againſt the Diſſenters, and (what 
they ought firſt to conſider) in ſpight of the deſpicable 
number of their Church and Party, yet they are deſperate- 
ly reſolv'd to get all up in Arms, to ſeize upon the Go- 
vernment, to Aſſaſtinate or Impriſon the Miziſters, and in 
one word to Rebell. Some body not acquainted with 
their Temper, or that has not read their Memorial, will 
be apt to think that we make em madder than they really 
are, notwithſtanding the perpetual Diſappointment of all 
their Projects and Conſpiracies. But putting the Reader 
once more in mind, that they mean themſelves by the 
Church of England, as they do all moderate Men by Dij- 
ſenters, We ſhall preſent him with a long paſſage of the 
Memorial, with ſtudied and repeated Expreſſions, and not 


warm or haſty words {lipt out by chance, nor Phraſes of 


an Ambiguons Significa: ion. If the Diffenters will be diſ- 
oblig'd ( ſays the Memori oo ) if they are not put into places 
of Authority, and the Church of England will be diſovlig'd if 
they ere 5 whence may the greateſt Inconvenience ariſe £ Per- 
haps our wiſe Men think themſelves ſecure in the palſive 
Principles of the Church, againſt any Reſentments on that ſide, 
and therefore bend all their Application to gain t other, whoſe 
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true Motive, they may be ſimple well-meaning Men, but muſt 
be wretched Politicians, The Principles of the Church of Eng. 
land will diſpoſe Men to bear a great deal, but hes a Mad- 
man that try's how much. For when Men are very much pro- 
vok d, Nature is very apt to rebel againſt Principle, and then 
the odds are vaſt on Nature's ſide, Whether the provocation 
given to the Church of England may not, if continu d, be 
ſtrong enough to rouze Nature, ſome of our Stateſ- men would 
do well to conſider in time. For tho the Church is not to be 


wrought up to Rebellion, yet they may be ſo alarm'd, as to ſe- 


eure themſelves at the peril of thoſe Miniſters, who give then; 
the Alarm, Nor is it to be expected, that they ſhould long bear 


to be thus ud, and ſee a Party, that they know ſeek their ruin, 


courted at their Expence. But the Treaſurer is Wife, let him 
therefore look to that, and maturely weigh who are to be pro- 
vokd at this junFure. The matter is plain; and let the 
Treaſurer timely look to it, before he be ſecur d by thoſe 
who are ſo highly provokd, who can bear ſo little, and who 
are ſo apt to be rouz'd, having a King of Brentford, with 
an Army in Diſeuiſe to back them. 

But of all the weakneſſes the Memmorialiſt has ſhown, 
the very greateſt, is, his imagining that ever any wiſe Man 
thought himſelf ſecure in the Paſſroe Principles of the Church, 
when all manner of Men know the Riſe and Occaſion, as 
well as the whole Hiſtory of that Monſtrous Doctrine, 
from Sibthorp and Manwaring, down tothe Abdication ; 
none being ignorant for what ends of Ambition, Adulati. 
on, and Avarice, it was invented, in what Popiſh and Ar- 
bitrary Cabinets it was promoted, and by what Hal: 
Saints it was the moſt zealouſly preachd. No, no, take 
our word for it, we know but one ſimple well meaning 
Man, whom it's eaſy to gueſs, that was ever deceivd by 
ſuch wretehed Politicians. We grant that the High- Church- 
nens Nature, i very apt to rebel againſt their Principles, but 
we deny that the Principles of their Church diſpoſe eus to 


car 
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bear a great deal, fivce they own themielves wat the cds 


ere vait on Nature's ſide; for We Loew-Charchmen believe 


that Chriſtian Principles ought to conte and iubdue Neo 
ture: Wherefore we think Prizciples that have fo little 
effect, to be little worth; and indeed all lien of Sente or 
Honeſty, have abhorr'd their ſhameful Prevarication, and 
laught from the Beginning, at the Inobſervance, Abſur- 
dity, and Hypocriſy of Paſſive Obedience. They render 
their Cauſe ſtill more ridiculous by their Diſtindi ions, as it 
ſecuring themſclves at the peril of the Miziſtry (which is ſe- 
curing the Miniſtry at their own peril) were not Rebellion, 
and pretending they cannot be wrought up to Rebellion, at 
the ſame time that they confeſs, their Nature na; rebel a- 
gainſt their Principles, and talk of being prove kd, roug d, 
unable to bear long, and that they are mad, woo wonld try 
how much they can bear, Mad Men indecd: for if thete be” 
not hopeful Diſpolitions to Rebellion, I know not what 
are. But are they not honeſter by far, who profeſs Re- 
/i/tance on ſome Occaſions, than ſuch as profeſs Paſive O- 
bedience on all Occaſions, and who yet are waſtly more apt 
to Rebel than to Obey, fince the odds are vaſt oz Nature s 
fide againſt their Principles. 
Another of their Diſtinctions is more to the Purpoſe, 
and I wiſh as heartily as any of em, that it were by all 
the People of England moſt diligently obſerv'd. Perhaps 
the wiſeſt ſtep the friends of the Church cou d take towards her 
Security, ſays the Memorialiſt, would be to diſtinguiſh nicely, Pa. 2s. 
between thoſe that are of the Church only, and thoſe that are 
both of and for the Church, Where we underſiand, hoſe 
that are of the Church only, to be ſuch as prefer our Liturgy, 
Diſcipline and Doctrine to all other Inſtitutions, tho' they 
are againſt perſecuting any that diſagree with their Opini- 
ons; and therefore are Members of the Church of England 
only, as they think it the beſt Reform Church, but not for 
any politick end of Temporal Grandeur. Thoſe are 5015 
of and for the Church, who likewiſe prcfels themſelves. 
G-2 Members 
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Members of the Church of England, whichin their acconnt 
is nothing beſides the Hierarchy and the Ceremonies, but eſ- 


pecially the Reverries and the Moropolixing of Offrces bythe 


Sacramental Teſt, which makes 'em zealous for it's Pomp 
and Power, and are for compelling others to be of it thy 
they ſeldom come into it themſelves, Wherefore weil 
take the liberty to mend the Diſtinction unto thoſe that 
are only of the Church, and thoſe that are only for, bit ne- 
ver of it, nor init. | | 

A little while ſince we left the High Church men ve- 


ry much provok'd, and reſolv'd roi to bear any longer; but 
when they are throughly rouz'd, how is it (think you) cr 


by what Force will they be able to carry on their intend- 
ed Rebellion, ſo perilous to the preſent Miniſtry 2 We 
frankly acknowledge it was a conſiderable time betore 
we cou'd come to any Reſolution in this difficult and in- 
tricate Cale, the Game of the pretended James the Third 
being delperate, the French King fo earneitly ſuing for 
Peace by the Mediation of the meaneſt Cantons of Smit. 
zerland, their own Party being reduc'd to an inconſide- 
rable Remnant, and the real great Friends, Patrons, Pa- 
ſtors, and Protectors of the Church of England, being al! 
4Zainſt em. But that peerleſs Politician the Memoriali/? 
as kindly communicated the Project of railing a Spiritual 
Army for carrying on his Holy War; and, to do him ju- 
ſtice, he's the firſt who concerted the Operations of a 
Campaign in a manner which a world of People have 
rather wiſh'd than hop'd, namely, that Prizce- and Di- 
in would be pleas'd to fight their own Battels. He 
propoſes then that the lower Clergy (who want only to be 
headed and coui tenanc d) may be encourag'd to exert them- 


ſelves in defence of that Church from which they receive their 


Bread; and that they may be inſtruFed to ſhew their reſpc- 
Foe Congregations the innumerable Evils that flow from that 
dangerous but ton much receiv'd Poſition, that there ought 19 
be no Neftintion among. Proteſtants, Now here's an Ar- 


my 
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my model d, paid, and inſtructed. I have read of a Ge- 
eral of the Franciſcans who once offer d the Pope Thirty 
thouſand tall Warriours of that Seraphiek Fraternity to 
fight againſt the Tirrey, and yet that their Attendance 
ſhould not be miſſing in the Miniſtration of hely things, 
thete would be ſo many left behind, I have likewie 
heard among our felves of the Guide of the Inferior Clergy, 
put never yet of their Gezeral, and much leſs that Prote- 
tant Prieſts were to fight by any other Weapons except 
ogiſims; ſo that in fine, we know now who are the 
Churches Janixaries, as well as the Churches Champions, 
But why ſhonld we talk of Proteſtant Prieſts, when 


' iheir principal luſtruction is, 1 ſhew their reſpetFive Con- 


cregations, the Tunumerable Evils that flow from that dange- 
rous, but too much receiv'd Poſition, that there ought to be no 
liftiation among Proteſtants? We appeal to all Mankind, 
vhether this Poſition can be dangerous to any other but 
P.ipiſts, and we thank God it's become a Poſition ſo uni- 
verfally receiv'd, For this fort of union among Proteſtants, 
and not the vain deſign of a Comprehenſion, has been long 
the object of all good Men's Wiſhes, tho' of few wiſe Men's 
Hopes 3 nor is there any thing more frequently occurs in 
their Books or Diſcourſes, than that there ought to be no di- 
fintion among Proteſtants, who are all united againſt the 
idolatry, Superſtition, and Tyranny of the Popiſh Church, 
tho' differing among themſelves about the Nature of 
Church-Government, the Modes or Circumſtances of Mor- 


Hip, the Preſcience and Dezrees of God, with certain other 


Speculative Opinions, of no concern to a Chriſtian Life, and 


in which things it is impoſſible for Men to agree. Nor is 


 necetjary for any ends of the Goſpel, chat they ſhould 44 
ave the ſame Notions, provided they have but mutual 
Charity, Forbearance, and Communion, Any Man there- 
fore is deſi d to produce a worſe Maxim out of the Wri- 
tings of the Papiſts, whoſe intereſt and endeavour it has 
-onitantly been, to divide Proteſtants before they could 
oh deſtroy 


dleſtroy them. And if the moſt finiſh't Politician among 
to exaſperate the Proteſtant Sechs againſt each other, Which 
from that dangerous poſition of many Proteſtants, that there 
merable Evils is, that if they be for making no Diſtinior, 


they'll be for a Brotherly Intercourſe and Occaſional Com. 


Property againſt Arbitrary Power, A Fourth Evil is, that 


or any Popiſb Priuce,who can be the only gainers by their 
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the Jeſuits, had been preſcribing methods for extirpating 
the Northern Hereſy, let it be conſider'd whether he would 
not firſt of all adviſe the Congregation de propaganda file, 


they have often done by ſuch Emitlaries as the Mecroria. 
lijt ; and whether, as the ground and reaſon of this Ad- 
vice, he would not ſay that nnumerable Evils have flow 


ought to be uo diſtiuction among them. One of thole unn. 


they'll be of courſe for Toleration. Another Evil is, that 
union. A Third Evil is, that they'll be all for Law and 


they'll laugh at Paſjzve Obedience and Non: reſiſtance. A 
Fifth Evil is, that they'll be for the advanceinent of Learn- 
ing and knowledge, and therefore againſt partial Re- 
ftraints on the Preſs. And a Sixth Evil (that 1 may com- 
pleat half a dozen among Innumerable) is that they'l! as 
one Man ( the pretenders to the name of Proteſtant on- 
ly excepted) joyn their hearts and hands againſt the Pope, 


Diviſconsz and that they'll here in England with their 
Lives and Fortunes, maintain the right of the Proteſiant 
Succeſſor, who they are ſure will make no diſtinction a- 
mong em as Proteſtants and Ezeliſhmen, no more than 1s 
done by her preſent Majeſty : But will (after her Exam- 
ple) protect the Churrh of England in it's lawful Digni- 
ties, Priviledges and Emoluments, and continue an 1mpar- 
tial Liberty of Conſcience to all Proteſtant Diſſenters. Thus 
glorious Proſpect, is the greateſt of thoſe Innumeralle E- 
vils, which by the Memoraliſt arc obſerv'd to flow from 
that dangerous, but too much receiv'd Poſetion, that tiert 
ought to be no diſtinction among Proteſtants. 
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ie will be ſaid, It's probable, by the High Chureb. men, that 


3 beading, countenancing, encouraging, and inſtructing the Inferior Clergy, 
were meant as to their informing their reſpective Congregations 


1 

6 concerning our preſent Differences. And, allowing this to = - 
d true, from the other Seditious Inſtructions that are given em in 
„ I the fame Place, yet tis a very inſufficient Aol g/ñ: For what have 
\ | they to do with big and Tory, with Court Intrigues, or Miniſters 
ch 53 of State? Is not reforming Men's Lives, and bringing Souls to 
Heaven, Employment enough for all their Time, but they muſt 
d- find Leiſure to be officiouſly inter medling in Matters they don t un- 
4 ;qderſtand? Does not all Hiſtory ſhew, that they are thoughtleſs, 
ro I precipitant, troubleſome, bungling and wretched Politiciaus? Are 
z. © they not (to the ſhame of their Profeſſion) made the readieſt In- 
„, ©: fruments of all ambitious and diſcontented Perfons to embroil 
at States; to raiſe Jealouſies, Murmurs and Tumults againſt Lau ful 
= Governments; to ſtir up wicked or weak Princes to Rapine, Op- 


> preflion and Perſecution; and to engage whole Churches and 
id Nations in bloody Civil Wars? Tue very Deiſts have frequently 
at WW own'd, that the ſtrange Turns and Changes of the Clergy with- 


\ inthe compaſs of a few Years, their becoming the Boutefeus and 
n- Iicendiaries of all Factions, more aſſiduouſly preaching and print- 
- © ing of Politicks than Religion or Virtue, their unnatural Jarrs 
n. and Quarrels among themſelves for Trifles, with their implaca- 


ble and diſhonourable Treatment of thoſe they do not approve, 


* did prevail with them above all other Morives to reject the Au- 
. thority ot Divine Revelation, being ſtrongly perſuaded, that the 


» I Clogy gave no credit to the Goſpel, ſince they obſerv'd it fo little. 
This is a poor Argument but poor as it is, the Miniſters of Chriß 
ſhou'd not give any occaſion for it. And the Clergy ought likewiſe 
moſt teriouſly co conſider, that (whatever Figure they make in 
their own Opinion) they arein reality but the contemptible Tools 
of the worſt of Men, when once they quit the Duties of their Fun- 
n. Aion; and that when the Turz of deſigning Perſons is once ſerv d, 
they commonly caſt off with Scorn their Inportunate Prieſts, Thus 
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af = ©. Cromwell abandon'd the Presbyterian Miniſters in England, and a 
of much better Man, William, the old wiſe Prince of Orange, when 
uw [| the injfers reproach'd him with their Services, and thought they 
E I coutdneverenough be rewarded with Power,be procur'd wholſome- 
m aus to curb their Inſolenee; as they on the other Band, endea- 


„e fourdeo make him paſs for an drbie/t in their Pulpits, notwith- 
1 ſtanding 
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ſtanding he had ſo gloriouſly eſtabliſhed Civi Liberty, and the P-. 


reſtant Religion, in the Seven United Provinces. His Great Grard. 
ſon, who laid tie fame Obligations on England, met with ths lite 
Returns from many of the Clergy. But in the wife Republick cf 
Holland, a Staff and a Pair of Shoes for his Journey, are ſent :- 
any Eccleſiaſtick that preſumes to meddle with State Aﬀairs. How 
James the Second deſerted the Paſſive Obedience Preachers is fre 


in all Men's Memory; and 'tis to be hop'd that our Iferior Cl, 


will learn more Wiſdom from the Contempt which their Bekavio!: 
in Charles the Second's Reign drew upon their Character int; 
Minds of the Laity. 

The belt on't is, That let the Inferior Clergy receive never i! 
many Seditious Inſtrafions, and from whatever Hands, yet d. 


have nothingto fear from the Man who ſets himſelf at their Head. 
and acquires the Inferior Dignity of being their General, tho' , 


Name were Cel/zs. Our Prieſts are not ſuch Saints, and out Teos:: 212 


not ſuch Fools, without one of which the 7»ferior Clergy can n. 


ver have a tolerable Influence in any Country. Indeed, where the 


People are diſſolute and ignorant, wholly depending on the Cie 


for their Information, as well as for the Abſolution of cheic Sin, 
there their Spiritual Guides can raiſe dangerous Commotions, a 


lead their Hochs into any flagitious Attempt, that they Il pleaſe to 


ſanctify with the Names of Religion, or the Church, or the Cane 
God. But where the Clergy, by their Learning, Lives, and De- 
ctrine, do juſtly acquire the Love and Veneration of the Ve: 


(as ſuch Divines can never fail of it) their fluence is more to be 


deſir'd of all good Men than fear'd, as moſt certainly tending te 


promote Holineſs, Peace, and Univerſal Love. - We have there- 


fore great reaſon to be.very thankiul to God in this reſpect, a: 
having never enjoy'd before, a Set of more Learned, Moderate, 
or Orthodox Biſhops, the m+gnamimous Champions of the Pu. 


fant Cauſe, and the moſt exemplary Preachers of Cori/tizn Chari. 


Our Iuferior Clergy likewiſe want not many excellent Perſons 0! 


Eminent Abilities, who are ſhining Lights amongſt a crooked and pet. 
1 : 5 i : RT - 585 
verſe Generation; the Animoſities artfully rais'd among em by tle 
common Enemy, are much allay'd; all ſowreneſs and narrowne!s 


Temper infus d from the ſame Quarter. viſibly decays; their 5: 


. ö o * _— . * 2 
Aeration enareaſes in Proportion with their great Learning, Wilc: 


Accompliſhments, Gifts, and Graces, will truly render them ©. 
Glory of the Reformation. : | 
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